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He Reverend Mayher this pi „ Treatiſe, is not onely a fincere Member 
mh the Churth of E iow Had 5 2 and 22 
. nee hevs Pi the Glory l 


Teares a mou uf. 


and threatned the Rune of 


the Pra ire nr Fodor hoot +. ro ede de and main- 
taine a cordial rien e 22 of all Perf And it cannot + 
be doubt 3 Diſenters in the ation, ar well ſavicfied 
with the i hin is nd and has been for many Tears, And it 
1s certaine be i har tor fr ro the the ma Enders ts bride rhe over oo bes 

and Practice; and ur tis have been much better adapted to ſurly 


rhſe view. ver tht ſome hrs tv been yd 6 rake fo bis Succeſs 
herein | — greater thats. therrs. 

But it is very evident eG this the Low, and intimate Ac which he has had 
with the Diſſenters, the the hind Viſits, 
he has been uſed to favour them with, as well as the reſt of their Nei 
truly. Ohriftian and-Evangelit Temper of Souls that ama 
fuſtor hian to fall into thoſe new, atholick 
Some Men might have bad" their Wil grid 2 

rat 
I muſt acknowle 7 Saen Author As theſe Pagers ro DE 
againſt t 
Fey be w were not ſo, — 
he would have no — Pique, or prejudice againſt 7 It muſt be ac 4 1 
Bennet it mo ite and ore Writer end by what I hade obferved in his N 
— wer, he rather been unhappy in his Education Sits i 5 
emper, be — too far imbib d thoſe modern Notions of Eorieſſaſtical ny por and” 
Polity, which a E Men, ſuch as Mr. Dedwelz Dr: Parker, and a fem more 
have emperiou advanced, t ſerve the Humbur and the Turne of the Times in which 
t ww to excommunicate and damm the whole Body of Proteſtant Diſſenters.\ ' 
len vehemently err a Political LegiflativePower in every Dioce fan Chir ch. 
(and foe frhem pornd' r to inſtitute what ſde uer 1 — he ner 
they pleaſe for Diſcipline mmd-Wor ſhip, not diretHy Potts the Word 
when they have done ſo, to an el 2 hy Commmunion-wit 
Chrift, an the Saints, 4 Influence and Communications of the Divine 3 . 
to the "conftant Rated Subjection of all within ſuch Precinits, ta that. Authority 0 that. 
. a Cm cientious Conformity to the Modes of its Worſhip. 
; wild its genuine Conſequences, I dv believe Ne given 
: Bfetnr"rherevh 4 toſt- dangereits and e Aren 258 
od's Inheritance, to male a Monopoly of hi ae, 
ky not onely the Souls of Men, but the Father of Spirits himſelf, to the Hr 


govern 
s aud Base which ( 


. and to 7 
— Fancies of 4. Creature, as if God had made them Mafeers of the Ordinance,, 
— he muft now [mile or tia accept or refuſe, ſave or deſtroy, as the inceutunt Petu- 
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guaimance, 
the Prayers, and rhe Relig ious Conferences tha 
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mmunion of Samts. 


ths Reader will uu difcern the Ar. 
oe * chat bebe we i erence 5,45 to the Funda- - 
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oA Fuſtification f the Diſſenters oe 
Mr. Bennet's Charge of damnable Schiſm, 


4 * 1 - N 
* 


CHAP. I. 


* HE Title of Mr. Bennet's Book againſt the Diſſenters, 
the Second Edition, is, 4 Dee of Schiſm : ſhewing , 
1. What is meant by Schiſm. 2. That Schiſm is a damnable Sin. 
3. That there is a Schiſm between the % gu urch of England and 
\the © Diſſenters. 4. That this Schiſm is to be charged vn the Diſſenters 
flee. 5. That the Modern Pretences of Toleration, Agreement in Funda- 
memals, $0. will not excuſe the Diſſenters from being guilty of Schiſm. 
This Diſeourſe I purpoſe to examine, and I undertake to clear the  * 
Diflenters from this heavy Charge. And in order thereto I ſhall. 
firſt take notice of bne-honeſt and neceſſary" Conceſſion, enough for 1 
my Cauſe. Mr. B. grants, and plainly aſſerts, That there is no oppoſi- p, 1iů 


r Rr 
7 


-F 


* 


tion, nay, no difference ns to Fundamentals, and Eſſentials, between the one 

and the other. If ſo, then though there be ſome faulty Schiſm be- 
tween the two Parties, what ought not to be, yet it cannot be n 
damnable Schiſm; wynleſs it can be made to appear that eve 
kind of faulty Schiſm is damnable , and makes Perſons other wil 
Godly, lyable to endleſs Damnation. But this you no where prove, 
neither can: For a cordial Agreement in all Fundamentals includes 

a Cordial agreement in all things neceſlary to Salvation, to Holi- 
nels, to the Being and Unity of the Church; and where this is, and 
continues, there cannot poſſibly be damnable and antifundamental 
Schiſm. Thus by your own Conceſſion, the Diſſenters are upon 

the ſame Bottom and Foundation with your ſelves ; if therefore 
they fall, you cannot ſtand; if you ſtand, they cannot but ſtand 
*with you ; if there beno Place in Heaven for them, there can be 
note for you; if they all be damned, ſo muſt alſo you all be 
. Certainly if they cordially agree with you in all Eſten- 

ials * Fundamentals, then they are your dear Brethren in 
Chriſt, they are good Chriſtians, and good Subjects, they agree with 
you in all things neceſlary to temporal and eternal Safety, and de- 
{ſerve go be treated at a better rate than they are; you owe unto . 
them a Fundamental Rights, Priviledges, Liberties, Encourage-' 
ments and Comforts . But ye ſhould ſay, perſecute we him, Seeing the 0b 19. 
Root of the Matter is ſound in me ? Certainly a godly Diſſenter and an 25. 
3 1 oo | ungodly 

b n Lat | 1 
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ih terer in the very Foundation, and ſo do a godly 
1 „er e ungodly Confor miſt. But a godly Diſſenter and a 
9” ly Conformiſt agree in the Foundation, in far more than they 
3 iffer, and both dying fo they go to Heaven, and become Mem- 
13 * bers ofthe Church 'Triuniphant, and conſequently when on Earth | 
= 770 1 could not but be true and living Members of the Church | 
= Militant, 68 | | D's 5 
1 1 "CHAP; 2. Mr. B. being prefied with this, hath no better An- 
1 pr Wer than this very impotent one, That the Profeſſion of the Fund a- 
1e. mental: of the Chriſtian Religion do's indeed make a Man no Heretich ; but 
& do's not make him no Schiſmatich, Fur, Schiſm is not a Denial of Fun- 
=. - Adamo nt ali, but a Breach of Church-Peace and Love; and we find by daily: 
=” Go. Evperience, that he who profelſer all the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Re- 
len may caſe ſuch a Breath, and raiſe a Diſturbance in the Church; 
i Ika Mau externally profeſs all Fundamentals, and it cannot be 
. ereelved that he is unſound in his Profeſſion, he is no Heretick 
W \ before Men whb do not ſee and know what is in his Heart in- 
_ wardly. But if God ſee and know him to be inwardly wicked: 
and unſound in his Profeſſion, then he is a kind of Heretick in the 
= Sight of God : tor he doth practically ay bim, and he that practi- 
. _ ally denys God doth practically deny all the Fundamentals of 
NY 146 true Religion. They 2 that they. know God, but in Work: they deny « | 
=” him, being abominable, and diſohedient, and unto evtyy good Work repro- ) 
dee All ſuch are very Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, Infidels, practical 7 
Atheiſts. But if a Man be « ſincere; Profeſlbr of all Fundamentals, 
and fo continue, he cannot poſſibly. be a Schiſmatick, chargeable 
1 Wich anti-fundamental and damnable SchilmY though he may be 
= ſpotted with a lower kind of Schiſm, Though every faulty Sehiſm 
lt be not Hereſle, yet every Soy]-deſtroying and Chyrch-deftgoyin 
Schiſm is very Hereſie. Every Hereſle is neceſlarily Schiſinatical, 
and every Soul-deſtroying Schiſm is neceſſarily Heretical. For the 
+ Peace of the Church conſiſts in being one in Judgment, Affection, 
and Converſation with all the Saints on Earth, as to all Founda- 
- tion-truths, Graces and Duties; and Chriſtian Love conſiſts. in 
loving God as God, and all godly Chriſtians as ſuch. Without ſome ** 
Degree ot this Church-peace and Chriftian Love there can be no 
| Church of real Saints inwardly, no true Godlineſs. A Church al- 
- together deſtitute of Church-yeace and Love, is a Church of Hy- 
EE _ pocrites, God-hating and Saint-hating men, the principal hing 
Wo wanting. Church-peace and Love are Fundamentals; where 
=. -. Chyjrch-peace and Love are not, there is no lively Faith, no ſound 
and fruitful. Belief in God, there is nq good Foundation for eter- 
nal Life. But many Things may weaken Church- peace and Loye, 
duc yet nat quite extinguiſh them; and if Church-peace and Love 
l dot extinguiſhed, but only weakened, there is no damnable and 
. * A is. 12 | | _ anti» +», 
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untifundamental Schiſin: Ad. B. ſays, Belg, St! Pani tel ws, be 
there was a SchiſM between the ſeveral Parties eb, 1 Cor. t. 2d _ 
yet all thoſe Parties wer Chriftians, and conſequently Me in Hun- 
damentals. But either that ſuppoſed Schiſm ut gt was de 
ſtrustive of Church-unity,-or not. It yea, then there MWg ſound. +244 
agreement in Fundamentals, and an unſound Agreement 1P@mply - 
no Agreement, as « dead Man is not ſimply a Man, but a Cone 0 
If no, then it could not be damnable and Soul- ruining Schiſm , * 1 
another kind of Schiſin, taulty it was, but not the higheſt Kind 


of Schiſin, | | » As 
CHAP. 3. Mr. B. adds, And you know there wall and ir, a Schiſm 
thiterians and Independents; and yet they did, and do, agree 


iy | PF 
1 


between the Pri 
in Fundament alt) for otherwiſe they woutd-nee_be Chriſtians, From which 3 
' duſtanen "tit plain, that there may by a Schiſm between "= who agree in 
| Fundamentals, I grant that de fafto there may be a kind of thulty | x 
. Schiſm between thoſe who agree in Fundamentals, and are godly 
Chriſtians, but not the higheſt kind of Schiſin ; a cordial Agrees, ' 7 
ment in Fundamentaly is not conſiſtent with Soul-ruining Schm. 
If therefore the Presbyterlans and Independents be both godly _ q 
Chriſtians,and cordially agree in Fundamentals, then what Breach | 
and Schiſm is between them cannot be Anti-fundamental and 4" 
. Damnable, But if they be not godly Chriſtians, and cordially 8 
* in Fundamentals , then flmply = are no Chriſtians, / Co 
mply they do not agree in Fundamentals. For — ungodl 7 
Chriſtians are Secundum quid, Chriſtians; 2E ſimplieiter, they arenot *' 
Chriſtians, All Ge Chriſtians in England, whether they be 


Conformiſts , or Diflenters; whether they be Presbyterlans or In- 


| 2 do, by Reigning W I r inwardly dien 1 
and /eparate themſelves from the Grace of Chriſt, and the Lovg of 2 
God, and the Communion of the holy Ghoſt, and the Society of , 


militant Saints, 'and inwardly join themſelves to the Synagogne of 
Satan, and are one with all the wicked on Earth in Ungodlineſs and 
Soul-deftroying Abominations. But all godly Conformiſts and all 
odly Diſſenters in 2 though they do not agree ſo fully, per- 
ectly and comfortably as is to be wiſht; yet they agree in the v , 
they are all godly in Eurit Jeſus, they are one with God, and with 7 
all the Holy Ones in Heaven and Earth, as to all thoſe Things that 

be beg Holineſs, to Salvation, to Church-Society; none of 
the are Schiſmaticks, and chargealls with damnable and Soul- 
Fuinigz schiſm, But all the ungodly Ones in England, whether Cu- 
formt or. Non-Con formiſts, are truly chargeable with damnable = 
and Sopl-extining Schiſm. For though there be divers. kinds of - "om 
ungodly Ones im England, and they are not all alike ungodly, but ſum 
more, aun ſome leſs ; yet as Herod and "Pilate did both unite 4 
againſt Chriſt, though be ore they _ been at variance; A — 
he tte ns 9 2 2 h '2 ? _ 
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ly ones in Ar Ane and Boul-ruining Courſes! 
adlive/t is pradticat Atheiſm plication of heinous Sing, it de- 
ſtroys the Soul, and ſhuts out of Heaven, utilels it be cured in Time. 
by renewing and pardoning Grace und that which deftroys the Soul, 
and ſhuts out of Heaven, muſt needs deſtroy the Church and che 
Unity thereof, what can it be but Soul-ruining Herefie and Schiſm-? 
CHAP. 4. If your Arguments againſt the Diſſenters prove avy + 
| they prove roo much, more & great Deal than you wan 
. have them to prove, they prove that God .hath no Church in E- 
land; no Church in Eng and, no Church on Barth; no Church on 
Earth, no Truth in God's Word na Truth in God's Word, no God). 
no God, no Man, no Creature, nothing but Atheiſm, a d .Confu- . 
ſion of all Things. Here then, Air. Bennet , | conte: 


againſt you. 
by this Dilemma, Either the Diſſenters agree with you in all R- 

h ſoritinls and Fundamentals, or they do not. You muſt needs either 
aſfirm, or deny; but whether you affiym; or deny, you cannot but 
miſcarry in your Cauſe, and the Truth cannot but be yi&orious 
over you. 1. If you own that the Diflenters agree with you in all _ 

| Eiffentials and Fundamentals, then you agree that they are one 

with you in all the Eſſentials and Fundamentals of Perſonal Holi- 
neſs, and Family-Holineſs, and Congregation-Holineſs, and Town 

x and Pariſh-Holineſs,and National, Provincial and Dioceſs-Holineſs, 

* both in time of Peace, and in time of War. By<this Conceſſion 

| UP you own their Miniſters to be true Goſpel-Miniſters, their Ordi- 

nation valid, their Congregations to be.true Chriftian Aſſemblies, 
= their way of Worſhip to be true and good for the main, no one 

6 Eflentiaf being wanting. Thus you undo your Cauſe, and con- | 

ute your own Book, and all your Proofs and Allegations, That 

the Diflenting Minifters are no true Miniſters, but Ufurpers ; that 
their Ordination is null and invalid; that they are Schiſmaticks , 
and-walk in the Way of damnable and antifundamental Schiſm, 
are made-void by your own Conceſſion. 2. If you ſhall deny that 
they agree with you in all Eſſentials and Fundamentals, then you 
contradi your own expreſs Conceſſions and repeated Affirmations, 
and you open à wide Door. for practical Atheſſm, Infidelity, Irre- 
Agion and Anti- Chriſtianiſm, and it cannot be A5 proved that 
od hath a true Church, a true Miniſtry, a faithful People in Ex- 
land. For us if the Diflenters be Brites and no Men, { the Con« 

_ fotiniſts alſo muſt needs begrutes and no Men. In like manner 
if the Diflenters do not hold the Foundation, if they do not agree 
in all Fundamentals, it cannot be * what Fundamentals are, 
what Chriſtianity is, what Holineſs ls, what the Church is, what 
is the Way to Heaven, all the Conformin Clergy and — 
* Kinde, to be upon a wrong Foundation, to be praftical 
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Intidels, Heretic b, ungodly Schiſinatieks: This ory _ 
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CHAP. . Mr. J. tens us, The Word geb ae Divifen j a . 4. 
ly every Diviſiow, of wt {tr ver it ty may 22407 4 4 
K* LI od = ü n a limited. 
Senſe , and ſignifiet a Diviſion of Chriſſtane, a Breach of that e i Church» 

„er Communion in Love and Peace, which ought to be pr 


This which you oy is true, but not the whole Truth, nor the 
prineipal Thing, Fo 


_ 
* "FS. 


r bare outward Chorch-union and Commun 
nion nay be, — — hg, — is, ay to very many that 
are unſound Chriſtians, without internal Piety ; and where is no 
internal Piety, the ptineipal Thing is Lacking. ls the Breach and 
Deſtruction of internal Union and communion with God and his 
Saints in N ways and Courſes, no Schiſm, no faulty Di- 
viſion ? Rather this is the higheſt kind of Criminal Schiſm and Di- 
viſion being perſifted in. It is plain that Church-unity:confiſteth - 
_ chiefly in internal Union and-Communior! with Ged in Chriſt, and 
with all the Saints on Earth, in- Soul-Saving ways, and in 
external Acts of Church-Communion ſo far as they are Subſervient 
to internal Piety, and conduce to heavenly Profit and Advantage. 
For the Church Militant is Species Specialiſſima, the moſt ſpecial 
Society „ differing in kind and Subſtance from every other Society - 
on Earth; and therefore the Schiſm which is repugnant to, and in- 
conſiſtent with the Being and Unity thereof, is a ſpecial kind of 
Schiſm, a tranſtendent Vice, deſtructive of Chriſtian Faith, and 
Hope, and Love: which three Conjunct are to the Church, and to 
eveky ſound Part · and Member thereof, what the Soul is to the 

Body; as the Soul is the Liſe of the Body , ſo godly Sincerity ia 
the Life of the Church. External Communion in the Word ane 
Prayer and Sacraments publickly, is a Thing common to good and  -. 4 
bad Chriftians, & therefore it cannot be the Thing wherein Church- = 
Unity and the Communion of Saints doth principally conſiſt. But 1 

Church-Communion doth conſiſt principally in being of me Heart, - 1 

and of one Way, With all militant Saints, in internal precious Faith, and | 
Hope, and Love, in all ſuch Things as be neceſſary to Salvation. 

Now this doth connote and include external Communion in the 

Word and Prayer and Sacraments, as we have call and opportunity. - 

But many a one that keeps hiniſelf from external Criminal Sehiſm, 

is inyatdly ungodly, and Where is inward Ungodlineſs, there is in- 

ward Soul-ruining Leut diſ-union with God and the Chureh Mili- © 

tant, and Union with the Devil and his Party in Soul-undoing and 

Obd-difhonouring ways. And many a godly Chriſtian having vital 

Union and Communion with God and the Chureh Univerinl, in 

Soub-Saving Mereſes, and happily preſerved from damuable and 

Soul-ruſning Sebilim, my yet through Ignorance, unperesſved Er- 

rour and Infirmity,be defiler! with a Joe kind of gehiſſn, and die in 

le, and be ſhved Upon « general Repentance of all unknown Sins 

and Errors. Let us for argument ſake ſyppoly not ons _— | 
„ | * 
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"England, but all in the Nation Conformiſts, would there now be 
no danmnable Schiſm, no God-pirovoking and Soul- ruining Divifi- 


Power of Godline 
f "Men profeſſing the Faith e 


no 
Backe 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and they are by lively Faith united to him their 
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on? Certainly there are many uhgodly Conformiſts, and all un- 
odly Sinners are inwardly ſeparated from God and the Church 


i 1 wid Militant, and inwardly joined to the Synagogue of Satan, and ſo 


are guilty of damnable Schiſm. Their * Heart is divided; nom 
ſhall they be found faulty. The Hearts of all ungodly Conformiſts are 
divided and ſeparated from God, and the way of Holineſs, and 
the Communion of Saints, as to internal Graces and Soul-ſaving 


' Mercies ; and ſo they afe inwardly wicked Schiſmaticks and Se- 
| — and ſo are all ungod! 
erſo 


7 Diſſenters, but ſo are no. Ronix. 
ns, whether Difſenters or Conformiſts. Thus you clearly mi- 


ſtake the Nature of schiſm, and this Miſtake makes you to err 


throughout your whole Book, as to the Scope of it, and the Sub- 
ſtance of the Controverſiè. | | i | 
C HAP. 6. We learn from the Holy Scripture, That every 
ungodly Perſon K eu from the Lord, and ſetteth up hit I. 
dols in his Heart. This is the dangerous and dampable Separation 
and Schiſm, whereby an ungodly and graceleſs Sinner doth at once 
forſake and ſeparate himſelf from Chriſt dwelling, living and work- 
ing by precious Falth in his Saints, and doth inwardly join him- 
ſelf to the Devil, and becomes one with all wicked Ones in un- 
gal and e Courſes, Not every faulty Schiſm, ant 
reach of Chureh- unity, but only that Schlim, and that Breach of 
Church-unity Which doth disjoin the Soul from God and the Wa 
of Holineſs, and doth join it to the Synagogue of Satan, and expel» 
leth a godly Lite, and carrieth with ſt an Enmity againſt the 
ſs, and the Spirit of Holinels and Purity in all 
the Saints on Earth; this is the damnable and antifundamental 
Sm and Separation, from which all godly Diflenters and Confor- 
miſts are free, Mr. J. ſays, The Church of Chriſt is the whole Society 
ff Chriſt, being united to _ their common 
ad, and to one another, at Memberi"of eath other, But either this is 
od Deſcription of the Church, or if it be, it makes for the 
enters againſt you: For all godly Diſſenters profeſs the Faith 


common Head, and to all the living Members of his myſticgl Bo- 
2 by Love, and are one with all godly Conformiſts in Soul-ſavin 
ays'and Courſes. But many Diſſenters and Conformiſts profeſs 
the Faith of Chriſt, and are not ſincere in their Profeſſion, and 
lacking godly Sincerity they are inwardly united to the Devil their 
common Head, Captain and Leader, and disjoined from Chriſt. 
Mr. B. ſays, The Church is the Body of Chriſt; and fince ti abſurd to 


ſuppoſe, that the Church it natura Body, therefore it muſt be g political 
. But this is a Miſtake ; for though the Church the Body of 
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Chriſt, yet it is neither a natural Body, nor à political one, but> 1 
the my ſtical Body of Chriſt. For à political Body is a civil and 4 
temporal Society common to Chriſtians and Heathens; the Church Wet. 
is clearly no ſuch Society, far it is the Society of redeemed Saints 
beginning in Regeneration, carryed on by perſevering Grace, and- 
compleated in Heaven, where it is everlaſting. Thus you miſtake 
the Nature of the Church, and this Error, that the Church is a: 
political Society, hath been a great Snare to you all along in this: 
- Controverſie. * 4 \ 4+; | | 
HA. 7. Mr, B. ſays, The Church of Chriſt is 4"Spiritual Sotietyg, T. 5+ 
or Spiritual: Body Politick, e by its Supreme Head or Ruler 5 
Chriſt. But that Word Politick, is an Inconſiſtency; for as is the 
Head,, ſo muſt needs be the Body. Chriſt is the Head of the Church 
in. a heavenly, ſpiritual and myſtical Senſe, but not in a -political 
Senſis. For the ___ under God, is Political Head and upreme 
Ruler by the Sword over all the Souls in the Nation, and conſequent- 
ly over all the Clergy and Layety therein Ir as King Saul Was 1 Sam... 
by Divine 8 the Head of the Triber of Iſrael, one wheres 13. 17%. 
of was the Tribe of Levis If allo Chriit be Political Head of all 
the Clergy and Layety in England, then what diffaxence can there 
be between Chriſt who is the Eternal God, and the Queen who 
is a mortal Woman? Moreover, when you tell us, That the Church 
of Chriſt is govern'd by its Supreme Head or Ruler, Jeſus Chriſt-; doth 
not this imply another Head of the Church Univerſkl, that is ſub- 
orclinate? and what can that be but a Pope, or — rr 4a 
Deceiver? The Univerſial Church on Earth is not rul rtly by 
Chriſt as Supreme Head, and partly by the Pope, or by the Clergy 
in $ynod, or out of Synod, as ſubordinate Head ; but Chriſt on y 
is the ſole Head, Lord and King of the Univerſal Church, and his: 
Kingdom ruleth over all intellectual Creatures for the ſame Church, 
which is his myſtical Body; the Being, and Unity, and Happineſs: 
whereof is not partly fram Chriſt, and partly from the Creature, 
but from Chriſt alone, as Al in all. For Chriſt is God, and Goch ch. 3. 11. 
is infinitely and immutably perfect, and therefore no Effect dan 1“. 15. 
be partly from him, and partly from the Creature, but he workerh 10, 4. 
All in all; and though he make uſe of Inſtruments, and Means, 6. 
and ſubordinate Agents, yet they add no Perfection to God); the 
Effect produced is not partly from God as Supreme, and partly 
trom the Creature and Means as ſubordinate, but from „ >, vi 
lone as Allin all, that ſo we 8 lory in him, and not im any: X 
meer Creature. Mr. B. ſays, 2 Governors under Chriſt our. „ 
Supreme Head, aye called the Clergy. But Chriſt is ſole Head of the 
niverſal Church, and though Paſtors and Teachers have an Of- 


- 


- fice in the Church, and it belongeth to them to rule and govern: _ 
it. by a of Chriſt, yet they are not Lords, but nnd, * 
| * . . - | | * «6 ' , * 
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of us Mp Herian ck 000, in the cines his Voice is robe haart 
it in not governed partly by Chriſt as Supreme, und 13 
2 as 20 Subordinate, þut only by Chrift ks t i li.. 
A. 8. Mr. B. ſays, The Prace of the Church i broken and defreys 
7.8, 10 ed, when the Layety do refuſt Subjeftion to their proper Minifterry-and ads 
bert to a Jer to them. The La ove abſolute nol en- 


tic Subjectiôn to Jeſus Chriſt, and to his Goſpel taught by — 
*% and they owe civil Subjection to Caſur av ſupreme "Ruler by the 
1 Sword; but * owe no gubjection to their proper Miniſters, bo- 
Ciuſe Miniſtefs have no overning Supremacy in God's Church, 
| we fite not the Biſhops Sub Weds, but the — gubjects. If there 
fore Miniſters claim « Sovereignty and 2 over us as 
their. Jubjects, herein they act . Aer in yore and not as 'Goſ- 
peel miniſters, they make themſelves gu tan erous —_ 
N we are to adhere to God und the — 2 ul uch Papal Us 
711. 2 and Unjuſt Domination, Mr. J. Says, iy the hs 
| t there are m 22 22 numbers of Chriftiant, whom wb call Moe. 


— ny National Ohurcher ave 10 be governed in Spiritual 
Matter. reſpeltius Clengy. But either there is no ſuch thing 
asn Na 2 a 4 by Chriſt; Or if there be, the 


Diſtenters will be 'foun 7 be « true and ſound Part therevt, as a- 
— all 'Eflentials and Fundamentals with the 14 


2 your 11 in your book have this Phraſe and Form of Spee 
1 The chore of. land, this you Count, and call the Ei 
Church as diſtinſt from the Diſſenters, and by way of oppoflti- 


on to them. But this is a great miſtake, it is your p falſum 
im this Controverſy. There are but two great Societies in England, 

the Cnireh ot G „and the 8 agogue of Satan, like us there are 

but two Pert | Maſters, Oe al Satan. All ſuch in Eglam, as 
believing in God the Father, the Son, and the Holy re- 
nounee the way of Sin, and chuſd the way of truth, and live juſt- 

ly, ſoberly and -god ly in the Worid, in of eternal Salvati- 
donn by Chriſt, thete together with regenerate Infants are the Church 
of God in England,” confiſting+of all the godly "Diflenters"andiall 


_ «contraxy Society of ungodly Difſenters and ungodly © Conformiſts 
AY and other ungodly ones in England, and theſe are the Synagogue 
$ of Satan. As zwe read in Scripture of the Churtbhen of Galatia, 
1 Sa 1 the Churches uf Judea, the Churthes 'of Macedonia. | So e ought to 
at D 05 0 ſay, the Churches of England, for in England are many thouſands 
of particular viftble Churches, wherein God's W ord:is taught, and 
the Sacraments are diſpenſed, in ſome Congregations more pure- 
{ eden n n in others leſs. But either God is graciouſſy pre- 
tent ia the Diffenting Congregations, or he is not graciouſſy pre- 
ar in the W en N he: a for * both * | 
A ha | {4 . A « * . . 
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the god ly Conformilits in England; befides theſe there are another 
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who ate hated and inwardly oppoſed af the Devil. and all m_ | 
ene Seas, and by The I. et ones of vary 
CHAP» 9. If you ſpea Teck of civi temporal Abet, | | 
Diſſenters 4 are not without N hey have an A8 of 
Seeg the Act of Ne which gives them a legal le, | 
Lal exr2rne & cuil. If you ſpeak of a Divine and Heaven! 
— in fore intorns & Spirit uali, upon your own Princi A 
they muſt needs have that as truly as A pt) Vi 
— in all Eflentials and Fundamentals, Why then 
you "yl ſy gr count and call your ſelves the eſtabliſhed Church 
of & and excluſively.of the Dilenters ? The viſible Church of Chriſt, 
10 4 ation ae ment in the which the pure Ward 4 Go 1 
and the Sacrament: be duly minifred, pag] hu Chriſt: Ord- 
Range, in al thoſe NN that _ ty are requiſts te the ſame, This 
Part of the it9th A1 l of Re al on is ſubſcribed by both ſides, and 
= gives abound Deſtription of the viſible Church, * according . 
this Deſcription the 1 Congregations are . . ue 8 


4 * 2 ngregatlons be true Churches of Eng» 
pp both, or neither . prove d, warranted 5 
kia Arc But the viſible Church of {7 * as diſtin from g 


* — 


viſible Churches of England, is indeed no true Church of G 

tan Imagination. For as the national Town of Englayd 110 0 

mall he Towns of Eng/and,is a meeg Figion ; of the natlo 

F 
the national Church of England as d iſti m all t ches 

of England,isa meer Dream. 25 Chriſt is ſole i 457 able. Feed FAN 

godly y- Chriſtians in hair one Diſſenters or Conformiits : the 

v e 


il is ſole inviſihl of all way paged ly Obi in Ein 5 
ncler e Qneen Bhs dle 


Diſſenters or Conform e 
= viſible; Head and ſupreme Ruler by the S cg d over no 
= Her Dae No meer humane Law can create 5 mech 

Vo and a Divine Eſta Efablifbment. Pious Confograil 175 

ſenters conſidered as pious, are a Di ine d ens the) Di | 

ſubſiſt by and ſtand upon ong. and the Time poi” 19 75 lation; & 

Impious Confarpaiſts, and e Fe cond dered 4s $2 
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Contormity is really it be i, t 
all the Nation is bound ſo to judge, and to adhere to the Diffent 


Miniſters as he innocent Party,' as not only vatid Miniſters, bu 
better made Miniſters than the Conformiſts; and all the Conform. 


Clergy are bound forthwith to t of their Sin in Conformin 
and to turn Non - Conformiſts, and the ruling Powers ot the Natic 
are bound to aboliſh the Laws for Conformſty, 

aud the Cauſe of injured, „und perſteu 


— #4 by national Repentance, and ſo the Subſtande of our Book 
q nſt the Diffenters. and your imputing to them damiableSthiſm, - 
3 i made void, and the Schiſm lies at your Door. Though Thoo WELL. 
4 ty are not to anſwer for the Perſonal Sins of Miniſters; yet hey 
—_ en not to approve them, they are to hate and mourn for them, 
ele r innocent before Criminal Clergy-Men, und honour thoſe 
ko honour God, and forſake ſuch as forſake Go, where it can be 
celyed that they forſake him. Ypu add, If rhe eftabliſhed 
awful Term 2 with hey, doubtleſs 
* 17 | aun ef the Diſſemers it not oily Lawfull, 
1 et ary. Bur if the eft ablifhed Church does not impoſe am one uitewfull 
5 FAR rhe So her; then tir weterly — for the — 8 
Maite their Separation gem her. But it is your great miſtake 
L is Rok erty, oh Span to count your ſelves the eſtabliſhed Chuteh . 
xclufively of the Diſlenters. \ as it is Yo and that- 
yo ur own round, tht they are Sam Senſu a Part of the eſtabliſhed. 
ach.” For your Conceffion that they agree with you in all E. 
Tasia a Foa esel, proves againſt you that they are à Di- 
vine Eſtablimment as truly as your felves: and the Act of Toleru- 
* is an undeniable Proof that they are a civil and humane Eſta- 
3 iſhment, and what more is yourParty ? But though all the Terms 
=, of Lay-Communion with yon be ſappoſhd lawful}, yet that is not 
"7 Eni for your Cauſe, unleſs alfo "they be neceſſiry and expe- 
I For Where are two Congre at Hand, otte'Diflenters;& - 


ee pe Communion in this latter be ſappoſed Ia /- 
t not expedient,and Communion in the other is both lawful 
moſes on it can be no fault to join with that which is both 

wi expodient -- rather than that which is barely awful, 


| ect But you ſhew unrenſbnable Stiffheſt by rigid ad- 

0 2 — t nr. Tg lawful, Df 717 A A Ih t is both la — 4 
expedient. ings ara me, bu 4 arenot 0 s. 
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4 doned doth differ in Kind and Subſtance from Sin unrepented of 
4 | | Nom. 8. 1. 


| _— 7. Er there is not a 7 7 upon Earth, that dosth good, and ſinneth' not. 
25 a 0 | 
got under the Law, hut under Grace, and God ſtands engaged by 
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all the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity cannot but preſerve Perſons 

- from all ſuch Schiſm as is antifundamental and inconſiſtent with 
714.164, Chriſtianity. 'You ſay, I need not tel you, thut all Sin is danmable , for 
this is granted on all Hands. - A Sin, whether it be great or ſmall, is certainly 
Penile : and one kind'of Sin will damn as ſoon as another, tho' not to the 

ſame degree of Damnation. But cettainly din repented-of and - par- 


and unpardoned: otherwiſe there can be no difference between 
Penitent and ue omen, Ones, pardoned Saints and unpardoned 
Sinners, and ſo the Goſpel is overthrown. All Sin unrepented of | 
and unpardoned, is certainly damnable, and will produce- endleſs 
Damnation, if perſiſted in without Goſpel-Repentance- and Pardons 
But no Sin truly repented of, mortified and pardoned willbò damn. 
There is therefore nom no Condemnation to them which are-1n-Chri#t. Feſt 
who walk not after the Fleſh, bur after the Spirit. If indeed: God ſiculd 
be extream to mark Iniquity , and deal with the helyeſt Mer on 
Earth by way of ſtrict Juſtice without Grace. and Mercy in Chriſt; 
we were all undone, and no one of fallen Mankind could be ſaved: 


20, t God cannot 


deale with any of his Saints, becau awry 
holy Promiſe in Chrift freely to pardon, adopt and ſave all he Evan- 
zelically Penitent, which Promiſe God cannot but moſt freely. per- 
form. And therefore though in every godly, Man upon Earth 
lamented, mortified in e eee and ſa 
ul-teriporal Caſtigation, but not to his 


77 49. 


5 
ear, but the contrary doth appear: for it 


many . Conformiſts, Corcially agreeing in all Fundamentals, 
and Conſt itly neither of them afe Schiſnaticks; chargeable 
with antitundamental and daninable Schiſm, and yxt I deny not 
but there may be, and is a lower kind of Schiſm between theni. 
5 —.— ungodly Diflenters are Schiſmaticks, not becauſe they 
ae Hiffenters, hut becauſe they are ungodly, am de not walk in 
thofſeHvoly ways that godly Difſenters and:podly: Conformiſis do: 


and 


8 
* . 


SS — 


: inal ungodly: Coyforiiſts n Seviſumeiekt, ng Come 


2 Chriſt, and eanſeque 


 wilbbe in Heaven for ever, e is no kind of Siu. 


7 *p o 


are Confor miſts, but er g, are ungod a 
in thoſe holy ways that god gory iflenters and godly 504 - 
do; For à Schiſmatick is one who doth by a we. mind _ — 4 


od life ſeparate himfelf inwardly from Communion with God and 
all his Saints in Soul-faving ways, and doth inwardly- join him 


ſelf to the Devil andthe Society of Saint-hating and Soul-deſtroy- 


ing Sinners This is the Caſe of every ungodly Man and Woman 
in England, whether Conformiſt or Diſſenter, till they repent and 
become godly in- Chriſt Jeſus. What St. Au guſtine ſays, touchitig - 
Hereſie, Errare peſſum, bereticus eſſe nolo. chatnny each godly Man - 
fay touching Schiiſin, Errare poſſum,  Schiſmaticus eſſe nolo. For there 
cannot e true Godlineſs but there muſt needs be internal and 
vital Union and Communion with Chriſt the Head; and with ill - 
the Saints in Heaven and Earth who are His my ical „ as to 
all Fundamental and Soul- ſaving Truth and Piety, and confes + 


ſpract 0 
58 ä 


ently no Damnable Schiſm, no Soul-ryining Errout and Mi 
— But the Underſtanding, Will, Memory, Conſcience, 
and Converſation of every ungodly Man whether Di 


titer” or 


| ——— are damnably corrupt” and un holy there is no trifth - 


Soundneſs in him toward God and his 5 Ne Curſe Me- Fudg, 3. 


;* ("Said the Angel of the 2 Curſe ye bitterly abitantts theres 
of: becauſe they came 24 to the belp of the Lord 2 Mighty. All 
the ungodly ones in England, Vischer Bigentert or Colleen 
fall a. this Curſe, becaule they do not take part with 
and all the gedly every where againſt the Devil and Soul-deffr 2 
— Chriſt plainly” 
me- Now no ungodly Chriſtian is with Chriſt againſt ung 
though' outwardly and verbally: he may ſeem to be with clit 


yet inwardly and really he — A inſt him, he is on the-DeviVs fide 
y he is againſt God, and againſe 


Church ot God; 
— to periſhsring dh 


ier hol W and Concord, chi 
mvp 7 be Reed em dem in 
way of Gofpelzr and holy obedience, This Gs Here- 
„the Schiſ "ions 
u. Ilan wholly-ftes from all faulty Schifm aud Diviſſon For chers 


is ſome In voluntary and Lamented Sin, een in the beſt of mill. : 


tant Saiuts, which: though it Norh not extinguiſh holy Unions wit 


God and his People yer" it dot binder its perfection; 2 N : 
nd a0 + 


that tis not for ure ſo great and full th it ſhould 
CHAP. 14; In every godly Man on Earth there is a conrmont 


ented Undeliet, between the new Man a 
involuntary Relichslof the 6 Humifey and' r. 


( 


e x3 
&iea) «Atheiſt; Bot there ib ho Séd- 


Confli& or Combat between the Spirit and the Fleſh; 155 5 
a tween Faich and dam | 
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* 
ays, He that is not with mne, A * dun an 1 
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- tie iv ve them Grice ar Gary 
the Pro Inn and ot that to com re. 
tir Rock Stopberd d. 2 hs char re wh Tg, The E 
rhew:'in hit Boſom, 7 that life with Tong. The Devil \ 
and his fs in all enters and «0 
in all pious Conformitts, — — and al) that be cordially on his ; 
fide are for Godlinedd In all pious Conforniifts, and pious Diſſenters 

ally againſt the e of the Devil. — 2 

4 Hoch K rathey | —— N 


* 


the Mother the — . — pores her Danghter-i- 


| 1 lern- Lan ber Mather Ar-Law. Here Chriſt is S8. 
Author of à good and bl Aschifw, Divifioti and Warr usa inſt the - 
Devil and Soul g wickedveſs. Chrift having planted Diva 


Faith and Love in the Heart of this or. that Convert, now he - 

1 * — 7 from Satan und the ungodl World, and + 
and to the Church Militant and Trium 2 2 

henceforth he is divided a 


ainſt the Society of Wi 
the Devil their Captain, a F he Sa fl 6b acai, 
70 


Separatiſt: hehcefotth the Devil and bis Farty th 
-bating and 'Saint-hiting Sinners ate Aieded apa u 1 
ind ſo they are curſed Schiſmaticks. But with this iferwngh, 
there is no Hope of the Devil's Converſion,no Poſſibility of his Saks - 
vation : but there is .of the Converſion and Salvation: of cy .- 
Sinners on Earth. | 
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auc Things indifferent differ in Kind, as what a to by 
1 and kw may innocently be left undone. It never ſeemed 
to the holy Ghoſt,and to the infallibly Tun vided Apoſtles,to im- 
"158, Pole Things. no way 9 But Things fhuifferent are no way 
| \ neceſlary "But 6 inſt this Mr. B. tells wy They were therefore neceſ- 
7 Orders for that Funfture:' but all of them were wot neceſſary. 
plain therefore, that the Apoſtles, &c. 1 indifferent 1, and 
255 — Neceſſary toe, that 43, neceſſary to be practit d, becauſe auſe 1mper'd. 
conſequently this Text i A clear Precedent for the Im e of indiſ- 
n Thane But the contrary is plain: for dung ſome of the 
hings impoſed were not always neceſliry, but only for that Jun- 
þ on, and the Reſt were always neceſlary: yet roves that 
they were all of them neceſliry for that J and this they 
Were antecedent oy to the Impoſition, and ſo they were none of 
them ſimply indifferent before the Decree, they were not neceſſe 
te he ral. 'd, becauſe imposd, as you erroneoully aflett ; but» they 
were firſt neceſſary, fit and expedient, and therefore inipoſed. And 
If they had been altogether unneceſſary & indifferent precedently 
g the Impoſition, the, infallible Wiſdom and Authority of the 
Hol. Oboſt, and the Apoſtles, had never impoſed them; bot had 
Judged it good. not to impoſe them. And ſo this Text and this Pre- 
1 — 5 utterly makes againſt the impoſing of Things indifferent 
And no way .neceflary in God's Worſhip. | But it dg goad to he zealouſly 
EN always in a goed. Thing. But what is indifferent is aa good 
8 comman ed nor forbidden by God, and fo we are 
to be 8 5 for it, neither are we to be zealous againſt it, but 
1 Sor e left to each ones [Liberty, taking care that they be peace- 
Ad and gire no. 8 But againſt, n of impoſing 
2 ugs indifferent and ary in God's W we are ti be 
. 2ealous weary th it is 8 to t Truth of of t} the ſpel, and gives 
e 49.Superiors and Rulers Power to do ill, to — an exceſſive and 
e Number of en . we rly Elements, 
an AN hg og corru ripe fr overthrow an evacuate the 
ry. ce of A our great Duty to 
| Gat! Wordine made ur free. This Liberty 
fs pat for us, Gia no man may pete to 
in God's, Worſhip no way neceflary... What is ne- 
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rations; t. Though the thing impoſed be lawfull, and may be law- 
tully done by inferiors, yet IT it be not neceſlary and expedient , 


ot Godin a juſt Ruler will not ſuffer him to impoſe thoſe Things 
in God's Worſhip, which the Ruler himſelf doth know to be alto- 
f gether needleſs, inexpedient, unfit, unprofitable, though they be 


ing the People: ancl yet the People Numbred did not ſin by peace- 
able Submiſſion to that Impoſition, they did their Duty; but he con- 
fefleth, I have done very fooliſhly, he in that Particular was led by Am- 
bition; Indiſcretion, achnels, Incogitancy , Pride, and the like ill 
Principles that were a Snare to his Soul, and brought great Guilt 
upon him. Honeſt and valiant Uriah did his Duty in carrying the 
Letter of his own Execution, and running upon the ſword's Point at 
the Command. of his General: and yet King David committed 
enormous Sin in Writing the Letter, and Contriving and Ordering 
his Death as he did, that ſo he might marry his Widdow, and there- 
by conceale and cloke his ſhamefull Adultery. 2. Though it may 
be our Duty for Peace ſake and the Furtherance of the Goſpel, to 
do this or that indifferent Matter in God's Service,when command- 
ed hy our Superiors: yet we ſin it we do it in obedience to them, 
not becauſe we do it, but becauſe we do it upon & wrong PrincÞÞle. 
For upon the ſame Principle we are bound to comply with them in 
Sin, in laying upon the Church an intolerable multitude of need- 
leis things in God's Service, which certainly we are not. 3. It is 
one thing to do a thing indifferent in God's Service, barely becauſe 


Prudential Grounds, tor Peace ſake and to promote the Goſpel." 


and End is not the ſame; but quite different. By doing a thing 
indifterent and not neceſlary in God's Service, barely becauſe com- 
manded by our Superiors, we ſtrengthen them in Sin, we aid and 
encourage them in ill doing, - - ve aſcribe unto them Power and 


mand, we do in effte& idolize and deify mortal Men, and make 
their arbitrary and needleſs Impoſitions of equal Authority and 
Ulefullneſs with Gods own Commandgents, we become acceſſory 


to all. the Oppreſſion, Cruelty, Vexation, berſecution, Violence, un- 
reaſonable , and unconſcionable Severity done to pious and 


peaceable Diſſenters, who judge the thing impoled unlawfull and 


not indifferent. Though herein they are miſtaken and judge 


amiſs, yet being otherwile holy and good Men, and of a peaceable 
Spirit, and the Thing commanded being indifferent aue not ne- 
ceſlary, and the Church may well be without it, and if they coulel 


be convinced that the Thing is law full they would preſently Con- 
D form 


not flatly Sinfull. Havid ſamed greatly in the Buſineſs of Number- 28. 24, 


commanded by our Superiors : it is another thing to do it — | 
or 


though the thing done be the ſame, yet the inward Motive, Principle 


Authority to command what God never authorized them to com- 


eriors cannot without Sin enjoin it in God's Worſhip, He that 3549 2Þ 
ruleth ever Men muſt be juſt, ruling in the Fear of God. The true Fear 
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form, ſuch Perſons are not to be perſecuted, puniſhed, * "= 

| Glenced, but protected, countenanced and encouraged; the very 
Law in that Caſe is Criminal, becauſe it is unmercifull, void of 
Brotherly Love, repugnant to the Meekneſs and Gentleneſs of 
Chriſt, and that Goodneſs, Equity and Moderation which is due to 
Conſcientious, godly and peaceable Diſſenters. But when we do 
a Thing indifferent in God's Service, not becauſe it is commanded 
by our Superiors, but becauſe there is no Sin in doing it, and unleſs 
we do it the Shepherd will be ſmitten and the Sheep ſcattered, we 
ſhall occaſion much Sin in our Superiors, and draw upon our ſelves 
needleſs ſufferings, and prejudice the Church, and hinder the free 
. Cburſe of the Golpel, now we do our Duty; our Submiſſion to a 
tolerable inconvenience thus eircumſtantiated is, think, a neceſlary 
Duty, in the mean between rigid impofing Things indifferent, and 
ſuch as by Error and Miſtake fudge them to be Hnfull and not in - 
different. Hence learned and holy Zanchy wrote one Letter to 
Q Elizabeth with ſtrong Realons againſt impoling the Shrplice : and 
he wrote another Letter to F. Jewel with no lets ſtrong Realons for 
uling it, if the Queen would not remit of her Rigor, Proteſtation 
being Urſt made againſt the Doctrine and way of impoſing ſuch. 
needlely Things in God's Servicez the Mention of which Proteſta- 
tion a certain Conforming Divine, writing in defence of the lm- 
ſing Church of England, thought fit to torbeare, but it ought to 
ve been honeſtly Joe down, and no Part of flecefliry Truth con+ 
cealed. The Name of that Divine and his Book for Peace ſake l 

ſtucliouſly conceal. 

HAP. IB. Mr. g. ſays, if the Practice be lawfull, at all Practice: which 
our Superior: command in God's Worſhip ave, wileſs they are forbidden in 
Scripture > I ſay, 1 the Practice be lamfuil; we are umndoubtedly bound to 
new it. Becauſe we have a general and ſtrict Command from Cod him- 

fl to obey our Superiors in all lawfull' Things, But undoubtedly you 
iſtake in this Matter, und teach falſe Doctrine, and lay a great 
Snare for the Conſciences of Rulers and Subjects. For the Scri- 
ture doth accurately diſtinguiſh between Things lawfull and 
1 Coy. 6, Things expedient: Al Things are lamful unte me, but all Things are 
mch 16, d expedient 3, all Things re (awfull for me, but I will not be brought 
den under the Power of any, And again, Al ings are lawfull for- me, but 
all Things are nat expedient 1 all Things are lewfull for me, but all: Things 
+ edifie nat. Here is plain Diſtinction between Things lawtull and 
Things expedient , this Diſtin&ion is necefiary and inviolable. Cer- 
tainly very many Things are lawfull, but not neceflary, fit, expe- 
dient, deſirable, profitable, edifying. What Word of God doth 
oblige us under Pain of Sin and God's Diſpleaſure to obey our 
Ruters in every needleſs, inexpedient and unprofitable Thin 
commanded by them, if it be not unlawfull ? Where hath G 


given Power and Authority to Rulers to impole Things unnecefiacy 


* 


and inexpedient in his Service, if they be not unlawfull, and obliged 
us in conſcience to obey them in every ſuch Impoſition ? Produce 
but one 'Scripture, or but one ſubſtantial Reaſon proving this 


ſingle Point, and « the Cauſe. If one needleſs thing in 's 
Service be needfull, then by the ſame Reaſon two, three, four, and 
ſo on in infinitum , numberleſs needleſs things are needfull in God's 


Service, Which is a ContradiQipn and ſimply impoſſible. Chriſt 
- plainly ſays, But one Thing it needfull. But if God's Word bind us Zab. to 
to obey our Rulers in every needleſs Thing injoined by them in 
his Service, provided it be not unlawfull, then there can be no 
difference between things needfu]l and things needleſs, and ſo the 
one thing needfull is ſubverted, and God's Service is made to conſiſt 
in things altogether needleſs. Can Chriſtian. ears beare to hear 
this rine? If humane Laws can alter the immutable Nature of 
things, & make things xeedleſs in God's Worſhip weedfall, then by the 
{ame Reaſon they can turn Laws into Divine, and make Duty 
no Duty, and Sin no Sin, and God no God, and all things to be no- 
279 and nothing to be all things. 
CHAP. 19. Ofall needleſs things needleſs Laws are moſt offen- 
ſive: and of all needleſs Laws none Id faulty as thoſe which injoiu 
needleſs things in God's Works and Service under a ſevere Penal- 
ty. All true Fearers of God, all good Miniſters in preachirfg, all 9 
found Caſhiſte, all good and edifying Writers ot praQtical 8 
unanimouſly agree in this Prineiple, Y i: ner ſafe te go to the weſt 
Bownds of what i lawſull. Then it cannot be fate and good for Rylers 
and Superiors to be regardleſ\ whether the things Impoſed by them 
in Goel Service be necefliry or unneceſliry, expedient or inex 
dient, fit or unfit, provided they be lawfull, and not flatly Sinfull. 
Licitis perimns omnes. Is it not abundantly enough for our Duty, 
if we obey our Rulers in all things meceſſary, and tolerate things 
tolerable, and chule Suffering rather than Sin? What more can be 
aſcribed to God himſelf than this, that we are bound in Conltience 
to obey his Inſtitution of Baptiſm ? If alſv we be bound in Conſei- | 
ence to obey our Rulers Inſtitution of the Croſs in Baptiſm, ſup- 4 
poſing it not unlawfull, then what difference can there be between 
God's Law and Mans Law, between Baptiſm ordained by God and 
the Croli ordained by Men / Do we not hereby make Men Coequal 
with God, and their arbitrary and needleſs Impoſitions coequal in 
Authority and Neceſſity with Divine Preſcriptious ? Certainly no 
humane Law by it ſelf can bind the Conſcience : for Conlcience 
being altogether within us, the deepeſt thing in Man, & out of the 
reach of other Men, it cannot ex natura rei be bound fave by ſome- 
what Superior to every Man on earth, and that only is the Law of 
God. But no law of God doth oblige us under Pain of Sin to obey 
our Rulers in all needleſs, arbitrary, inexpedient, unprofitable 
things injoined in Ggd's — if they be lawfull. The Divine 
r 2 Law 
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Law doth indeed oblige us to be good Subjects, to be prudent and 
pencenble, and of two Kvils to chuſe the leſs, and not to - omit a: 
neceſliry Duty for the ſake of ſome tolerable inconvenience. But 
to ſky that we are bound in Conſcience under Pain of Sin and God's 
Diſbleaſre to obey our Superiors In all inexpedient und needleſs 
Impoſitions, it they be not unlawfull, is utterly atheological, and 


intolerably abſurd & Soul-enſnaring. Job an eminent & chief Ruler 


did not deſpiſe the Cauſe of his Man-Servant, or of bis Maid-Servant, when 
they contended with him, but would hear them 1 and do 
them right, when he found they had Truth and Equity on their 
ſide. When the Decree was read to the Gentile-believers, they re- 
joyced for the Conſolation, becauſe only things neceſſary, expectient, 
fit & profitable were impoſed on them.But when things unneceſſary 
& inexpeclient are impoled , though they be not flatly Sinfull, that 
cannot but be Matter of ſorrow & heavineſs to right- aiming Mini- 
ſters and Chriſtians; becauſe our Rulers have ſwerved from the Rule 
of Duty, and if the Law be eſtabliſhed with a ſevere Penalty, and ac- 
cordingly exeented, the Conſequence cannot but be very ſad to 
the Church and Mens Soltts. As in the Controverſy between Pa- 
piſts and Proteſtants the Pope is no Judge, but a Party judged by 
God : ſo in the Controverly between the Diſſenters and Confor- 
miſts, the Biſhops in foro interno are no Judge, but a Party judged 
by God. What is neceſſary, expedient, decent, profitable, edify- 
ing in God's publick Worſhip, and what is not, belongeth to God 
alone to judge and decide infallibly, ſo as to bind every Man's Con- 
ſctence to acquieſce therein, his Law is the Rule of Judicature, he 
only in foro interna is ſupreme Judge according to his Word, and an 
univerſal, and perfect Deciſion of theſe Points in Controverſie to 
the Conviction of every Man's Conſcience, is not to be expected 
till the Day of Judgment. But in the mean time this is plain, if 
the Difſenters agree with you in all Fundamentals, (as you cannot 
but own they wn and would for Peace ſake Conform to the things 
in Queſtion, if they could be convinced that they are all lawfull, 
and no way enſnaring, (as you are bound in Chriſtian Charity to 
believe them cordially willing) aud you will not. unite with thein 
upon theſe Terms, then there muſt needs be a Schiſm, a 27 
and Scandalous breach, and at your Door it wilt lie. They would 
fain unite with you upon yourTerms,but upon their own Principles 
they cannot without Sin againſt God ; you upon your own Princi- 
ples might unite with them by neceſlary Condeſcenſion, without 
any Sin againſt God, and will not, and ſo you are the Peace- 
breakers, you arethe Authors and Upholders of bad and ſad Schiſm, 
God and Conſcience will charge it upon you, by rigorous adhering 
to things not neceſſary. P © Ra han ts 
CHA P. 20. Mr. B. his firſt Charge againſt the Diſlenters is, that 
they are no valid Miniſters for want of Epiſcopal Ordination, that 
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tion is neceſlary, that Ordination in Fxxtand without the Biſnop 1 
nul) and yoid therefore the Diſſthters rn is Schiſ- 


maticks. Theſe things he proſechtes ſu ſeveral 
o Charge is very deep, ſo the Proof is very weak. For the better 
learing of this n let us for Argument ſake ſy 
the Engliſh Biſhops to be Apoſtles, coequal with Apoſtles themſelves 
as to Miniſterial Office and Authority ; yet even ſo, all things con- 
ſidered, Mr. Bennet's Cauſe cannot ſtand. For we may not 1dolize 
Apoſtles, we may not follow them in every thing that they faid 
and did; for in ſome things they ſinned and did amjſs, and we mn 
not follow them therein, but onely wherein they follow'd Chriſt. 


Be ye. followers of me, even . 1 alſo am of Chriſ, Wherein they left * Ls. 


Chriſt we are to leaye them. One Apoſtle was Judas the Traitor, 
the Son of Perdition, a moſt vile and wretched Man. Another 


Apoſtle and the firſt ot all the twelve, once gave Chriſt very bad 
Counſel, for which he ſharply rebuked him, ſaying, Ger thee behind 


me Satan, thou art an Offence unto me. Afterward through Fear he did 
With his Tongue three ſeveral times deny Chriſt,and the third time 
he forſwore him. Afterwards he did Judaize' and prevaricate at 


Antioch, and walked not uprightly according to the Truth of the 


Goſpel, for which Paul was conſtrained to reprove him openly, or 


before all the Saints, becauſe he was to be blamed. Several other- 
things are left upon Record, wherein the Apoſtles did amiſs, that ſo 


we might not eſteem them more than Men, and make them equal 
with God. It an Angel from Heaven, or an Apoſtle, ſnould teach 
a falſe Goſpel, not I, but God's Word by the Mouth of an Apoſtle 
denouncethhim accurſed. This being ſo, then if Apoſtles themſelves 


were now living, and ſhouldlay the Peace and Unity of the Church 


upon things not neceſſary, and ſhould refuſe to Ordain worthy and 
fit Men for the Miniſtry, without Subſcription and Conformity to 


ſomething ſinfull and enſnaring in the Judgment of the Perſons to 


be Ordained,andindifferent anc not neceſſary in the judgment ot 


the Ordainers, herein the Apoſtles ſhall greatly erre, and neceſſt- 


tate thoſe worthy and fit Men to leave them, and refuſe Ordina- 


tion from them, and procure Ordination from ſuch Paſtors and 


Teachers as will Qrdain without ſuch Impoſitions. 


HA. 21. Mr. B. alledgeth, *Tis ſaid indeed, that a Man cannot be 
Ordained by our. Biſhops, without Subſcribing, & c. Aud where, I pray, is 


the Sin of, Subſcribing.? But, ſay they, ſome godly Men cannot comply with 


. theſe Subſcriptions, which our Laws and Biſhops require. And what then ? It 


there an abſolute Neceſſity, that thoſe godly Men, as they are called, muſt be 
»Qrdained ? Cannot the Church (ubſift, unleſs they in particular do become 
- : Clergy-Men ? If they cannotſubſeribe, and be Ordained , they may continue 


Tonen without any Subſcription. In your judgment Subleribing is no 


gree 
that 


Sin, but it is Sin in the Judgment of Diſlenters,and both ſides « 


axe Uſirpers of the Nrinſſterlal Othce; that Epiſcopal Ordina- 
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tt dan is not to be approved and done 8 Now look 
4 what Neceſſity there is for you upon yout Principles to be aClergy- 
ty for the Diſſehter upon his Princighs | 


Man, thereis the like Nec 
to be a Clergy-Man. The Church of God is neither yourg,nor his, but 
urch, which he hath purchaſed with his own ou, 


ſerve God, and be uſefull to his Church and. to precious Souls 
the good Improvement of ſuch Talents, Abilities & Gifts as he ha 


committed to your Truſt. And ſeeing you confeſs that the Difleh- | 
4 you in all Eſſentials, then by your own Confeſſion 


ter agrees wit 


he muſt needs agree with you in all the Eſſentials of Ordination 


and Miniſterial Office and Authority; and ſo you. cannot be againſt 
the. Subſtance ot his Miniſtry, but you muſt needs be againſt your 


7 38 


; Gal. 4. 9. different, weak and begge 


of them, and be 


he neither good nor bad, but plain 


laxed or diſpenſed with. Now the things in queſtion are confeſlbd 


Me 

| Dutics of Equity, Clarity, Chriftian Unity and oy $; www than 
| beggerly Elements and - 

the 


.ceſſary to conſtitute u Cull to the Miniſtry, and 
. e 5 0 | 


own; and look what it is that ſolidly proves you a true Goſpel- 
Miniſter, that very thing doth no leſs prove the Difſenter to be ſo 
too, becauſe you both agree in the Foundation. 2 2 
CHA P. 22. You add, And ſurely tis unredſonab 
Lam ſhould be broken, whenſoever this or that godly Man de fires it. If bis 


Conſcience be againſt Subſcription, let him fit down contented without Ordi- 


nation. For *tis utterly unfit, that the ſettled Rules of Government ſhould be 
broken 6 the Humour of every one, that is called a godly Perſon. If the 
Laws be plainly good and neceſſiry wary godly Man will be glad 
| | oblerve them if they be plainly bad andfinfull, 
it is highly reaſonable ahd 2 that they be broken; if they 


1 indifferent as to the thin 
1njoined, then it may be our Duty for Peace ſake to tolerate tho 
things, till the Laws be abrogatecl, or the Penalties annexed be re- 


by the Authors of The Preface contained in the Common-Prayer- 


Book, to be in their own 
Diſſenters ſome of them ate ſinfull and enſnaring, and ſo they ate 
conſtrained to refule Epiſcopal Ordination, In ſtead of ſaying, 
If bir Conſcience be againſt Subſcription, let him fit down contented without 
Ordination + you ſhould rather ſay, if his Conſcience be againſt Sub- 
{cription to the things in queſtion, i my, He their own Nature in- 

rly Elements, let him po to thoſe that will 
Ordain without them, and unite with us in all things neceſſary, 


"and take his Liberty, we will not at all queſtion the validity of his 


Ordination, we Will not differ with him about 113 meerly in- 
Ifferent. It is utterly unfit that the holy Laws of God injoining 


rather than Sacrifice, and the neceſliry and maſt weighty 


ſhould 


nd Things indifferen 
umor of every one that is called 41 
Father in God. Do but make it plain from God's 
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truly for the Pious Difſenter as for the Pious Conformiſt,, becatſ 
both accepted of God, who doch graciouſly overlook a 


. Goſj 
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Kere ang ous Diſlenting Miniſters, as agreeing in the Foun - 
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they are Brethren in Chriſt, and agree in the Foundation, and are 


rdof 
undiſcerned lefler Errors, the Heart being Sincere. The Diffenters — 
deſire not any - - thing unreaſonable, or unfit, they would not 
have the ſettled Rules of Government broken for the Humor of 
any one that is called a godly Perſon and is but nominally ſo. They 
only defire that ſuch as are truly = and agree in all Efſentials, — 
and are good Chriſtians and Subjects, may as to ſuch things 
as be extrafondamental, indifferent and not neceflary to the Bein 
and Unity of God's. Church, and becauſe of Conſcientious a 
peaceable Diſſent therein, not be ſhut out of the Church, counted 
and uſed as Schilinaticks, and denyed thoſe Fundamental 
Rights and Priviledges, Advantages and Encouragements in well- 


doing, which the Divine Law doth oblige Rulers to extend to Jeſus 


Chriſt in all that be truly his impartially. When ye Sin ſo againit the 1 Cor. 8.. 
Brethren, and wound their weak Conſcience, ye Sin againſt m_ Where 
fore if Meat make my Brother to offend, I will eat no Fleſh while the World 
ftandeth, leſt I make my Brother to offend. By the ſame reaſon, if impo- 
ſing things indifferent and not neceſſary in God's Service, make 
any of my Chriſtian Brethren to offend, I will not impoſe one thing 
indifferent upon any of them while the World ſtandeth yz it they 1 
will unite with me in all things neceſſkry, I ask no more, I ſeek no 
further, as to other Matters neither commanded, nor forbidden. 
by God, I leave them to their free Liberty. This is to be the pious. | 
Reſolution of all the Conforming lergy and Layatys and {© the ; 
Schiſm and Breach between the two main Parties of Proteſtants in 
England and Ireland will be healed, to the joy of all good Men, 

HAP. 23. Mr. B. 0. The Church may be abundantly {applies with Þ 38. 
pio us and learned Cergy- In, that do and wil readily Subſcribe, &r. tho? 
ſuch Perſons at Seruple Subſcription, &c. be never, Ordaineds And wh 
then muſt God's etabliſhed Rule of Ordination by Biſhops be byoken, to pleaſe 
the Fancy of ſome who Scruple Subſcription, tho without Subſcription they can» 
nov receive. Epiſcopal Ordination / But 1 your ſuppoſed pivus and 
learned Clergy-Men have no more Piety and Learning than your 
Buok is ſolid and convincing, the Church will be far from being 
—— 2 45 Bleſled be God for pious and learned Clergy» 
Men Conformiſts, and for pious & learned Clergy-Men Diflenters,. K 
the Church hath need of both, and they do mutually need each: I 
others ax oY, Counſel, Comfort, Aſſiſtance and Fellowſhip in tha | 

el. The Church is not the Church, unleſs it be the Chitrch. 

od. The Church of God is the myſtical Body of Chriſt, the 
bleſſed Company of all faithtull People, any other Chureh is Ecoleſis 
malignantium, the Synagogue of Satan. The true Church of God: 
doth with equal Tenderneſs embrace all pious Conforming Mini- 
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2 yſe performed by Men ca tles; but becauſe it was, 
— y 5 7 Wefdbig to the Truth of the Goſpel: and ſilks 
"the Ordination of Diſfenters, , it is - - performed by them accotd- 
nig to the Truth of the Goſpel, no one thing Bfltn rc ney 
_ -Neceflary being lacking, you your ſelf being Judge ; for you al- 
ſert and confeſs that they agree with you in all, Eſſentials, and 
there fore they muſt needs by your own honeſt Coficeſſion agree 
with you in all the Efleutials of Ordination. It is not Sin, but the 
holy. Fear of Sin that keeps them from comply ing with the Terms of 
Epiſcopal Ordination. Suppoſe for Diſputation- Jake, that they be 
n a miſtake by judging Non- Conformity a Duty: and Clergy: - 
_ +Formity a Sin: yet cannot this nullifie their Ordination, becauſe 
| it is plainly a tolerable Errour, an Errour that is not eaſily diſcern - 
” oſ able, that cannot be infallibly demonſtrated from God's Word to 
be nn Errour. And if no Ordination be valid in God's Church, but 
. what is performed without all kind of Errour, then Epiſcopal Ordi- 
nation is invalid, Ordination performed 7 Apoſtles themſelves 
was invalid; for they were not whol! e fron all Kind of Er- 
1 rour. Who can underſtand bis Errours ? The Apoſtles themſelves ſay, 
. e know in part, and we prop be ſis in part. It is the Biſhops who go from 
_ © - + God's eſtabliſhed Rule of Ordination, by rigorous and unreaſon- 
able inſiſting upon gene not neceſſh 
. of Diflentets Sinfull and enſnaring- Here the Queſtion 
s not whether the things ſcrupled by Diſlenters be lawfull, of not! 
but whether they be neceſſary and expedient in the Judgment of 
che Holy Ghoſt, who cannot poſſibly be deceived ? If indeed they 
be all lawfull, then the Diſſenter muſt needs be in an Errour by 
thinking ſome of them unlawtull, Stante diſtamine he cannot Con- 
torm and come over to your Terms. But you by owning the things 
to be lawfull, but not neceſſiry , may en iy gain all the Diſlenters, 
and win them to you, and be one with them, and they with you, 
29.8. if you will but deny your ſelves, and take your Croſi daily, and follow 
Chyiſt the Prince of Peace: if you will but lay aſide unneceſiiry 


* 7 — . 
* 


KRigour, and impole only the gentle Yoke of Chriff, and forbear ii 


;>ntedlels, inexpedient, unprofitable Impoſitions of your own de- 
viſing, that do no good, the Yielding and Condeſcention for Peace 
make muſt be on your ſide. ben a 4 
CHAP. 24. Your Surmiſe that herein the Diſſenters are led by 
groundleſs F#ncy, is very unreaſonable and uncharitable : but 
you have an ill Cauſe, which cannot ſtand without ſomething ill to 
{>wuphold it. I will name one Diflenter, and but one, though many 
more might be named; but by that one it may appear what kind 
of Mey haye been ſilenced in England, and kept out of the Rank 
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of Clergy-Men, Miniſters and Paſtors. The Perſon 1 intend is | 
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* 9 MBS» us TH . ah : 
Mr. rr lived, and died a Nonconformiſt Miniſter, . 
Man of God, a kind of Apoſtolical man by reaſont of his yearly | 

viliting Wales, and travelling through that Country, purely up-'" ' 

on a Chriſtian account, at his own Charge, 'to do good to precious - 

Souls, but not permitted to exerciſe the miniſterial Office, His Fu- 
neral Sermon was preacht by Dr. Tillotſon, afterwards A: B. of 

"Canterbury, wherein a true Character is given ot him as excelling in 

- Holineſs ,Goodneſs, Humility, Heavenly-mindedneſy, Peaceable- — 

neſs, Zeal for God, Love to Souls, Inoffeuſiveneſs, univerſal ReQi- 

tude conſtant Serenity of Mind, a e Life and bleſſed, 

Death, he had a good Report of all Men and of the truth jt ſelf. -. 
e was an eminent Miniſter of Chriſt, but not ſuffered to be a 

iniſter in England, Pudet hac opprobia nobir, hor dici potuiſſe c ton 

pot uiſſe refelli. O Feruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the Prophets, amd 

ſtoneſt them which are ſent wnto thee O Pe England, thou thar 

counteſt God's Eminent Miniſters no Miniſters, that doſt Silence 

2 Perſecute and miſuſe the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his faith- 

full Miniſters! O Act of Uniformity, that layeſt the Peace 

and Unity of God's Church upon unſeriptural Terms, and think- 

eſt thou doeſt God good Service in fileneing and , perſecutin 

Multitudes of Uſeful, Holy, Able, Exemplary and Worthy Gol- 
pel-miniſters, either for no fault at all, or for a very ſinull one, 
contrary to that Lowlineſi and Meekneſt, that long- offering and for- 

bearance in Love, Which God obligeth thee for his luke to exerciſe, 76.4. 3. 

and ſtill bleſſeth thy ſelf in thine .impenitency ? How doeſt thou 

think to make thy appearance before the Lord Jeſus Chriſt with 

Boldneſs and Comfort at the great Day? Read and conſider theſe 

Words, and repent in time, Wheſcever therefore ſhall confeſt me be- 

fore Men, him will I confeſi alſo 704 my Father which it in Heaven. Mat. o. i. 

But whoſoever ſhall deny me before Men, him will I alſo deny before my Fa- 

ther which ig in Heaven. Now thou Att of Uniformity, doſt deny 6 

Chriſt in Maltitudes of his Miniſters, and curſeſt thoſe whom he 

tloth bleſs, and reſecteſt thoſe whom he doth receive, and art a- 

ſhamed of thoſe whom he doth Honour: Thy very Advocates 

and Patrons cannot but own that the Difſenting Miniſters agree 
inall Eſſentials and Fundamentals, and yet thou hardeneſt thy 
ſelf in thine Errours and Ill-doings, and wilt not repent, and know 
the way of Peace, 5 | | 

CH AP. 25, Mr. B. hath along Paſſage out of Dr. Maurice, 

which concludes thus. If we therefore do judge ſuch Ordinations here 107. 40. 

be Nullities, becauſe admmiſtred by Subordinate Officers, 4gainſt the Laws 

7 the Church, in oppoſition to their Superiors, and ægainſt the prattice and 

Aiſcipline of the primitive © Chriſtians, we cannot be thought ſingular in this 
Judgment © Since all Ancient Churches would have done the ſame thing, 

"all the Proteſtant Churches in Europe, in the like Caſe, would 
follow our Example. For anſwer hereto let thefe following conſi- 
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derations be calmly aud 4 minded. 1. The Ordination 
, performed here by Proteſtant Diflentets, are plainly Contorma- 
le to, and not againſt the laws of the Church. Por the Chireh 
is the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, the bleſſod Company of al! faithful 
People, as the Zitwrgy doth well expreſy it. Beſides this one U- 
niverſa! Church, there is no other but the Synagogie of Satan 
the whole Society of faithleſs and ungodly Sinners . The laws o 
the Church are thoſe ſet down in theBible z The Sum whereof 
} go juſtly, and loving Mercy,and walking humbly with our 
od, The Olſſenters Ordinations are not repugnant to, but well 
* - Confiſtent herewith. 2. It is not true that the Difſknters Ording- 
tlons are performed by Subordinate Officers, in Mae to their Supe» 
riert. For they are performed by Goſpel-miniſters, Owing and 
__ Spiritual Subje&ion to Chriſt and his Goſpel, and Civil 
Subjection to the Queen as Supreme Ruler by the Sword, and to 
her lawfull Deputies. But the Biſhops have no governing Supfe- 
MACY2 they are not Chriſt, they are not the Queen, they are ' 
but Diſciples of Chriſt, and the Queen's 1 * We are not the 
Biſhops Miniſters, but Chriſt's Miniſters ; We are not the Biſhops 
Subjects, but the Queen's Subjects. Authority to Preach, to r. 
theSacraments, to ordain Miniſters, to rule and diſcipline the Church 
by God's Word, is not partly from Chriſt and partly from the Queen 
Dor the Biſhops, but entirely from Chriſt, qui unn & ſolus habet 
| * Pobaret, poteſtatem, et præponendi nos in Fccleſie ſus Gubernatione, & de actu 
= Gap. noſtro judicandi, as bleſſed Cyprian rightly aſſerteth. Gocl's Word in 
* the Mouth of the meaneſt Goſpel-miniſter, is Superior to Apoſt- 
les and Biſhops, to the higheſt on Earth and to the Angels of Hea- 
ven. 3. If the Biſhops claim a Governing Supremacy in God's 
Church, by that very Claim they make themſelves Papal Uſurpers 
cContrary to the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, and to the 
27th Article of Religion. Apoſtles themſelves had nu governin 
Brupremacy, but only Subordinate ney as the Miniſters of chr 
1.4. 1 and Stewards of the Myſteries of God. If the Biſhops claim no govern- 
* ing Supremacy, then Presbyters cannot be their Subordinate Off- 
„ ; cers : For Supreme and Subordinate are related, and do mutual- 
ly prove and infer each other; no Supreme Authority, no Sub- 
_ ordinate Authority. 4 The Practice and Diſcipline of the primi- 
tive Chriſtians is that ſet down in the Bible : But nothing in all 
4 the Bible doth prove the Diſſenters Ordination to be null and in- 
1 valid. The Biſhopscannot have greater Authority tha nA poſtles. 
5 But Apoſtles tbemſelves had no Authority to command and im- 
pole unneceſſary and inexpedient things, though ſfawfull, but 
only ſuch things as were not only lawfull, but allo neceſlary and 
expedient. But it can never be proved that all the thingsinqueſti- 
on are necefiary and expedient, and if but one thing be unneceſ- 
fafy and inexpedient, though lawfull, then the AR of 2 
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inlty cannot hut be an ill AR, becauſe it impoſeth what ls need- 
ot and ine Li jent upon all Chriſt's Miniſters in the Nation un- 

der a ſevere Penalty. If indeed all the things in queſtion be law- 

full, then I think for peace ſike the DiNenters vught"to Conform, 
and Comply with the Biſhops way of Ordination, and forbear Pres- 
byterian Ordination, ſuppoſing them clearly ſatisfied that they 
are Lawfull. For though they be needleſs and inexpedient, yet 
if they be not unlawfull, they are tolerable inconveniences, and 


* 


for Peace and Unity ſake we are to Submit to them, and not ſb- 74 
þþ 


rate from one another in God's, ſervice-for ſuch things. 
CH AP. 26. The Diſſenters cannot be convinced that all the 
things in queſtion are lawful. You ſay they are all lawful andare 
ſatizfied in Conſcience that they are ſo, but it is plain they are 
not all neceſlkry and expedient, and ſo it is your duty to forbear - 
the impoſing of ſuch things as are not, neceſliry and expedient, 
and you Sin againſt God by continuing and keeping up the im- 
_ poſition. But there being none on Earth that can authoritatively 
and infallibly 1 this ſingle Controverſy between the two Par- 
ties, Whether all the Points 0 oy - conformity candidly under ſtood, be 
lawful or not? It doth not infalli Werner that the Diſſenters do 
err pad Jucge amiſs, by judging ſome of the things in queſtion Sin- 
full, by refuſing Epiſcopal Ordination. But rather you by Con- 
feſſing that [they agree with you in all Eſſentials and Fundamen- » 
tals, do invincibly eſtabliſh the Diſſenters Ordination, and the Diſ- | 
ſenters need none other to juftifie their Cauſe but your ſelves. For 
this is not only ergumentum ad hominem, but alſo argumentum ad rem. 
Do but ſoundly prove and make good our own Ordination, and 
the Validity thereof againſt the Atheiſt, the Infidel, and the com- 
mon Enemy of Chriſtianity, and you do eo ipſo eſtabliſh the Diſ- 
ſenters Ordination, and the Validity thereof, as being one ane 
the ſame with your own as to all Eſſentials, and things ſimply =: 
neceſlary. I grant that if all the things in queſtion be law- -* 
ful, then for Peace ſake Fpiſcopal Ordination is neceſſary, and 
Presbyterian Ordination is what ought not to be. But if-- any of 
the things in queſtion be unlawful and flatly finful, then you cannot 
but grant that Presbyterian Ordination is neceflary, and Epiſco-— 
pal Ordination ought not to be. Here therefore the Diſſeuter is 
uponeven ground with you, and either you muſt juſtifie the Dif- 
ſenters Ordination, or Condemn your own, and plainly ſay that 
there is no ſuch thing as Ordination, and that the Goſpel it ſelf is 
but a Fable. Suppoſe the utmoſt, that the Diſſenter at the Day of 
Judgment be found to be in an Etrour, and God ſhall then decide 
and determine that all the Points of Clergy-Conformity are law- 
ful, and that it was his duty to be Epiſcopally Ordained, ant! to 
refuſe Pesbyterian n. What then? Will therefore * 
2 . , 
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and ſhut. them aut of Heaven for ever} Will he fy, Devil, be- 
cauſe theſe Diſſenters were deceived in one ſmall Poi 
not ſo Knowing, ſo Holy, ſo Good. ks they ought to have been, 
though they were in ſome meaſure Knowing, Holy, Good, there- 
fore away with them, and lay them Body and Soul, in Hell, as 
:hatefull and execrable Schismaticks, and let them be damned for 
nn ever? As a Deformed, Sickly, Wounded, Blind, Lame Man is 
4 eta true Living-man, and it would be a capital Crime wilful- 
ly to kill him: So Presbyterian as well as Epiſcopal Ordination 


tolerable Defects, Spots, Blemiſhes, Errours, Infirmities. - 
_ CH AP, 27. The paſtoral Office is neither from the People, 
nor from the Clergy, not from the Magiſtrate, nor from all theſe 
Conjunct, but only 
miniſterial Qualification, the Goſpel is his, the Sacraments are His, 
the Church is his, all Souls are his, all good Du is 7 { 9% "2404 by 
him, and he worketh all in all good Effects. What Apoſtles, E- 
vangeliſts, Biſhops, Presby ters, Paſtors may do by way of Probation, 
impoſing Hands, Faſtigg a Prayer, Inſtruction, Admonition, 
Exbortation, Charge, Mthorizing, after a folemn Way and Man- 
ner, muſt be ſuppoſed for ſubſtance to be according to the truth 
of the Goſpel, or it is altogether Null and invalid, as lacking a 
| good Foundation. For other foundation can no Man lay, than that it laid 
- which it Jeſus Chriſt.lf the Diflenters Ordination do not for Subſtance 
L #tand —— this divine Foundation, it cannot be told what is va- 
lid Ordination, « wide Door is opened for numberleſs Rebaptiza- 
tions, Reorclinatlons, and Reiterations of pus and the ſame Goſ- 
pel-ardinance, and the Conſtlenets of Chriitian People are caſt 
upon endleſs perplexities touching the true Church, and true Sa- 
ertments, and” true Miniſtry, and the Way to Heaven, and you 
« bring in the exploded Heretical Schiſin and Schiſnatical Hereſle 
of the Donutiits, | W451 
CHAP, 28. For the Sum of the Controverſy between the Do- 
= natiſts and the Orthodox is $4 this: The Donatiſts maintain- 
ed that Baptiſm is partly from God, and partly from the Miniſter, 
but principally fromGod ! And that it js not theBaptiſm ofChrift un- 
leſs it be holy, and holy it cannot he if the Miniſter be viſibly 
unholy 4 For the Effect cannot be better than the Cauſe, nor the 
Streams more pure than the Fountain from whence they Proceed. 
TheOrthodox did ſoundly and invincibly aflert and prove, that ha 
tiſm js not partly fromGod, and partſy' from the Miniſter, but only 
| from Gol as all in all, though not without the Miniſtery but he 
uelds no Perfection to God. And therefore though the Miniſter be 
” Viſibly Unholy, like Hophmi and Phineos, t 
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the Miniſter, doth not nullifie his Office and Calling, it doth 
make him no Miniſter, his Office and Calling is of God, the got 
Doctrine taught by bim, and the Sacraments for Subſtance diſpenſ; 
| ed by him according to the Goſpel, are my and. Pure, and ar 

not at all corrupted, defiled, nullified, invalidated by the Perſonal . 
Scandals and Enormities of the Miniſter, though, they are Matter 
of Grief to all good Men, and it would be much more comfortable 
to the Saints to have Minifters blameleſs and holy, and where ſud 
can be had they are to be had. "Thoſe Conforming Brethren who 
deny Ordination by Diſſenters to be valid, proceed upon the Po- 
natiſtical Principle, and' cannot but ſo do while they are intangled 
in that Snare. For this in ſhort is the Sum of their Arguing, that. 
Ordination is partly from God, and partly from the Biſhop as the- 
Head-Clergy-Man, but principally from God. This 1 deny, and 
contend that it is heretical Doctrine, though 1 do not think thoſe 
to be Hereticks'who ignorantly aflert it, if it be but the Errour of 
their Heads and Brains, and not of their Hearts and Lives, if it be | 
not their Idol, and they be otherwiſe godly Men. But the Principle 1 
it ſelf is Heretical and Anti- Fundamental; for God is not God,, 4 
unleſs he be infinitely perfe& z and therefore no Effect can beſpart- 
ly-from God, and partly from the Creature, but God is truly all in 
all good Effects, and the Creature addeth no Perfection to him 
As two dead Corpſes joined together, cannot make one living Man: 
{þ it God and the Biſhop concurr in Ordination as two partial 
Cauley, they cannot make one Inflaitely gg Cauſe! and no in- | 
finitely perfect Cauſe, no God, [ m the Lord, that it my Name, and 11441. F. 
Glory will I wot give to another, To aſcribe Ordination partly to 
od, and partly to the Biſhop, is to wake the Biſhop coequal und = 
coordinate with God, and to mike God himſelf Imperfett and no 
God, it is to give his Glory to another. The holy Apoſtles did not ; 
eſteem themſelves avy thing, but aſcribed all to God only, Look ray, 1.7; 
from whom the Apoſtles had their miniſterial Au from 
the very ſame Fountain all Goſpel-Miniſters have thelr ſhe and 
Function to the End of the World. But the Ag had not their 
Authority partly from God, ancl partly from themſelves, but from 
him onely and entirely by his Wore believed and obſerved. And 
Where now is God's: Word believed and obſerved in Ordination,” 
there is certainly valid Ordination. 

CHAP, 29. It indeed a Party of the Conforming Clergy, having 
no Conſcientious Seruples againſt Subſcription and Conformity, 
ſhould'in imitation of Corah and his Confederates, of meer Ambl- 
tion anck wicked Lutt preſume to Ordain without the Biſhop, anel 
contrary to the Will bt the Biſhop , this Ordination might well be 
pronounced null and invalid, not barely becauſe it is rr 
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2 ed by P (309 but becauſe it is perform 
"4 form meer Presby ters; 
em ebntrary to cb, unk of th Goſpel, and e 6 goo 
4 oundation, being founded in manifeſt Pride, Impiety, Uncharit- 
8  ableneſs, Envy, Vn aceableneſs, Diſorder, Uſurpation, vontrary 
6 the Principtes of thoſe who Ordain and fo they are ſilf-con- 
e e Butic is otherwiſe 8 to Diltntary N . bare is 
.. 65. 8. Plainly a oundation. Thus ſaith the Loy net, for 4 
f Conn 1 #. The Diſſenters Ordination is Bans in Truth , 
in the Rear of God; in Chriſtian Meekneſy, in holy Concord, in re- 
gular Conſiſtency with all valid Ordinations upon Earth; if ſome 
eller Errours, Weakneſſes, Defekts, Infirmities cleave to. it, and 
o along with it, they are all tolerable among Brethren, they are 
b Tat ſuch as all God's Saints and faithfull Miniſters are more or 
. leſs Incident to while in the Body, Apoſtles themſelves did not 
make God's Word, but his Word Believed and Obſerved made them 
o * £4.44 and the very ſame Word Believed and Obſerved makes 
| all other Goſpel-Miniſters to the End of the World. 
* CHAP, 30. This Principle, that - - - Ordination is partly from 
\ God as Supreme, and partly from the Biſhop as Subordinate and the 
Head-Clergy-Man, is the ſame with the graceleſs Do&rine of Pe- 
ian, Semipelagians and Arminiant. For Mr. John Goodwin in the 
Preface to his Book for Univerſal Redemption, doth moſt aptly and 
plainly ſo _ their Doctrine, and the very Opening of ibis enough 
to confute it, he there ſpeaks to this Freed 3 Suppoſe the Work 
-of ſaving Faith to conſiſt of a thouſand Parts, nine. hundred ninety 
and nine are to be aſcribed to Divine Grace, and but one ſmall Part 
: | to Man's Free-will. But certainly either God is al! in all, or he is 
1 nothing at all, be is totally excluded, and Man's Free-witl is all in 
= - «ll, and God is denyed. For God is not God, unleſs he be infinitely 
4 und immutably perfect; and he is not infinitely and immutably 
perfect, if this or that good Efte& be partly from God, and partly 
Trom us. Sin in vs iy not partly from us, and partly from God, but 
entirely and folely from us as ſeduced by the Devil, and not at all 
from God, Saving Faith is ey from God, and partly from us, 
. but entirely and ſolely from Coch as all in all, in the ule of his own 
1 Means, that ſo our „ in him, and not in our ſelves. 
Alm. sa My Soul, wait thou only upen God : for peftation ii * him. He only 
4 i1 my Rock and my Balvation. This is the Voice of Faith in every 
| | 8 y Confor miſt and Non- Con formiſt, in every upright Servant of 
Sotl. Not partly God, and partly the Creature, the Biſhop, the 
| Presbyter, this or that Man, or Number of Men; But, God only is 
 , Zſalm.71, n Rock aud my Salvation in the Way of holy Obedience. I will go in 
* the Strength of the Lord God: I will make mention of thy , Righteouſneſs, 
| even of thine only. Not partly God's F and partly our 
own: but weare from firſt to laſt abſolutely and entire y to rely 
5. 2: only 
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opa, , ee 
enly 6n God's Aicher g fr Chrit for RemilTiom of Flarend 
deen! Lifvin the Way of Goſpel-Repentance and 1 Self 
denyal and godly Sincerity, I will have Marcy on whom 1 will have 19% 9- 
Auro, and I will have Compaſſion on wow I will have * then | 
it it not of him that ivilleth, nor of him that runneth, but e that ſheweth 
Marcy. It is God's eternal Mercy in Chriſt that gives Repentance 
to the Ele& : the very ſame Mercy pardons them being Fenitent: 
the very ſame Mercy gives them Perſeverance: and the very ſame 
Mercy crowns their Perſeverance with eternal Glory in Heaven as 
& Reward of Grace, not of Debt. Thus ſaving Faith is not partly 
from God's Mercy,and partly from- our good Endeavour, but en- 
tirely from Divine Mercy as the ſole Cauſe of all our Endea« - 
your, and the contrary Doctrine is Pelagianiſm, graceleſs, unholy 
anti-evangelical, a main Pillar of the Devil's Kingdom. If good”. 
Effects be partly from God, and partly from us, then we mult all 
pray to this purpoſe : Lord, do not convert us, but almoſt convert us 
de not ſave us from our Sins, but _ ſave us: thou haſt thy Part to de 
without us, and we have our Part to do without thee : look thou to thine own 
Part, and take no care for us, we ſhall look to our own Part without thee and” 
thy Mercy, we need not thy Mercy for what belongs to us. This — * 4 
Praying is rather blaſpheming God than right calling upon him 1 
HA, 31. 19 according to this graceleſy tine an | 
God's ſaved ones are to {ay to this EffeA: We thank God indeed for 4 
making us Men, and for bare univerſal Grace in common with Cin 4 
Pharaoh, Judas, nnd the reſt of damned Reprobates now in Hell, when 
they were on Earth. But for our Converſion und Perſeverance and” 
Conſequent eternal Salvation we owe God no thanks at all , but he 4 
iy Debter and beholden to us for our ooo Merits, and not we at 4 
all to him for ſpecial and differencing Grace, for ſaving Grace, for q 


eternal Salvation. If this be nbt anti-Chriſtian and anti-Rvangelical A 
Doctrine, what is? In all Conforming Congregations this ſound. 

Form ot Prayer is conſtantly uſed, Give Prace in our Time, O Lord + 
booauſe there it none other that tl 
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| for 13 but only thou, Q God. ln 
my hearing this good and holy Form hath been taxed, blamgd, ar- 
gved againit by ſome 1 think godly Chriſtians, but herein | 44 | 
miſtaken and blame-worthy, For though under God this are, 
Armies and valiant Men both by Land and Sea, who fight for "oy 4 
and are Inſtrumehtal and ſubordinate Cauſes of our Satety and 199 
Quiet: yet they add no Perfection to God, ſtill it is moſt certain ; 
and neceflary Truth, that there is none other that fighteth for ua, | 
but onely God: our Peace, Protection, Preſervation & comfortable = 
Dwelling is not prey fromGod, and partly from Men, but only and 
entirely from God alone, as all in all, by Men as his Agents and — = 
Inſtruments. For of him, and through bim, and to him are all T hing. rom, 1b. 


Joſhua and his Followers were not idle, cowardly, neghgen: in 
12 | "ary 


IO CST IqHnmEAGC a Su 220 


4 IT | "> b. i : 
F * 4 F 5 . * * * * * 1 A. 
, : | * * 


r amg 
* = : * 1 1 13 * 
N ty 
* = 
A; 4 


N gainſt the Canaanites, but vigilant, yaliant, induſtriousg 
orgy e id his Part, and though wal, the Famovs and renowned 
ern | | 

folly; Inftrumenta!,' jnferiot Captains and Officers arid common 

Folders Were So- aſſiſtant and concurfent Cauſes, each one in his 

- Place con ributing his proper Part, ancl ſubdueing the Enemy, and 

. getting ffs Land in poſſeſſion” by their own Sword. And yet it is 
4 . oſt eue, neceſſüry and pious Doctrine what the Pſalmiſt ſays , 
val. 44. M got wol the Land in poſſeſſion by their own Sword, neither did their own 
Am ſave them : but thy right Hand, ani thins Arm, and the Light 4 thy 

Countenance, rene thou hadſt a Favour unto them. Not partly God's 

Arm, and partly their on Arch, but God's Arm was all in all, it 

= alone ſaved them, and ſubdued the Enemy, but not without re- 

"gular Means and ſubordinate Cauſes, Upon a Day of Ordination 

{ Whether in the Epiſcopal or Non-Epiſcopal Way, under God there 

is a plurality of Cauſes concurring, fome as Clergy-Men, ſome as 
Lay-Chriſtians, there is a Sermon, there is Prayer and Praiſe to god, 

There is impoſing Hands, there is religious Solemnity, 'Decency , 

6 avity: "there is great Variety of Inſtrumental and ' adjuvant 

*Canſes; and. yet Chriſtian Concord, ſome may be more Inſtrumental, 
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Md doeth his Part. And yet it is moſt true and neceflary 
| Arine; that the Miniſter thus Ordained hath not his Paſtoral 
| 8 7 from God, and partly from this or that Man, or 
Number of Men, but entirely and only from God alone as 4 in all, 
by the Belief and Obſervance of his Goſpel, yet not without ſome 

tolerable Defects and Imperfections. wa one 
"CH AP. 32. We are no true 


g utterly and notoriouſly uncapable, Ordained Minifter by 
—— _ the Wotltles themſelves, the Ordination could not but be* utterly 
8 nülf and invalid” Certainly Miniſterial Capacity * Qualification, 
3 is not partly from God, and partly from Man, Hut entirely from 
4 God as the dle Cauſe of every good Effect, of every good and per- 
— < fe& Gitt. "Holy -and good rine is the very Touch-Stone or 
"A Standard whereby to try and prove a Miniſter, \ whether he he a 
1 Miniſter of Chriſt or no. Letters of Ordination may be torged and 
= counterfeit, but ſo · cannot holy and ſourtd»Dogtrine.; The Devil 
- . -himdelt can deceive by lying and falſe Miractes and Word: - we 
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bat every devout Member of the Congregation is nſe- | 
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129 de inen 
githis part Uf their! Duty. Fot Hat dane 185 5 e 
Wo{#:2ho'nggtett. neteſſury Duty y und perſiſt in ſo * — 24 
2 ur that the Proteſtant — in the 
 thivlchdsy >Metvetin, aud Geneva, might haue Biſhops if theg would, . 
Fee — d* they refuſe and wilh preps 
ination; and the Wil ot;-then' ä 
E other can ſay in excuſe of their ſinful Refuſal a 


upon your ſelves. If God's law biad — not ite have 
al von piſeopal Ordination, and yet no where forbid them, 
doth not Bind us in Expland, precedently to humane Im- 
bee to have them; and ſo the utmoſt that can in truth be ſuld 
'Bpilcopal Ordination in 

oingd py the Law temporal, and no where forbidden b 
oiFeate fake it is the duty of Diflenters to comply with 


wg. Bot while they conſcientiouſly ſoruple ſomething in Epic 
db Ordination, and think it Sinful, and if they could be: other- 
3 would —— Conform And uhtecheahing 

M ueſtion isbarely |,butnot neceflary ; and in all ocherPaing | 


Natters they agree with you, and are worthy and god Men, 
accepted ebe much good Uſe in the x Bray you gannot 


> without grevious Sin, diſown their ful iniſtry and Ordination, and 
refuſe to give them the. right- Hands of Fellowſhi 
laſt Act of Uniformity hath introduced a 


daltons and Crimi- 


a Biſhop, and coming into E was Capable of Preferment and 


Im zent, and of havi 

4 5 — But = Reordination! 
which is an ineneuſable Rigour 4 
= , | times, ſince the beginning of our happy Reformatien 
3 "CHAP: 4. Certainly thoſe are the beſt Miniſters, who are Hoſt: 


@Biſhop'is required, 


Tim, 5- like-Jefos Chriſt and the holy Apoſtles; and give thenfelves-Con- - 
tinually-toPrayer,andto the Miniſtry of the Word. Let the Elders that - | 


double Honour, "Eſpecially they who labour 


3 | rule nell be — 


in the Word and Doctrine, he is efpecikdly 
from God's People. but ſo. is not the 
ae do not labdùr in the Word and Doctrine. For thou 
- At he alſo he worthy. of double HUnour; yet he is 
Er e Alete Honouts, Revenues, Courts, Jara der 
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Englandy is; that it bs 3 


al'OtUination, if they could be convineed that it 1 Div e ſo 


Moreevnt the 
nal! Novelty: For before, one- Ordained in Forei n Parts Without 
ſimple Conformity, vith- 


oderntion uf former 


in the werd an doſtrine. If the Presbyter or Pariſt-minifter-tabour: 
worthy of — gry Honour . 
though he e well,. 
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a 
tet Nas yon obſerve) grait-Epiſtopal Ordination WE 
ſdopa Ordination to | 
ey nor berrer yrs But 
rather it ſhews them to el yo ty: Whichbis a 
ood "ſign that the Trath Lell their r Ges — wr ab, tre, und 
erein tread in the of Donatiſts and Papifts, by mpking an in 
ofe of Innocent and itable ee do the hard g of 
your ſelves in Seck. prinely les. The Diffenters de not own EpHeo- 
pal Ordination to be valid, barely becauſe it is Rpiſcopalj but be 5. 10. 
cauſe it is for ſubſtance Evanigelical, and 15. the as ſtr 
TILES þ © N Inn joty oa 12 Etetn 
. 35. Mr. B. f eber «ſblite tone Gospel, Senat 
viz. eternal Bund d cure Obedience to all Laws.' He ba leclared in bis 
Mord, that thoſ# ſhall be damned, who diſobey the lawful Cam of rhesr _ 
Governours. New this Penalry of Dad belongs to the. Aﬀts for Unifor- My 


mity,as well as to other Laws. And conſequent! Alen — boind'to mw , 
A 
2 of eterm 2 obey 


ion H this bu 
ia a 

ful commands of 0 + Governors: to obſerve all their nee 
inexpedient Arete it they be not Sinful and umaw ful what 
Difference can there be dere the Laws of Goc, und the Laws 
of Men? between the Bible ind the Eügliſh Statutecbd ok All _ 
ſound Proteſtatits' do juſtly deteff and ene ses the oarige OUR To 
Council of "Trent, ech decreeth unwritren Traditions and . Si. 4. 
pochrypha-books,to be received pars 1 bee with 
equal Affection of Piety and Reverence with the written Word of 
God and Canonical Seripture, and chrſeth ſuch as contettin tine their 
audacious and impious Decree: Wherein — ddctrine come 

y t make us a new B 
ble, a new Gofpel never heard of Before? Gol in Scriprute de- 4 
nounceth Eternal Damnation apainſt ſuch as Man preſume to add al 
o his Word: And you teach for Doctrine that the Penalty of Eter- "2 
al Damnation belongs toall Laws of Men: An oining Lawfdl Yhings ? 4 


0 not this plainly to add to Gtld's Word, 1d" müke the IAws of 


Men, Cosma! and Cootditiite wien che Lacs of God 7g Me. 3 
Ro ay in kis' Expoſition"? the T ee eee dees thay. 100. 
the | 
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BL 1 for — injoined: by Toe wer Laws Canons , 
eee are in Number infinite, and "ey Parliament is 
o thatuz it ve muſt obſerve every needleſs and 

S not vnla wfull, under the 1 7 of endieſs 
en, we cannot eſcape endleſs Damnation. Do&rine 
;neceflary; Conſequence make a new Bible, 4 a new Creed, 
ann, Way to Heaven, a new God. Surely, Mr. 

| cannot ſtand without this Doctrine, you have | 
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v. 4 te Cauſe, and you cannot take -a more effectual W 
4 * 'R n ay 
been ropagate and 
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dNon-Conformity, than, to 

* h Arguments as theſe, and publiſh ſuch Books again: 
there — no Act ot Toleration, it could not be our Duty to = 
__"axye 1 hor the Things commanded by the Acts of Uniformity, 
under Pain of eternal Damnation: becauſe they are none of them 
- neceffiry, at moſt they are but lawfull, there is no Neceſſity that 
_ they be obſerwed, unleſs for the fake 1 "ite and Concord among 
-Brethren, and to further the Goſpel by Su bmiſſion to ſome tole- 
rable Inconvenience . But N 2 dif rent Thing ing; from. e 
< Ancetanian injoining ncedleſs gs. But now the of To- 
 HNeratian hath relaxed all Temporal Penalties as to Diſſenters, and 
* being the Things impoſed are needleſs, ang not .injoined by God's 
Laws there gan-be no Peril to the Soul by not obeꝝ ing Man's Law 
herein: Even God's on Laws do not oblige us to ſinleſs Perfection 
under Pain of — Damnation. For though ſinleſs Perfection, be 
our Duty, yet not under Pain of eternal A Fa It is abundant- 
ly enoußb io our Acceptance with eternal alton, it we 
F. be ig ſome Meaſure godly in Chriſt is Life we 
attain not to zuteil Ferftkian: far eg a of When Man- 


6, Me, 5. Wer al Prevancs of Tera, is erh . 


N e ny, becauſe it det not, and it cannot 
Do 5 — For po 28 5 it i any. wie either betzer. or worſe. 
M you Seba age ay made, "ris ri 
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Schiſmaticks þefgrey Schiſtuaticks, ſtill; yet being the) 
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chip. 
43 5 the ure of a5. 1 cake ** 0 no Crim 
Schiſm, which is xeall by ſo i its own Nature, But they conflang] 
maintaingthat their Way is not the Way of Criminal Sthifin, bu 
of Innocency: and b 4 xi "this are beholden to.Gpd, and 

to the Clemency of the, hi owers under God, for the preſent 
Toleration, without w they could not have ſuch ſtated, large, 
undiſturbed Meetings. It is you, Mr. Bennet, and ſuch as you,that 

o by your ſelf-cgniounding Principles alter the immutable Na- 
ture of things, and make the Matters in Queſtion, hors de bo. 
humane Law and Impoſition, to be indifferent” a 
ſubſequent! to humane Law and Impoſition, necefſaty. 5 
ceſlary, as Neceffary as Holinels, as Faith and cl, as per 
ſeverance in well doing. For if we are bound to uſe the Surplice,- 
Croſs in Baptiſth, Kneeling in the Lord's-Supper, and all the pre- 
ſcribed Forms in the Liturgy, and to ſubſcri * the uſe thereof, 
under Pain of eternal Damnation; axe not theſe things moſt ne- 
ceſſary, as neceſſary as any one thing impoſed by God hinfſelt 2 
This is ſuch Execrable and Anti-Chritian 1 Doctrine, that all m 
Zeal and indign tion falls ſhort- of expreſſing the W 7 
Peril thereof. 

CHAP, 37. Mr. B. yh, th whe frog wents 4 ſep arte 
Oppoſition to hit own, iſ 4 Schiſmatick. . Tis the Di enters do, 
be a good Chriſtian, then both Gage gar ations are his fo tis gl a 
tual Frofit and the Furtherance vation. For: wr; PER Cor, 3. © * 
' yours ; bug ag poem or Apollos, or F or the World, or Life; or i 
Dit or Th Thing to come oh are, yours; and ye ave. 
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if, nd Op 75 Gf: * this; vio Charter a Chriftian. 
true Right to in with e der A 
cena, are ** is Circy. t for, 


Edification, Wa qv 85 91555 155 2 5 in the wy 
| . dation, and rine a e ene ents in both be. 
in ſome Meaſure holy and 855 hut then he is to Kke care that if. 
his outward Practice vary a he merime to the one, and ſome- J 
time to the other, his inward Motives, iples and. Ends be in 7 
variably .honeft and upright” >fore avs hus 4 fe he is 22 NY 
Schilmätick, but a Saint, an orderly Servant of God. And ſupp of 
the ptwoſt, that he doth erte ſome little by varying Ke Price 1 
as to external Communion, not vue and ſtubho but. 
100 invincible Ignorance and Weakneſs of 1 it is 
36 al . from a 9 ee of this e the very. 
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F d We keep to the one Party, or join wich bor fre- 

f gab, oPHift bs pe he #4 | yer, a 

= * | ot becauſe he isn an outwardly, 
beckuſy E y 


| ;SGiſhnatic not 
„ offs external Chutth<Communion with either Pürty, but 
; ; dly Life, his Un- 


e is ungodly, and livey an nngodly Lit, 
. SINS, ma 


nnn 
5 Þ a Complication df hemous Soul-ruining 8 
Vic eil the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, all the Evangelica 
Ihr y all the Petitions in the Lord'sPrayer, and the Doctrine of 
Pſal, 1. on e 


ments. Bleſiif it rhe Man that walketh not in the Counſel of 
1 Nr wr oe att teria nr fi 
. 4 "wine beciufe Mr, Bet inakes this his Second Charge 
Agalnſt che Diſſenters, that they withdraw People from the Con- 
formitis Clergy, whom he ſuppoſeth to be their r Paſtors, and 
Create to themfelyes other Paſtors, who miſlead rhem, and there» 
— fore ih ee both Leaders and Followers are Schiſmaticks, 


ba it ſhould be granted and; fugpoſecl that the mg an 
Jare valid Miniſters, and Have valid Ordination in their 

Wikhout the Biſhop. I may not let this Matter paſs without ſome 

further Animadverſion and Inlargement. The Multiplying of 


| goed: For if it be good to make one Place for publick Worſhip nerd: 
lefly, Why not to, three, four, and ib bn endleſly , till God's 


not wo Chriftians agreeing in Gods publick Worſhip ? If therefore one 
Place for publick Worſhip be enough, there is to be no more: if two 
need and will ſuffice, there are to be two, and no more: if leſs than 
ten will not ſuffice, and thoſe will be full enough, there are to be 
ten, and no more. Where one Place for publick Worſhip is full 
tainly the Will of God, and the Way of Peace and general Edifica- 
tion in Faith and Love, in Holineſs and Comfort, for all the Chri- 
ſtians in that City, Town, Village, Pariſh, Chappelry Vicinity or 
Peramibulation, lovingly to join together in the ord, and Prayer, 
and Sacraments publickly, and Unite in an Edifying Miniſtry. If 
ſome be in Judgment Diflenters, and are for a Diflenting Miniſter, 


niſter,yetthey, a bound to deny themſelves ,and take up their 
Croſs, and follow Chriſt, and make him their Guide and Leader, 
and ſo order Matters as to have but one Aſſembly and Place or 
publick Worſhip, all are to go one Way, and there is to be no ſe- 

| parate Meeting, the Diffenting Miniſter and the Conforming _ 
| 8 " n er 
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8 Atheiſt, Infidel, 


1» 
Nay 


Places for God's publick Worſhip needlefly, without doubt is not 


publick Worſhip be quite deftroyed by Diviſions and Subdiviſions, 


| I 
enough, and conveniently near for reſort of all the People, jt is cer- 


and others be in Aer Conformiſts, and for a Conforming Mi- 
re a 
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Gentieneſd and Gondeſbenſion towanlythe Diftente rs, und. i 
r neble! upon chem z che like Moderation is dus 

the Diffenting Miniſter —_ the Confor muiſta, and 7 

Names are to be/forbbvn; and al are to be: called by ane Uniting 


Name, the adden regte d i g. the Church ofGed at Cirineh; the 


bk (way, 16 this or that a 
thren, the Name. our! Lord Jer Cbrifh, 1 Cor. 7. 
DN e r 10. 
2 together. in the! ſane Aſind, and is 

ut ee cannot be obtained, but they will Lot 
break off from: external C 


with ons another in publick 
Worſkip in ane Aftembly; and 


Society of Chriſtian P 
Place. ” Now I toes rs 


ta be two ſtated Con- | 
ations at the ſume time, chan lovingly and :concordently Unite 
in one then there cannot but be à Rent, a Breach, a riminal 
Schiſm and rar like that at Corinth, ' f am of faut, 
anil ] of Apol rr. ür nd K Who it 6 
that e untea ble Sciffinels Belfevill, Fookſhnidls; — 
Oarnaſity, Superſtieion, Raſhneſs, Uupeacedbleneſn u x Cauſe ot 
chis Rent and Schiſm, at his Door it will lie, God and Right in- 
formed Conſdience will chargz it upom him. Not they wwhorte- 


parate, but they whe cauſeleſly'ſeparate/are guilty of Schiſm. But 


Wee mae the Breach and 22 
EK hough - it de bad and fanky 


we muſt not 
Widet and greater da 
may not be Deſtructioe of And — bo — . 
weakew: it and Hinder its Blouri State t amy not bo th 
Higheſt Kind of Schiſm, but a gchiſmi off a lefler. and lower-Natyre: 
kn ly Sickneſs-and — — the Body, is not Mortal 
and incurable : "So every Kind of faulty Schiſm doth notextinguiſh - 
Church-Unity. Two Men may fight and quarrebwitk each other, | 
and wound sc ami yet 2 be Küled He that is but t 
almaſt a Schiſmatick is no Schiſmatick, but a Saint. No'godly: Chri- 
thaw A Schiſmatick and: Separatiſt from the Church of Gd and -- 
the-Commumion-of Saints, as to Fundamental Principles, e 
Dutzes) denefits. AI Brrors are not Anti-fondamentaF,: "and all 
god ty Merv abe not equally = ble; blamelefs, diſeret, 
pgs domi e „ free cauſcleſß Prejudice, 
tos doudtfoli:Caſes we are to think the beſt; _ 

an ar the che "ConftruRton upon the 170 and doings of ouỹ. 

chat they wilt beare, and be of a a godly wha and it 
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ly, who.yet may 
. „ Jerome-- 
goocl Men, and 
yer. 


may de our Duty to think many a one truly 
not de 10 in the Sight.of God. 
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e — erachebatwn 
2 to be u ſure Rule, conſented to 

= and Chriftians: Where one Place will well ee 'the 
and is conveniently near for reſort, and the Miniſter is 
and able to teach others alſo, and Chriſt is gracio 

ent and concurteth with his Miniſtry, and all that can be ob- 
3s only ſome toberable Defects and Inconveniences, there 
may be no ſeparate Meeting tion in that Caſe, I think, is 
clearly Sinfull and .unwarrantabi there is not any thing-in all 


1 8 to warrant it.. 
CHAP. 39. Tho it ſhould be <ronted that the Diflenting 
een are valid 2 and the Paſtors of the 


yet Mr. Bennet hath a Third Charge 


ties agree in all Efſentialsand — That being rea 
of Neceſſity either both ate Schiſmaticks, or —— 2 There is 
great Diverſity between the Cathedral-Way & pe ordinary Pariſh- 
1 ae as t6 many things in publick Wo outwardly, and 
yet you wi "chat __ of theſe are Schiſmaticks becauſe 
of ſuch Diverſity It you will allow of no n pubic 
43 and Var regation and another in — 
5 > — . n there muſt be ated Sermons and Homi 
©. / mugs publick Authority for all Min throughout 
8 ere and they muſt all may inſiſt upon the Game. Tan 
WF . Nee ye the ſame Words and Phraſes, But this id ſuch an U 
1 ot mity us hitherto our Rulers have not nit to impoſe, and l 
— never will. A ſtiuted Liturgy: hath its Conveniences and In- 
 Conventiences,but it is not ſimply neceſikry to the Being and Unity 
of the Church, Schiſm is not cauſed by the Want of i and when 
there is a tinted. Liturgy, and all uſe it, Schiſm is not kept out. 
de Ouely by Pride Comth Contontion not for lack of u publick ie 
1% whether yours, or ſome other. If there be Chriſtian, anne t 
-in drive away Schiſm without a ſtinted Ar 
reigning Pride and Ungodlineſs, there cannot bot be . Sl 
4 ruining Schiſm, though there be « tinted Liturgy; conſiſting: of 
6 — Forms for — and Method ns holy + exact * he 
Fun. 1,L0rds-Proyer it ſelf whence come Wars ang Figbrag: vides 
N Core they not bence, even of your Luſtt that war in {Nog 
want: of the Common-Prayer-Book.: For are ſac Nom 
ak ungodly Contfarmiſts, who have wp Teal for the Jaturgy- 
Service, and yet they are ungodly, and all . Sinners are very 
r look how many Sorts of ungodly ones there a 
ſo many Sorts of WW n dre. * ungodly TER 
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le that adhere to 

ed. Agajnſt them, that they Way of r and there - 
4. 39. fore ae en een he ſecutes in divers Chapters. Bur Rll 
Fa Mr. Benet forgets his on j hoe 
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, and itrwardly joined to 
deſtroying Sinners, and-fd they | 
Bare eXterrial Agreement in publick Forms of Prayer, Confeſſion 


Devil and the Society of Soul- 


Church, but Enemies of Gdd, and Children of the Devil, and if all 


mw & > 1 Y @ 9 Regs 


Diverſity between one Rorgregarion and another, as to external 
Words, and Forms, and Things accidental and circumſtantial : yet 
this hinders not but that they nay bo agree in the Subſtance and 
Foundation of Godlineſs, and be Siſter-Congregations, and the 
gracious Preſence of Chriſt may be in both. wi 


no other Principle but this, iz. betauſe. ſhe inpoſts ſinfull Terms of Lay- 
Communion. t this is a very lame Defence of our holy Reforma- 
tion againſt the Papiſts. Locally we in have not ſeparated 
from Rome: for England ſtands where it did in Popiſh'times, and we 
no ſerve God in thoſe Temples and Chappels, * 
latry and W r N the Papiſts anciently did ferve God 
and Idols, like thoſe in Iraet who halted between God and Baal, 
and the Engliſh Papiſts locally ſe | 
not we from them. As every Perſon hath a Right to refotm him- 
Rf and his own Sins: So the ſupreme Powers in every Nation 
Have a Right to make neceſſary 
Asking the Pope Leave, and Staying for his Conſeht : he is obliged 
by the Law of Chriſt to concurr with us in what is good, but he 
hath no Power and Authority to let aud, hinder us from neceſſiry= 
Duty. By claiming and exerciſing Papal Supremacy and Domina- 
tion over all the Churches on Earth, and over ſupreme temporal 
Powers, the Pope makes himſelf a very Anti-Chriſt. Rome hath no 
more governing Supremacy over us, than Jeruſalem, Epheſus, Antioch 
hath, that is, juſt none at all. Good Advice and Counſel is one thing, 
Papal Domination and r is another ing, If the Biſh 
of Reme or any other Clergy-Man or Lay-Man ſhould give us go 


But this is quite a Different 2 Ambitious m—_ to de 
above God's Law, ind taking on him to be a Deputy-Chri 
Deputy-God upon Earth, and making God's ho y Ordinances of 
LU ny and Miniſtry to hang upon him, and depend- upon his 
Will and Pleaſure: And why ſhould youconfine your Aſſertian to 

_ Lay-Communion, and think the Layety unconcerned if ſinfull 

Terms of Clergy-Communion be impoſed ? If a corrupt Magiſtracy 
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of Sin, Praiſez, Sacrament-Service; and the like, without internal 
TFiety, leaves Perſons inwardly no Chriſtians, no Members of the 


ſuch be not wicked Schiſmaticks, who are ? But gghough there be- 


"CHAP. 40. Mr. B. ſays, we juſtify ou? Separation fron! Rome upon f. 162... 


parate from us without Cauſe, and 


Advice and Counſel, we are bound to accept it, and be thankfull. - 
and a- 


+ .and A @rrupt Clergy agree in * this nothing to God's People in - 
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. 255 am I han Heb and — a A ut; het = 
| Piſtots,,and-to refuſe dhe hey are to ſuch 
be intolerable, and tolerate — we — was he tolerable, aha they 


cannot get good ones, they are not to live by blind 54 
Faith in Clergy-Men, but by lively Heart-putiying Faith in 
- and turn. from'thoſe Paſtors that turn from x and adhere to 
thoſe who adhere to God. And it betongeth to Kin 
_ depoſe criminal ſieſt Abiartbar, and fer n worthy 
Room, Ceſar under God is ſupreme Ruler b 
is not to beare it in vain; he is to be a Norſk Father to. the 
Church, and protect good Paſtors and People, and be a Terrour to 
bad ones: and if this had been duly 2 in every Chriſtian Nation, 
the Pa apa 2 had never been rode But you, Mr. Berner, —— to 
make Men Spiritual Magiſtrates, For you tell us h ly. wirt us 
of Chriſt Tow none are to be accounted. Spiritual Magi traies or 9 
0 ſuch as are ordained by theſs Tho are already Cler themſetves. 
But certainly Paſtoral Authority is not Magiſtratical. The Paſtor 
>. .  ruleth by the Word, the Magiſtrate ruleth by the Sword: the 
1 , Word taught by: the Paſtor is eceptive, and obligeth to Dv oy, 
1 but forceth no Man againſt bis "With to. be.dutifull, and Pa 
3 have no coactive Power. But the Magiſtrate hath lawfull active 
Z 1 Power, and all the Cler 30 . owe civil Subjection to Ceſar, but Ceſar | 
hat h no Superior but G 
The ? Roe CHAP. 41t. Mr. B. expects from his Adverſdries that they ſhould 
HZ return a direct & ſatisfactory Anſwer to theſs Queſtions 3 1. Wherhyy 
L 7. ; they do believe it lamfull to join in Lay-Conmunion- with the eſtabliſhed. 
durch 2 Whether, pan Suppoſition that it is lawfull to join in * 
* of mumion with the eſtabliſhed Church, it be not, in their Opinion, 4 Sin ro ſopes 
al wer directly and plainly, that I do believe ic it 


Solomon to 
an in his 
y the Sword, and he 


rate from her? L an 
_ ij lawfull to join in Lay-Communion with that which you call the 
3 | eftabliſhed.Church. But that which you count and call the eſta - 
+3 bliſhed Church, is therefore a true Church, becauſe it agreeth with 
the Diſſenters in all Effentialsand Fundamentals: and if the Diflen- 
ters are no true Church, you and your Party are no true Church. 
Admitting both to be a true Church, and true Miniſtry, and to be 
one in all Fundamentals and Eſſentials, that is enough for my Cauſe 
| © againft you. For ſo it appears that though there be a kind of faulty 
© _ . - Schiſm between the two Parties, yet it is not damnable and anti- 
> fundamental. Pious Conformiſts and pious Diſſenters will better 
dear to be counted faulty, Erroneous and degsived in ſome things 
= remote from the Foundation, and Conſiſt © with Godlineſs. For 
though pious Conformiſts think Conformity no Sin, and anſwerably 
pious Diſſenters think their Non-Conforming-Way to be no Sin; 
r will both of them adi own that a kind of Sin — 
if t m, 
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_ + publick Worſhip. But if my Abode ſhould be caſt in a Place where 
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ute ſnort of finteſs PerteRion. | But if any\ſhal 
impure to them Reighitix &80Ul-ruining Sin and Impiety, that is a 
Charge of a far higher Nature, and plainly intolerable: for upon the 
ſame Principle there is not one godly Perſon in all the Nation, iwall 

the World. And what Godly Chriftian can bear the thought thereof? 

If you expect a more direct Anſwer to your Second ion, Ido 
further declare without Heſitation, that if my Abode Wuld be caſt 
in a Place where I muſt either join with the Conforming Church, 


or none, I ſhould think it my Duty and Priviledge to join with it, 


and a Sin in me to ep from it, and I had rather join in the N08 


== , weakeſt, darkeſt Conforming Congregation in England or 
ales, 22 the Language intelligible; than fit at home and 
exerciſe my ſelf in private Devotion, and join with none in God's 


there is both a Contorming and Diſſenting Miniſtry and Congre- 
pation, equally near, equally protected by the Magiſtrate in'their ö 
different Ways, and I were to act as a Lay -Chriſtian, I do declare I 
cannot now preciſely ſay what I ſhould practiſe, unleſs 1 were 

upon the Spot, and the Caſe, with all the Circumſtances and things 

to be conſidered, were before me. Hut I ſhould think it my great 


"Duty chiefly to mind aud praiſe thoſe main and Maſter- Truths 
- and eencipies in which both ſides agree, and rejoice in the Con- 


verſion of Sinners, and in the Comfort of God's People, and ſo to 

walk as to be a Bleſſing, Encouragement and Comfort to every 
and faithfull Minifter of Chriſt, and be like Demetrius, hav: 
Report of all Men, and of the Truth it ſelf. 1 


2: CHAP. 42. You fay, Certainly nothing but the Dany of Damnation The Pref, | 
. ey 


y Conformity, can juſtify Non-Conformity. ——— if t 
that Conforniiz will — their Souls, 2 indiſpenſably bound to praftiſe  \ "3 


it. What Danger of Damnation do you and your Party incurr by 
torbearing to impoſe upon God's Miniſters and People, things un- 


do not believe oY 
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neceſſary, Which God bath no where obliged you to impoſe? But 29 


wherein do all Diffenters incurr the Peril of Damnation, while they 
cordially agree with you in all Fundamentals, and if they could 


diſcern it their Duty to Conform, would quickly Conform ? There MM q 


is ſuch a thing as civil Liberty and Freedom from Bondage and «+ 
temporal Trouble and Vexation, which is yery valuable and defir- 
able. We ſee in our Nation there are divers exempt Juriſdictiom, which 
the Biſhops themſelves allow to be lawfull, and the Poſſeſſors of thoſe 
exempt Furiſdithens , are tenacious thereof, and are not free to 
part with them, though if they had not thoſe exempt FJuriſdiftions , 
their Souls would got therefore be in any Peril of Damnation. 


By the Favour and'Tyqulgence of the Government, the Dyſſenters 5 F 


are an exempt Furiſdithion , freed from Vexatious Proſecution in 
the Biſhops Courts upon the Account of Non-Conformity , truly 
This is no ſmall Priviledge. For _ Courts are well known 
Wen . . G62 | „ 
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tion, no body ſpeaks well of them, it is a Privil 


actions, Tyranny, unjuſt Domination: this Priviledge the Difſenters 


have, and yet if they had it not, their Souls would not therefore 
be lyable to endleſs Damnation. You Mr. Bennes ſay of ſuch Diſſen- 


ters as haveiiſjo pneſtly uſed their utmoſt endeavours to be rightly inſtructed 
conreruing theſe — and do till think it unlawfull ＋ ö - with the 
eſtabliſhed Church \ 1 doubt not but God will pity and pardon ler Miſtakes, 
aration indeed is Schiſmatical ; 75 

Heavenly Father will not impute their Schiſm to them, becauſe "twas impoſſible 


for them to diſcover the Sin, and thereby to avoid the Cummiſſion of it. But 


if really we are all bound under Pain of eternal Damnation to Con- 
form to the things in Queſtion, and if Schiſm be a Sin of the blackeſt 
Nature, and deepeſt Die, and Deſtructive of the Soul, and the Diſ- 
ſenters becauſe they are Diſſenters, are chargeable with this dread- 
full Sin, (as you alleadge and aſſert) then all the Diſſenters muſt: 


needs be ungodly Sinners, and ſo dy ing there can be no Hope of 


them. Though Ignorance may excuſe from a greater Meaſure of 
Damnation, yet not from Damnation, where. it is accompanyed 


with Ungodlineſs. The Servant that knows, not his Lord's Will, 
and yet doeth Things worthy of 74 0a ſhall be beaten , though 


with few Stripes, but beaten he ſhall Paul before his Conver- 
fion was through Ignorance an ungodly Perſecutor, and had he ſa 
died certainly he had been damned. There is therefore a Contra: 
diction in your Doctrine, you impute Soul-deſtroying Schiſin to the 


Diſſenters, becauſe Diſſenters: and yet acquit ſuch among them 


as be Conſcientious from that Sin. rh 


HAP. 43. You ſay, Bleſſed be God, our. Laws are very good z but 
- they-want Execution. But the Af of Uni formity is no very good Law: 


For how can that ben very good Law, which impoſeth tundry un- 


necefliry and inexpedient things in Gods Service, under a ſevere 


Penalty ? All human Laws concerning the Worſhip and Service of 
God, ought to be ſo framed, as to be duly ſubordinate to the Laws 


of God, and to afford Protection in all fundamental Rights to all 


that cordially agree in all Fundamentals, and are in ſome meaſure 
good. Chriſtians and good Subje&s, But thus doth not the A of 
Vniſermity upon your own Grounds and Principles; for you confeſs, 


that the Diſlenters agree oh py ot in all Eflentials and Fundamen- 


tals. Then if you be good Miniſters, Chriſtians, Subjects, ſo. are 


they in ſome meaſure j if they be Hypocrites, $chilinatjcks, Re- 
. eſer 


bels, infamous Men, ving to be, ſilenced,,excommunicated, 
thruſt into Barnes, {0 are you; it tho Church and the Common- 
wealth need you, it doth alſo need them; if it cannot ſubſiſt withe 
out you, neither can it ſubſiſt without them; if the AF of Tylerar 
ion be enough for them, why is it not alſo enough for . you f oi 
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I am perſuaded, that our 
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 whoſs fill ofind os of hiſs ir e which believe ih ne in mers bf eu- 


for him thar a Milſtone were hanged about bis neck, and that be were dyown« © 
ed in the depth of the Sea. The Aft of Uniformity hath offended, and 
continueth to offend not barely one, but Hundreds and Thouſands 
of Chriſt's little Ones which believe in him, and are truly precious 
in his ſight, by flandring, belying, defaming, excluding out of the- 
Church, and dealing unchriftianly with Multitudes of goed Chri- 
ſtiaus and good Miniſters, either for no Fault: at all, or if it be a 
Fault, it is not ſo inthe Judgement of thoſe whoſe it is, it is cer- 
tainly no great Fault; all the Learning and Ability of the Biſhops; 
and their Adherents, cannot make it infallibly evident and plain to 
the Conſciences of Diſſenters that it is a Fault; notwithſtanding - 
it, God doth graciouſly accept them, and love and delight in them; 
and is not ſevere, but merciful and kind toward them. And can 
the A of Uniformity be a good Law, a very good Law, which is ſo 
contrary to the Goodneſs, Mercy and Clemency of Chriſt towards 
Thouſands of pious and peaceable Diflenters, far exceeding the A * 
of Uniformity it ſelf in Goodneſs find Innocency ? It were better for 
it that à Milftone were hanged about its Neck, and it were drowns 
ed in the Depth of the Sea, than that it ſhould be a Snare to our 
Nation, and draw down Guilt upon it, as it doth, by offending -- 
Chriſt in Thouſunds of pious Conformiſts and Non-Conformiſts. Fot 
even pious Confor miſts do ſincerely deſire its Abolition, and in its 
ſtead à mild and gentle Law, comprehenſive and incluſive of all that l 
Chriſty the Lord and King of * og willeth and: obligeth to 
be inołuded and comprehended, without leaving out any one. For 
if bar one of Chriſt little ones believing in him, be offended, ſcanda- 
tized;/ perſecuted, ſhut out of the Church and Church- protection, 
Chrift himſelf dwelling in that one by precious Faith, is offended; _ 
petſeouted, and ſhut out as a Schiſmatick, the Cauſe is his. Ariſe: - 
0 God, plead'thine own Cauſe, b. e 
CH AP. 44. Seeing you ſay, Bleſſed be God, our Laws are very gon; 
but, alas ! they want Execution, Let me have free leave to reaſon with 
you, my Reverend and Learned Brother, in a few Words, touch- - 
the Conſtitution of the Biſhops-Court, and our Laws whictr - 
uphold it; for it nearly concerns the Cauſe in hand, the Juſtifica- 
tion of Diflenters from your Charge of damnable Schilm. I ſhall 
nat meddle with any Man's perſonal Miſcarriage, contrary to his 
Office, and the Duty of his Place, but only with the very Being, 
Conſtitut ion and Foundation of the Biſhops-Court, and ſuch Enor- 
mities and Corruptions as, in my Opinion, do naturally and una- 
voidably flow from its very Conſtitution, in reſpe&t-of the Judicial 4 
Excommunications decreed therein, and the conſequent Mu djs 
out of the High Court of Chancery up- 
From the Biſhops-Court. | Ry On” Ny 
9 8 ourt 


Excommunicato capiendoy iſſhiin 
on a eavit, and Petition 


4 


a. * a 
I * . 
„ % . " 
: % we? 1 ” = l 14 p 


ia „ N P * N 
6 * 1 4 n 25 Y * 4 4 p Fen = Y) 4 F * r 4 1 e 22 * 
by \ 4 - * * 11 4 . : * 84 4 * N ” * R * 1 * . 
1 * * * . p * * 8 = COT 4 * 7 
8 A N F - a 3 f TY #5 * 5 * 
8 . : ” N 4 ” # # l TY j 1 4 
Þ W - 4 > 1 . x . n - x 7 
- . 3 4 c I 
: | a | N 5 * a 1 > X 
V N * - : y : n g e 
. vo F 7 A L * . . 
bo 2 D b * * 12 
— F : 4 4 o* 
i p o 4 
g „ N 1 ww — 


4 


cout is a Coll nnd Temporal Court by Authority derived front the 


- Queen as Supreme Ruler by the Sword, or 'a Spiritual and BH 
Court by Divine Authority ſuperior to her. If the former, then geo 2 
e of 


by what Right doth the Biſhops- Court take upon it to judg 

ſures meerly Spiritual, and judicially to ſentence and decree Perſons 

excommunicate and cut off from the Church of God, 4 Heas 

'« then Men aui Publicans ? As is the Fountain, ſo muſt” needs be the 

Streams; and as is the Cauſe, ſo muſt needs be the Effect. Now 

the Queen,under God,being Supreme, Civil and Temporal Ruler by 

the Sword, ſhe can have no Power, Authority. and juriſdiction but 

What is Civil and Temporal, no other can be derived from her,” ſhe 

can inflit no Puniſhment but what is Civil and Temporal: If 

therefore one Civil and Temporal Court, by Autho derived 

from the Queen, be Judge of Cenſures meerly Spritual, and hath Au- 

thority judicially to decree Perſons excommunicate and edt off 

. from the Church of God, then all the Courts in Wefminſfter-Hall, all 
Oorporation-Courts, the County-Court, the Court- Baron, the Leer- 

Court, the Quarter -Seſſions - Court, the Judges. of Aſſize in their 

early Circuits : All theſe Courts muſt needs Jucges of 'Cenſure; 

meerly Spiritual, and have like Power in Judicial Bxeommunications 

With the Biſhops Court. For a quatenus ad om valet Avg iimentunr, 

| which agreeth tg a Civil an bras nar ans ſuch, agreeth 

to all Civil and Temporal Courts, whether Supreme or Subotdinate. 

But it is a Repugnancy to the Nature of a Cinſire meerly April, 

to proceed from a Court meerly Civil and Temporal, If this R- 

ſhops-Court pretend to be a Spiritual and Eternal Court, by 

Divine Authority Superior to the Queen, and claim Spiritual ant 

Eternal Jurifdition Superior to Regal Supremacy, 5 wry 

very Pretence and Claim the Biſhops-Court makes is ſelf{ Papal, 

| Antichriſtian, Anti-evangelical, like that Man of Sin, the dun - 

: Te a. dition j who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that it called God) or 

og that it worſhipped; ſo that he at God ſitteth in the Temple of God, ſlitw- 

ing bimſelf that he is God. : rr 

CHA P. 45. Upon this Principle the Queen her ſelf is liable 

to be cited and ſummoned by a common Apparitoy, to appear at the 

Biſhops-Court, and there to humble and degrade her ſelf, and ſub- 
ja& her Crown and Regal Supremncy to the Eccleſiaſtical Judge, 
ho being ſuppoſed to have Spiritual and Eternal juriſdiction, 
thereby he is nothing inferior to Goel z who may ſay unto him, 
"What doft rhou By this Principle he hath Power to depoſe the Queen, 
to tread the Crown under foot, and to do what he lift, without be- 
ing accountable to any, he may ſay with the proud Prince of Tyr», 
Net. af, Lm Godly I ſit in the Seat of God, Moreover, upon this Principle 

„ the Act of Toleration is made void, and the Diſſenters can have no 

Betiefir by lit: For that Act gives them only a Civil ne 
TI.) . 3 5 | | A - 
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meeriy Spiritual; and fron Spiritual Fudicature. If therefore the Bi- 

ſhops · Court 2 1 oy and the Juriſdiction 
thereof be Spiritual and and the judicial Excommunicati- 4 

ons therein decreed, be Genſures meerly Spirituu, then all the Diſ- 

ſenters gre 22 liable to be cited, ſummoned, proſecuted 

and proceeded againſt in that Court, for their Non- Conformity; 
and if they contemn the Court, to be judicially excommunicated, 
and {© to be doomed to Hell in ce of their Souls, and laid in 
Priſon in refpe& of their Bodies, till they make their Peace with. . 
that Court, and ſo the 7 Authority of the Queen and Par- 
liament is made void by the Papal Uſurpation, and Domination of 
the Biſhops-Court. How the Biſhops-Court can be refornrd, and 
reduced to a tolerable and good Conſiſtency, without _—_— 
its preſent Conſtitution, and taking from it all Power of judicial 
Excommunication, I, for my part, do not ſee, While it is in tha , 
Power of this Court by judicial Excommunication, quantum in ſe, 
to dawn our Souls, and by the impriſoning Writ to lay our Bodies , 7 
in Priſon without Bail, till weidolize the Mock-Falmination, there is 
ſmall hope of ſeeing. our Nation united and reformed, as it ſhould 
be. A ig ig the Court of Rome that doth principally hinder the Re- 
formation of the Church of Xome, ſo it is the Biſhops Court which 
doth principally hinder due Reformation in England, and doth cauſe - 
and keep: up the Breach between Proteſtant Diflonters and Con- 
formiſts, in a great meaſure. | | | 

CH A P. 46: The Church of God doth not make criminal Chri- 

ſtians, but finds them ſo made by their own Wilfulneſt and il} 
Choice; and in order to their Repentance and Salvation, ſhe uſeth 
all good Means appointed by Chriſt ; and perceiving them obſti- 
nate in Sin, ſhe doth not judicially cut them off from the Church, 
but doth do&rinally denounce and declare them to be by their own” 
— — in Sin, already cut off : and this her Sentence is not Penal, _ 
but Medicinal; not killing, but curingy not deſtructive, but fi» 
lutiferous, in Caſe the Delinquent do his Duty, and do not by Con- 
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tempt and Impenitency make his Wound incurable, and his Caſe 
remedileſt. Judicial Excommunication and Abſolution, Judicial 
Remitting and Retaining Sins, the Church lenveth unto God and 


the Lord Jeſus, to whom alone it doth appertain. The Pope, by 
uſurpin Jt Power of Judicial EBxcommunication and dle 
of Judicial! Remitting and Retaining Sins, of Judicial Damning and 
Undamning Men, according as they contemn or idolize his Papat 
Uſurpation, hath made himſelf à very Anti-Chrift, and turned ' 
the Church into a wordly Monarchy, and made Kings and Em- 
perours his Slaves and Vaſſala, by the Terrour of ima * 
Ludierous Judicial Excommunieation. Indeed the Word of Go þ — 
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rr 2 of the meaneſt Miniſter, Lay - m 
| to the higheſt on Earth, the Angels of Heaven, as truly as 
| in the Mouth of an Apoſtle; for Gpd's Word: gains no Authority = 
be by being in the Mouth of an Apoſtle, and it looſeth. no Authority | 
y being in the Mouth of the meaneſt Miniſter , or Lay - man, or 
oman, thoſe Parts of Canonical Scripture which were uttered 
Deborah, Hannah, the bleſled Virgin Mary being CanonicalScripture, 
and of Divine Authority, no leſb than what was uttered by Pro- 
>, phets and Apoſtles, and the Man Chriit jeſus. But Biſhops-Courts 
o not conliſt by God's Word, but by the temporal Sword, by the 
Law of the Lancl, which ſuffers them judicially to #xcommnnicate 
and abſolve, or judicially to Decree Crnſurer meerrly Spiritual, and 
- thereby, and by the conſequent impriſon 1 and other civil 
Sanctions and Puniſhments, to keep the Nation in flaviſh Awe 
— and undermine both MagRrtey and Miniſtry, Ambroſe, Biſhop of 
. Allan, forbad the good Emperour Theodoſtus from: entring into the 
Church, becauſe of an unadviſed and cruel Slaughter of the Inno- 
cent, together with the Nocent at Theſalonicea y and he continued 
fix or ſuven Months under this Spiritual Cenſure. But all this 
While civil Allegiance was due and duly paid to him, from his Sub- 
Jects, thie Spiritual Cenſure did not deprive him of natural and 
 elyil ty my ſill he was law full Emperour, none Went about to 
depoſo him, to impriſon him, to wy any temporal Puniſhment 
upon him. Now if civil Allegiance,and all civil Rights, be due from 
Subſects to an excommunicated K "ſp notwithſtanding that Spiri» 
tual Cenſure; then by the ſame reaſon, en; rotectian in 
ö all civil Rights muſt needs be due from the King to an excommyni» 
| + cated Subject, notwithſtanding that Spiritual Cenſure, For though 
„ ks to this preſent Life, and civil Affairs, there be great Difference 
1 between King and Subject yet as to Spiritual and Eternal Matters 
there is plainly no difference. God hath ordained but one Chriſt, 
N. one Bible, but one Baptiſm, but one Lord's-Supper, but one 
Way to Heaven for both. An ungodly King is as lyable to endleſs 
| Damnation as an ungodly Subject; for God is no reſpecter of Perſons: 
If therefare an Excommunicate Subje&, becauſe Excommunicate 
and Contemning the Spiritual Cenſure, do forfeit natural and civil 
AW and be lyable to Impriſoment, till he make his Peace with 
he Papal Court; then by the ſame reaſon an Excommunicate 
Rang, becauſe Excommunicate and Contemning the Spiritual Cen- 
ture, doth forfeit his Crown and Kingdom, and the Papal Court 
We Power to depoſe-him, to Impriſon him, till he humble himſelf 
; the Feet ot the Papal Court, and ſay, O Papal Court, thou art 
My Superior, I own my ſelf thy Vaſlal, I lay my Crown at thy 
Feet, tl A Eccleſiaſtical Deity, thy Will is Law, I may not 
Kainky thee in the leaſt, left thou judicially retain my bios 
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u for 

e are Rxcommutiſearion doth inſeparably go 

Ale with the right Miniftry of the Wort! and Sacraments ; 

vvery Golpel-Minifter hath Power and Authority from Chriſt by 
1 Doarine'to difference between the Precious and the Vile, to 
- Keep the" Sacraments pure and uncorrupt, publickly and privately 
to — 19. rebuke, ad moniſnh, exhort with all Long-ſuffering an 
| oy oe the Sins of the Penitent, to retain the Sins Of th 

mpen 
to this r that Criminal Ohrütian in particular for wy beth 
At, andito withhold Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper from eve 
that is manifeſtly winfit to partake thereof, though he be a ing 
of an Bmperourt. Fur none is above the Reproofs and Inſtructlon 
of Gon“ Word, and Heavenly Diſtipline grounded on it, an 
being Tor the good of the Soul; This 7 oth do&rinally an 
authoritatively denounce and declare all ihgodly Sinners, whether 
Clergy or Layety, Rulers or Ryled, Male or Female, to he in 4 
Kate of Condemnation, and ſo dying there can be no Hope of them. 
This Word is believed” and reduced to holy Praftice by all godly 
Perſong wry Whore upon Earth, and by them only and therefors 
they do carefully ſnun the'bad Life an Wade Anners, 
and Will have” no Fellowſhip with them in God hating and Soul- 
deſtroying Ways, This 18*Do&ringa! Excommunication” out of 
eftion with all that fear God z and it fall the Excommunica» 


[1 


one 


his Apoſtles diet proadtife 1 What miraculous Power th 

might have over and ben es; It is abundantly enough, and it is 

in ſome Meaſure conſtintly practiſed whereſoever God bath a true 

Church by* ſound DoArine,/ Invocation, Sacraments, holy 'Obedi- 

_ ence. Even Eyaftus himſelf is not againſt, but for this Do&rinal Ex- 
communication, and thoſe that ſay otherwiſe of him ( as many do) 
Miſtake and Miſreport him. Judicial Excommunication, belongeth 
to God and the Lord Jeſus only, it hath two Degrees, one is at 
Death, then God do 9 and Inviſibly doom the Soul of 
the ungodly Sinner to Hell: the othe 0 N will be at the Day 
of judment, then God wil moſt fully adjudge all the Wicketl to 
endleſs Damnation, and preſently execute the Sentence in eternal 
Vengeance, this is Judicial Excommunication. As for the Judicial - 

communication Decreed in Biſhops Courts, it is no Goſpel-Or- 

dinanee, but a Lie, and by this Lie all the Biſhops-Courts in Ng 
confift; and a Lie is not capable of being reformed ſave EA Lg 

Repentance and Mortification. Whether you place the Per of 

this Judicial Excommunication tranſacted in the e 
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tion that God hath'ordained in his Chureh, and which Chriſt and — | 
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eben ie 11980 gags bers, or in u dal 
onjun ddt: w r you p U | or in a 1 
ty of Perſons, un without « Moderntor,. it.all comes 28 
3 it is no Goſpel-Ordinance, it it only Brut nm, an Ecclefi | 
RJ = Scarcrow, lacking all Spiritual Vigour, it It a more — — 
” cation and cutting off from God's Church Judicially, than pain 
—_ - Fire is true Fire, than a lewd Wife ig a chaſt Woman. V 
n the Obſfcurity, Uncertaiuty, Confy N and Contra - 
= of the Se. dict ion of Reclefiaſtical Writers about th Judicial Excommunica* 
' —_ tion Decreed by Men. Hence Mr. Vines ſays,we know rather the Mam 
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of, than the Nature of the 2 munication. | | > M44* 
. CHAP. 48. Dr. Hammond in the Preface to his Book Of the Power 
of the Keyes, in effect ſays the ſame, and contradicts himſelf. He con- 
emns both Bez and Eraſtus, and after all his high Praiſes of Judi- 
cial Excommunication as a. prime Goſpel-Ordinance, of very great 
Excellency and Neceſſity in the Church, he quite undoes his Gauſe, 
and ſubverts his whole Book as to the „ Beomy, of My by telling 
or 


us that Judicial Excommunication is ſ either 
piteouſly deformed, as to continue in the Chyrch only under two 


Notions, either of an empty Piece of Formality, or of an Engi and 
| Contrivance, &c. and he makes it to be well- nig d out 
of Chriſteudam, ind he calls it, the almoſt. only Piece ef Reformation 


| which this Church of England, ———may be thought to ſtand in need 

> of But if Judicial Excommunicationgs ee, be 

a prime Goſpel-Ordinance and of ſo great uſefullneſs in the Church, 

how is it poſſible that # ſhould be well-nigh; vaniſhed out of Chri- 

© ſtendom, and no where to be found in its native Purity, unleſs in 

A the imaginary conceits of Dr. Hammond and a few ſuch, other Au- 

. thors * Have we no Goſpel, no Godlineſs, no holy Society in Eng» 

nd? Hath the holy Catholick Church and the Communion of 

Saints, quite forſaken the Earth, and is there nothing now to be 

found among Chriſtians but Anti-Chriſtianiſm, Infidelity and the 

Kingdom of the Devil? Rather may wWe not well think that this 

- Thing,Judicial Excommunication Decreed in Biſhops-Courts,is an Idol, 

a meer FiQion, the main uphold of the, Papacy? For what is Judi- 

cal Excommunication and Abſolution, but judicial Retaining and 

Remitting Sins ? and who but God alone can judicially remit and 

etain Sins? If Men alſo can do this, what: difference can there be 

Jb. 20. between God and Men ? Receive ye the hol Ghoſt, Whoſe ſorver Sint ye 
| remity they wu remitted unto. then 1 and whoſe 50 % Sins $# retain, thy 

8 ars retained, Here we the 1 oly 'Ghoſt firſt given and receſy 

1 and then Pager jo remit ing, rezain Sins : and. therefore unleſy the 

3 | firſt. giv 
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ns. Now the Holy Ghoſt is never Contrary to his holy Word. 
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the Full of Adam to the End of the World. They therefore that re- 
Sins of any whom God knows to be Evangelically Penitent, 
& the Sins of any Whom”God knows to be ly & Im 


nitent, do in both Caſtna& contrary to the Holy Ghoſt.and to his 

hol ds and make themſelves accurſed, and overthrow the 

Galp and their Sentences are of no Force at all ſuve for the Con- 
emnation of the Authors and Upholders of ſuch Execrable and — 

Anti-Evangelical Enormities, The Biſhop of London, (who | ſup> 

paſe is Mr. Bennet . Diaceſey,) tells us a ſtrange Caſe of one excom- B. H. 

municated with the ter Excommunication, if at the Hour of lia p. 52. 

Death he ſeem heartily penitent, queſtionleſs Abſolution may be 

Adminiſtred to him: which will have its effeft in Foro interno accordi 

te God's Acceptance, and his own Sincerity: tho the Sentence fori externi 

not therthy releaſed. But where hath God given your Court, or any 

other Court under Heaven, Power to retain the Sins of thoſe whom 

he by his everlaſting Goſſ | doth abſolve? and to curſe and damn 

thols whom he doth bleſs and fave ? If the Man die Penitent and 


* 


pardoned, and his Soul be bleſſed in Heaven, what may we think of 


our Court that by Judicial Sentence keeps him una bſolved, unre- 

eaſed unpardoned, under Condemnation ? Is not this your Judicial 
Sentence i repugnant to the everlaſting Goſpel? Muſt God by 
a Miracle raiſe him from the Dead, that he may come to your 
Court in Perſon, and humble himſelf, and teſtify his Repentance, 
and beg your Abſolution ? Or muſt God ſend an Angel from Hea- 
ven on purpoſe to certifie you, that his Sins are remitted in Hea- 


ven, and he is for ever bleſſed, and to deſire you no longer to ro- 


tain his Sins on Harth! 


CHAP. 40. Certainly he only can. judicially remit Sins, who can 
give Faith and Repentance and Perſeverance and Conſequent eter 


nal Salvation, and this none do but God and the Lord Jeſus. 
And he only can judicially retain Sins, who is Judge of all the 
Earth, and can both Soul and Body into Hell for ever: and 


none can do this but only God and the Lord jeſus. The two firſt 
r Perſons were Penitent Adam and Eve, and certainly they 
their Pardon and Abſolution not. partly from God and partly 
from ſome other, but entirely from God onely and his ſpecial Grace 
in Chriſt, as all in all, And ſo it hath been ever ſince; for pins 
in wnoquoque genere off menſura ſaquentium, the firſt in every kind is the 
Meaſure of all that follow in the ſhme kind. J, even I am be that x, 41-24, 
bletrorh om thy Tranſgreſſion: for mine own ſake. The Apoſtles themſblves 
were not Without who did judicially remit their Sins? part! 
God, and partly themſelves / Surely no, but God alone did rem 


their Sins pon their cordial Repentance / and ſo it is' ag to al 
other; For though God uſs of Apoſtles, Prophets, 0 
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| * 34 of * 4 | iv 52 
Ilſts, Paſtors and Teachers in Remi 
Remmiſfen of Sins is not partly from | | 
niſters, but from bim alone as all in all. le 15 8 g to his Word 
that God doth remit and retain Sins, and where is this Word to 


are inwardly extra Eccleſiam, out of the Church. God's | 
| here td be found ſoundly believed and reduced to holy Practice, 
Philip 2. but among real Saints, theſe live i the mids of 4 crooked and ever 
| Nation, among whom they ſhine at Light! in the World , tr þ 
ö Mord of Life ; and by exemplary holding forth the Wor 
they do after a Spiritual manner cenſure, judge and condemn the 
3 Wicked World, even all ungodly Sinners every where , and thus 
they doctrinally bind Sins on Eart 
Heaven; and doctrinally they rem | 
Gal: 4. remit them in Heaven. Put Jeruſalem which ir above it free, whith it 
: the Mother of us all. It is this muy gin the niyftical 
| ' Body of Chriſt; the bleſſed Company of all faithfull People, which 
4 is the Mother of all good Chriſtians, pol Bke®; 
' CHAP. Jo. This good Mother doth by Authority received from 
Chriſt, account all her Children that are CH Idren of Jod by heaven- 
ly N10 every one of theſe ſhe owns her felf the Mother 
of, and doth embrace with moſt tender Love. Hut all ungodly Sin- 
ners Whether Chriſtlans or Henthens, ſhe doth reſect, becauſe the 
reed Chriſt / and though ungodly Chriſtians honour Chriſt verbal- 
by, yet really they diſhohour him, and by felgning Unbelief and 
Dgocllineſt caſt themſelves out of the Boſom of the univerſal 
Church, and Join themſelves to the Synogogue of Satan, Miniſters 
indeed are by God appointed to be Paſtors and Teachers in his 
Church, and they are to Rule and Diſcipline it by God's Word, 
unto which Word all are to 2 Obedience and Subjetion. But 
falls none but real Saints dv yield ſincere Obedefice,' the Obe- 
lience of Falth, to. God's holy Word, alt real Saints upon Earth 
do, and theſe are the unlverſül Church militant on Farth conffſting 
only of godly ones in Chrlſt Jeſus. This holy unlverſul Church mi- 
litant is the Spouſe of Chriſt, built by him 4 a furs Roch, aga inſt 
which the Gates of Hell cannot. prevail, ſhe is 17 him infallibly 
vided into all ſaving Truth, and preſerved from Idola try, Herefie, 


rth the 


Miſpractice. For Chrift dwelleth in the Heart of every real Saint 
by precious Faith, and where two of. three are met together in 
Chriſt 


Name, there is he in the midſt of them by the inviſible 

ration of his Word and Holy Spirit, Pardoning their Sins, San- 
FSitkying their Natures, and keeping them from the Evitthat is in 
die World, and Chrift is graciouſly with an real Saints on Barth 
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be found? It is publickly taught by all true Miniſters ! but many” - 
that are valid Miniſters are ungodly Men, and all ey IK, | 
/ord is 0 
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of Life * 


h, and God doth bind them in 
it Sins bn Earth, and God dach 


— Anti-Chriſtianiſm, and all Soul-ruining Errour, Schiſm, Deceit, 
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bare verbal Profef! 


invariably the Sum of 
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holy Seed it the Subſtance of Families, Congregations 


* certainly they are given to all that are Saints, and to none but 


in giving the Kingdom of Heaven to his Saints, doth gi them 
N gives them Entrace into it, and true Right to the Kingdom ot |. | 
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always oven unte the Zad of the World. And there ax now | 


Ih 1s this of militant Saints which is the Colſarver of” 
Holy Diſcipline. For Fhere ſhall holy Diſcipline be found , but 
among them that a0 ae Hp ? It is not to be found among tuo 
rs of Holineſs, but among thoſe who are the vv" 
real Praftiſers of it. The Sum of holy Diſcipline is plainly this , '$ 
doing juſtly, and loving ares and walking humbly with our God 2 this is" 4 
oly Diſcipfine from the Fall of Adam. 
| nd of the World, if you make it to conſiſt in any 
other Thing you quite miſtake the Nature of it, Now all ungodly 
Princes, Magiſtrates, Judges, Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Prevbytersy 
Paſtors, and all other Un od! -ones, do by their ungodly Hearts |, 
and Lives deſtroy holy Diſcipline, they are 8 no Chriſtians, L 
But godly Princes, iſtrates, Judges, Arch-Bi ops Biſhops, 
Presby ters, Paſtors, are the Conſervers of holy Diſcipline, not 56 1 
cauſe of their Civil or Keclefaſtienl Office, but becauſe they are 4 
truly godly in Chriſt Jeſus in common with al other Sainty, The 14% n i 
Towns, Pariſhes, 4 
Cities, Nations, every where, as to Acceptance with God und keeps 4 
ing up holy Diſcipline and unholy and wicked Ones every Where 
are the Deſtroyers of it, and the very 4 of the Church. 

CHAP, 1 here is a great Deal of -hurtfull Diſpute, Obſturi- 
tys and Self-contradiaion among the Learned about thg Power of 
the Keys, the true Doctrine whereof in my Opinion Mhus vety v 
Briefly ſtated, and 9 wy opened for the 77 oe = 
!t Controverſies about it among godly Men. When Chriſt ſayg= . © 
0 Peter, I will give unto thee the Keyt of the — of Halen, here It 1. 1% 
iz very reſdnable to think that Perey is confielered,either as u aint, 19. | 
of as an Apoitle, of as a common Miniſter. t. If* the Keys of the 2 
Kingdom of Heaven be given to Peter conſidered as « Saint, then 4 


Salnte, and conſbquently they were not given to the Apoſtle Juda, Seo ,, 
he being no-Salnt, but « wicked Man and the Son of Perditionz they gn 
are not given to any un oily Arch-Biſhop , Biſhop, Prevby ter, % 
Clergy-Man, Eecleflnſtieal judge they are given only to holy T. 
Ones, Men, Women, Children, to all that are 
Chriſt inwardly holy, And there is great reaton 
Ives the Kingdom of Heaven to alf real Saints only | 
Fo muſt needs give them the Keys which do unlock it, and ppen 
the Door thereof, and give them Entrance into it, and Right 
unto it, and ſerve to put them in. Poſſeſſion of it. Doubtleſs, Cheiſt 
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by the Grace of Wo 
for it : fox God 
and therefore 


Regeneration and Perſeverance in Grace, this being the Rey whicts 


leaven as a Rgward of Grace, by. reaſofi of God's Promiſe be 00 4. 
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10/6, Paſtbro dnt Teachers in Remittih "this. Sus e 

=  KRemilfion of Sins is not partly from G 'parely from his N 
niſters, but from him alone as all in 411. le 774% uo to his Word 

that God doth remit and retain Sins, and Where is this Word to 
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106 aps inwardly extra Ercleſiam, out of the Church. God's 

| here to be found ſoundly believed and reduced to holy Practice, 
u. but among real Saints, theſe live in the mids of 4 crooked and ever 
Wien, among whom they ſNine as Lights in the World , holding forth : 


4 : 


. = they do after a Spiritual manner cenſure, Judge and 'condemn the 
Wicked World, even all ungodly Sinners every Where, and thus 
they doctrinally bind Sins on Earth, and God doth bind them in 

Heaven; and doQrinally th | 

Gal: 4+ remit them in Heaven. But Jeruſalem which ir above is free, which it 
the Mother of us all. It is this Heavenly Jeruſalem , the myſtical 


is the Mother of all good Chriſtians,” 
4 ' CHAP. 50. This good Mother doth by Authority received from 


'doth embrace with moſt tender Love. But all ungodly Sin- 
ners whether Chriſtians or Heathens, ſhe doth reject, becauſe they 
N reject Chriſt : and though ungodly Chriſtians honour Chriſt verbal- 
4 by, yet really they diſhonour him, and by reigning Unbelief and 
_:.. godlineſs caſt themſelves out of the Boſom of the univerfal 

Church, and join themſelves to the Synogogue of Satan. Miniſters 
indeed are by God appointed to be Paſtors and Teachers in his 


unto which Word all are to 15 1 and Subjection. But 
de facto none but real Saints do yield Obediefice,” the Obe- 
dience of Faith, to. God's holy Word, all real Saints upon Earth 


only of godly ones in Chriſt Jeſus. This holy univerſal Church mi- 
which the Gates of Hell cannot prevail, ſhe is 15 him infallibly 


Miſpractice. For Chriſt dwelleth in the Heart of every real Saint 
oy precious Faith, and where two or three are met together in 
Goſs Name, there is he in the midſt of them by the invifible 


A 


Operation of his Word and Holy Spirit, Pardoning their Sins, San- 
Evitthat is in 
Saints on Barth 


. | tying their Natures, and keepic them fro 
"ul e World, and Chrift is graciouſly Lend 
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be found ? It is publickly tayght by all true Miniſters ! but man 
that are valid Miniſters are ungodly Men, and all 1 pr MO. 
Ford is 0 


Mord 4 Life ; and by exemplary holding forth the Word of Life , 


remit Sins on Earth, and God dath 


I , | 
|” Body of Chriſt; the bleſſed Company of ul faithfull People, Which 
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A * Chriſt, account all her Children that are CHIdren of God by heaven 
N 5 er every one of theſe ſhe owns her ſelf the Mother 
"3 of, an 


Church, and they are to Rule and Diſcipline it by God's Word, 


do, and theſe are-the univerſal Church militant on Earth conſiſting 
litant is the Spouſe of Chriſt, built by him upon a ſure Rock, againſt 


uided into all ſaving Truth, and preſerved from Idola try, Herefie, 
Anti -Chriſtian iſm, and all Soul-ruining Errour, Schiſm, Deceit, 


always 


p * 5 hy ax Wes 4 SY 64 
oY * A 4 J ** n id — 5 
and + een 


nf x f a i ; * N 
| _ 


Holy Diſcipline. For Whete ſhall holy Diſcipline be found , but 
among them that a A le is not to be found among the 
bare verbal Profefſory of Holineſs, but eg thoſe who are the 
real Praftiſers of it. The Sum of holy Diſcipline is plainly this, 
doing 14005 and loving Mircy, and walking humbly with our Cod this is" 
invariably the Sum of holy Diſciptine from the Fall of Adam. 
to the End of the World, if you make it to conſiſt in any 
other Thing you quite miſtake the Nature of it, Now all ungodly 
Princes, Magiſtrates, Judges, Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Preybytersy 
Paſtors, and all other Un odly ones, do by their ungodly Hearts , 
and Lives deſtroy ow 4 cipline, they are A em hriſtians. L 
But godly Princes , iſtrates, Judges, Arch-Biſhops , Biſhops, 
Presby ters, Paſtors, are the Conſervers of holy Diſcipline, not 56 
cauſe of their Civil or Bectefaſtical Office, but becauſe they are 


truly godly in Chriſt Jeſus in common with all other Saints. The le. &. „% | 


holy Seed is the Subſtance of Families, Congregations, Towns, Pariſhes, 
Cities, Nations, every where, as to Acceptance with Gad and keep» 
ing by pot Diſcipline : and unholy and wicked Ones every Where 
ars the Deſtroyers of it, and the very Plagues gf the Church. 
CH. 51, There is a great Deale of hurtfull Diſpute, Obſturi- 
ty, and Self- contradiction among the Learned about thg Power of 
the Keys, the true Doctrine whereof in my Opinion Mhus very _ 
Briefly ſtated, and a compendious Way opened for the Ending of 
all Controverſies. about it among godly Men. When Chrift fays—- 


to Peter, I will give unto thee the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, here it Mat. 18 


is very reſonable to think that Peter is conlidered,either as a Saint, 19 
or as an Apoſtle, or as a common Miniſter. 1. If the Keys of the 


Kingdom of Heaven be given to Peter conſidered as a Saint, then 9 
"i 


Saints, and conſequently they were not given to the Apoſtle Judas; See BY 


certainly they are given to all that are Saints, and to ndne but 


he being no-Saint, but a wicked Man and the Son of Perdition; they au . 
are not given to any ungodly Arch-Biſhop , Biſhop, Presbyter, Te 


Clergy-Man, Eccleſiaſtical Judge: they are given only to holy Forth . q 


Ones, Men, Women, Children, to all that are by the Grace of 
Chriſt inwardly holy. And there is great reaſon for it: for God 
ives the Kingdom of Heaven toall real Saints only, and therefore 

e muſt needs give them the Keys which do unlock it, and Lo 
the Door thereof, and give them Entrance into it, and Right 
unto it, and ſerve to put them in Poſſeſſion of it. Doubtlely Chriſt 
in giving the Kingdom of Heaven to his Saints, doth gi them 
Regeneration and Perſeverance in Grace, this being the Rey whicts 
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24f tbe Reys of the Kingdom of Heaven be 
ſtle,tben certain were given to all the . equally and a- 
like, & to none » Aa Was (perſonal Priviledge belonging to-them, 
only, and when they died, it ceaſed,and there Can be no Sueceſſor in 


Cc. -w. < a 


then they are given to all Presbyters and common Miniſters to the 
End of the World. The Keys, in this Senſe, is Authority to 8 
the Wort, to diſpenſe the Sacraments, to remit the Sins df the 
Penitent, to retain the Sins of the Impenitent, to diſcipline and 
rule the Church by God's Word, to ordain Miniſters in way of ho- 
ly Concord. TOTES Y 


ſhops-Court prime Goſpel-ordinance, and of ſo great Uſe+in 
the Church, why did not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt when he was upon 


and imperial manner by an Apparitor, Lictor, Serjeant, Bailiff cite 

and ſummon Delinquents to appear before him, in order to judicial 
Binding their Sins on Earth like as they are bound in Heaven ? It 
never came into his Heart to do ſuch a thing; he himſelf was con- 
Vvented, arraigned, judged and condemned in a Court, and the Ma- 
3 piſtracy, Clergy and common Multitude in Jeruſalem concurred in 
_ - s Coridemnation find Execution, but he never ſat Judge in any 
| Court, he renounced and declaimed all judicial Authority, as what 
| did not g to him in his Stateof Humiliation, but only to God, 
= ., and to the Prince and Magiſtracy appointed to rule by the Sword. 
Y l. 12, Man, who made me a Fudge or a Divider over you ? That is, I am no Ma- 
4 giſtrate, I as Man in my State of Humiliation have no judicial, im- 
perial and coactive Authority; my Buſineſs is not to lord and com- 
mand, but to obey and ſerve; not to be miniſtred unto, but to 


— Chriſt in his State of Humiliation was no Magiſtrate; for 
all magiſtratical Power is of this World. Magiſtracy is God's 
holy Ordinance for the good of fallen Man by the Grace of Redem- 
ion; and therefore it was the Duty of Chriſt, as Man, to honour 
agiſtracy, and to be duly ſubject to it, for an Example to all 


as Man, had ſet up an Eccleſiaſtical and Diſciplinarian Cour 

made himſelf Judge, therein by pretended Authority from God, and 

therein had exerciſed Judicial Authority after the manner of the 

Pope and his Adherents, then he had been the Subverter of Magi- 
- ſtracy and Miniſtry, he had not been Jeſus Chriſt, but an Impoſtor 
and Deceiver, like another Mabomet, whoſe Kingdom is of this 


| The Kingdom of Chriſt is altogether Spiritual, Inviſi 


given to Peter u in js 


it, 3-If they were given to Peter, conſidered as a common Miniſter, 


Earth ſet up ſuch a Court, and fit Judge in it, and after a worldly 


[ | _ - miniſter, and give my Life a Ranſom and Counterprize for the Sins. 
= John 18, of all true Believers. 40 Kingdom is not of this World : And conſe= 


his Followers, and this he hath done moſt eminently, But if _ 


Wogld,and conſiſts in earthly Sovereignty and ruling Oy nos. 
Divine, 
Ever- 


- "CHAP. It judicial Excommunication decreed in the Bi- +49 
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; E la and Man, for the good . 
J of his Church on Harth; which Church doth confit entirely ,, 
I God's Word believed and obſerved, and by no other thing. But | 
this Word taught by Chriſt, by Apoſtles, by ordinary Miniſters, ies 
#, not coactive, but preceptive; it obligeth all to be holy, but com» 42 
pellech none againſt his Will to be holy; for ex nature rei no Man 
can be a Chriſtian, holy, dutiful and obedient to ' God againſt his 
Win. And where is no coactive Authority, there can be no judi- 
cial Authority; for judicial Authority, not coactive againſt the 

ſtubborn and contumacious, is ridiculous; . What ſignifies God's 

own judicial Authority over Devils and ſtubborn rebellious Men, 

if he cannot force them againſt their Will to ſuffer the Vengeance 

of eternal Fire? And if they may at their pleaſure blaſpheme him, 
deſie him, and break his Laws, and he cannot call them to account, 

nor force them by Puniſhnent to ſmart for their Preſumption, 
then he is plainly ao God, but a ridiculous Vanity. And what ſig- 

nifies the judicial Authority of the Parent and Maſter in his Fami- 

ly, and of the Schoolmaſter in the School, and of the Queen in the 
Commonwealth, and of the Judge upon the Bench, and of the Ge- 

neral in the Army, if it be altogether uncoactive againſt ſtubborn 
Children, Scholars, Subjects, Soldiers, contumacious Inferiors? 

What ſigniſie all the judicial Sentences in 32 if People 

may obſerve them or not, as they liſt, and there be no way to com- 
pel any againſt their Will to ſtand to them ? They are no judicial 
Sentences, but ludicrous and ridiculous Dreams Ex natura rei ju- 
dicial Authority is a meer empty Nrme, unleſs it be coactive Au- 
thority againſt the contumacious; and certainly all coactive Au- 
thority is either Eternal or Temporal. Eternal coactive Authority 
belongeth to none but God: temporal coactive Authority is a thing 
common to Chriſtians and Heathens, it belongs to Parents, Princes, 
Magiſtrates, Civil Rulers, and not to Paſtors and Teachers, not to 
Goſpel-miniſters, And conſequently Goſpel - miniſters, whether in, | 
Synod or out of Synod, have no judicial Authority, no coactive 4 
Power, but only doctrinal, ſtewardly and miniſterial. . 9 
CH AP. 53. The Goſpel taught by a common Miniſter, is ſu- 
perior to the higheſt onEarth,but we can compel noMan to obey it 
againſt his Will; all under Pain of endleſs Damnation are bound ta 
be holy and obedient to the Goſpel; but if they will not be holy and 
obedient to the Goſpel, we cannot compel them. We can only 
deal with their Conſciences by opening to them their Duty from 
; "God's Word, and their Happineſs, if they keep it, and their Mi- 

ſery, if they diſobey it; it is Puniſhment enough to them that 

they are ungodly, and liable to God's Eternal Vengeance. In with. 
| holding either Sacrament from thoſe who are utterly and notoriqu- 
| ly. uriſit to partake thereof, we do not puniſh them, but pity themy 


yerlading, it ruleth over nll, 
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love their Souls, and do them a Kindneſs; we do not exerciſe judi- *- 
ul Authority, but neceſſüry Diſeretion, Fidelity to God: amiito | 
their Souls, juſt Zeal, Courage and Conſtancy in Duty, which are no 
--- judicial Matters, but things that carry their own Authority along 
with them, and commend themſelves to every Man's Conſcience in 
the Sight of God. The Church of God is the Society of Militant 
Saints, no Man can be a Member of this Society but by his o Cm 
free Conſent; no Man can be excluded & ſhut out of it but by his. 


own Unbelief and Wickedueſe. Regeneration admits into this So- 


«ciety, Unregeneration keeps out of it. True it is, that ungodly 


©. Matt. 8. Chriſtians are rundum quid Chriſtians, the Children of the Kingdom ;, 
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wither God's Court, or Mans Court, or the Devil's Court. 1. If it be 
— Courtand have its Authority from Heaven, there can-lye no appeal. 
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but Simpliciter and inwardly they are not Chriſtians , and therefore 


vif they die ungodly Chriftians, they ſhall be cout into outer Darkneſs. 
The Avoſtles indeed ſmote Ananzas and Sapphira With ſudden Death, 


not act as Magiſtrates, but as extraordinary Goſpel - Miniſters by 


.and m_ the Sorcerer with ſudden Blindneſs ; but herein they did 
miraculous Power; they did. not exerciſe judicial» Authority, but 


Miniſterial and Stewardly Authority by miraculous Gift. And in 


ven ar f Men, or it hath no Authority all, but is a Uſurpation, is neceſſarily, 


from it either to the Arch- Biſhop, or to the Queen and Parliament; 
For every regular Appeal is from an Inferior Judicatory to a Su- 
rior. But there can be none Superior to God. If therefore the 


iſnops-Court be God's Court, it iscertainly Supreme, Independent, 


-  *theſe very Inſtances they did not, they could not force the Offen- 
ders ſo puniſhed to be holy and dutifull againſt their Will. 
A. 5. The Biſhops-Court hath #s Authority either from Hea- 
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Inviſible, Infallibte in all its Sentences, Decrees and Proceedings, 


the Judge thereof is not a Man, not a meer Creature, but one 


Coequal and Coeternal with God. 2. It it be Man's Court, and | 


have its Authority from Men, it muſt be the Court of one that is 
veither Supreme or Subject. Under God the Queen is ſole ſupreme 


Ruler by the Sword; but the Sword is meerly Civil and Temporal, 


and not any thing — and Eternak If therefore this be the 
fiſti 


ng by the temporal Sword, then let it claim 
and exerciſe only civil and temporal juriſdiction, and I will not at 
all oppoſe it, but in my Place contend for it. But if being a civil 
and temporal Court conſiſting by the Sword, it preſume to Lord 
and Domineer over the Conſciences of Chriſtian People, and to 
damn and undamn precious Souls, according as they ſhall contemn 
or idolize its ungodly Uſurpation; and the higher Powers in Ex- 
land ſhall contentedly make themſelves Lictors and Sergeants, Bai- 


- Hffs and Officers to the Papal Supremacy of the Biſhop, and his 


=” in Spirituals, and accomodate this Court with the Impriſoning 
it and other civil Sanctions, and thereby eſtabliſh Iniquity by 
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Law, and keep up 12 Injuſtice; Extortion', Hypocriſie, TY 


Profanation of God's glorious and fearfull Name, and there be no 
Remedy, God be mercifull to our Nation, and incline the Hearts 
of the Conforming Nobility, Gentry, & Commonalty, of the M 


bn .* - 
ſtracy & Conforming Clergy wiſely toconſider,and lay to Heart this "= 


Thing. If this Court be the Court of ſome Subject by — — meg 
rived from the Crown, ſtill it cau be but a Civil and temporal Court, 
it can have no Authority judicially to remit and retain Sis, judi- 
cially to Decree Cenſures meerly Spiritual, after a profane and worldl 
Manner to the great Scandal of the Goſpel, and the Grief of all 
good Men. Power judicially to remit and retain Sins, to damn 
and undamn Souls, to join Perſons to and ſeparate them from the 
Church of God, is certainly the Higheſt Power, and belongs to him 
only who hath all Power both in — and on Earth. 3. If this 
Court be neither God's Court, nor Man's Court, then it muſt needs 


be the Devils Court, a Uſurpation upon the Authority both of God 


and Man - the Devil can transform himſelf into,an Angel of Light, 
and there ſore it is no great thing if his Miniſters alſo be trans 4; the 
Miniſters of Righteouſneſs. The Apoſtle Peter meant well when ignorant- 
iy he gave Chriſt very bad Counſel; But Chriſt perceived Satan him- 
— Peter to be the Author of that Counſel; and therefore Chriſt 


u art an O 
God, but thoſe that be of Men. This Court is counted and called the 
Spiritual Court, the Court Chriſtian, and pretends to proceed pro 
Salute anime & — reformatione morum : and if it ſhould not pretend 
Holineſs , and Zeal for God, and greateſt Kindneſs to Souls; and 
Care of the Church, it could not deceive as it doth by Judicial Ex- 
communication and Abſolution, by Judicial Spiritual Cenſures, 
condemning thoſe whom God doth abſolve, abfolving thoſe whom 
God doth condemn, and makirig holy Diſcipline to conſiſt in unholy 
Devices to get Money. . : 

CHAP. 55. The Wiſdom of our Nation hath been ſtudying and 
deviſing ever ſince the Beginning ot the Reformation, to reform 
the Enormities and Corruptions of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, but all 
in vain and to no purpoſe, while the Buſineſs of Judicial Abſolution 
and Excommunication, judicial remitting and retaining Sins 1s kept 
up; for this is a Monſter, a Complication of 3 Sins uncapa- 
ble of being reformed withogt being aboliſhed. Good Biſhop Joſeph 
Hall in his Modeſt Offer, conteſſeth to the Aſſembly of Divines at 
Weſtminſter, I ſhould be 4 flatterer of the times paſt ( which is not often 
ſeen) if I ſhould take upon me to 65 fie, or approve of all the Carriages of 
ſome that have been entrufted with the Keyes of Eccleſiatical Government 


red not 112 him a moſt Cutting rebuke, Cet thee behind me,Saten, ,,,,, 1. 


or to blanch over the * of Conſiſtorial Officers, in both theſe, 2 


Reformation. 


was Fault enough, to gri both a Complaint, 


ce unto me : for thou Savoureſt not the Things that be of 
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Abuſe in tbe Managing of them, both upon Eccleftaſtical Perſont, and othey:: 

nſion of Miniſters | inſufficient Cauſes , both ab Officio, 
pager kd bat * 1 fome Places of — times ; 2 the 
dieadfull Sentence of Excommunication hath too 


wpeſe, but without 


Effet. Here thiy excellent and g k 
tence of ication, and for ought I can perceive, it is common- 


are to the Faith of & 's People, either all Goſpel-Ordinances are 
ſo, or none. 


but cure: it doth not deſtroy, but heal, if the criminal Chriſtian 


E conſider and lay it to Heart, and profit by it, as he ought. 
If indeed he contemn the Evangelical Sentence, and go on in Sin 


. * tending to his Spiritual Profit, to kill his Sins and ſave his Soul. So 
4 that the Dread fulneſs lyes in the Man's own Wilfulneſs and Ob- 
. ſtinacy in Sin, aud conſequent eternal Damnation, and not in the 
Evangelical Sentence applyed for his cure, as a gracious Means to 
ſoften his Heart, and deſtroy his Sins, and heal his Soul. If Excom- 


no Evangelical Lovelineſs and Preciouſneſs in it: but what Sen- 
tence is/it, if it be not Evangelical, if it be of a killing rather 
4 than of a curing Nature, if it tend to damn and, not to fave ? If 
* really it tend to damn and not to ſave, the Devil, and not God is 
| Author of it, it is plainly Anti-Evangelical,fundamentally corrupt, 


the very Nature of all the Judicial Excommunications Decreed in 


kill Sin, to ſave.the Soul, to edifie God's People. For if ſo they 


ſtand of it ſelf by its own Goodneſs, Innocency, Piety, Purity, Uſe- 
| Id it. For the temporal. Sword doth not uphold ( 
3 doth uphold the temporal Sword in the Hand of Ceſar. But the 
, Biſhops- Court being void of Golpel-Goodneſs,Gentleneſs, Meekneſs, 
+ © "Euity, Piety and Chriſtian Equity, and unable to ſubſiſt without 


external 
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Goſpel-Excommunication is not « Puniſhment, but a 
Medicine for a wounded Soul; it doth not in its own Nature kill, 


incurably, this is very dreadfull, but the Evangelical Sentence in 
its own Nature is not dreadfull, but good, lovely, precious Truth 


munication be not a Goſpel-Ordinance, then I confeſs it can have 


and to be had in Deteftation by all Chriſtian People. And this is 
the Biſhops Courts, they are not Evangelical Sentences tending to 
were they could ftand of themſelves,”and the Biſhops-Court could 


falneſs, and by the Arm of God without the 88 ye bo | 
God, but God. 
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ne 8 
external Force and Violence it gets it ſelf armed with thelmpriſba- 
ing Writ and terrible Civil SanQions, and by this means keeps the 


Nation in ſlaviſn Awe, to the Grief of all Men, who ſee and 
are ſenſible of its Enormities, Oppreſſions, Extortions,Profaneneſs, 


Hypocriſie, Papal Domination, Fraud and Injuſtice, but cannot fe- 


form them. 
CHAP. 58. That which gave Occaſion'to Luther to begin the ha 


Reformation in Germany, was, the Sate of — Indul — 
Money: Now the like thing is done and up 

England in the Biſhops Courts in Commutation of Penance. But 
herein the Papiſts ſeem to be more Honeſt and Conſiſtent with 


themſelves than our Biſhops Courts. For the Papiſts ground —.— 
4 
uther, 


Sale of Papal Indulgences for Money upon the Doctrine of Purga- 
tory, con fling that if there be noPurgatory, there can be no Place 
for thoſe Indu 
gatory, and yet retain the Practice ot Selling Spiritual Indulgences 
as they are called) for Money. Rich Delinquents, though Peni- 
tent, can have no Pardon, no Spiritual Indulgence without Commu» 
tation-Money : poor Deliquents, though Penitent, can have no 
Pardon or Spiritual Indulgence, becauſe they have not Money to 
buy it, but muſt do Penance. Thus Peace with God, and with the 
Church of God, is bought and - ſold for Money, the Biſhop by our 
Laws is Judge in the Caſe, either he or his Vicar in Spirituals. But 
I would'gladly learn, if the Biſhop himſelf be Criminal, what muft 


be done with him? We know Aaron the High Prieſt committed 


great and ſcandalous Sin in making an Idol for the People, and 


one of Chriſts Apoſtles was Fudas the Traitor, a moſt infamous 


Wretch; and another of the Apoſtles, even Peter, did very Sadly 
and ſcandalouſly Deny and abjure Chriſt. The Biſhop of Rome and 
the Cardinals and Provincial Papal Arch-Biſhops and —_— 
Biſhops have made themſelves very Criminal before God and his 
Church. When thus it is, ſhall it be in the Power of thefe in- 
famous Criminals to pardon themſelves without Goſpel-Repen- 
tance ? Do but ſhew what Way God hath appointed for a criminal 
and ſcandalons Apoſtle, and Bifhop, to obtain Pardon and Peace 
with God, and with the Church of God, and the ſame will ſerve 
for every other Criminal: for as to Spiritual and Internal Matters 
there is no Difference between one end another. Here the 
Higheſton Earth, and the Higheſt in the Church are no Judges, but 
Parties judged by God according to his Word, which Word ſſüreth 
free and full Pardon without Money, aud without Price, to Rich 
and Poor, High and Low, one and another, without Reſpect of Per- 
ſons upon Goſpel-Repentance, but not without Goſpel-Repentance: 
and Goſpel-Repentance- is the ſame thing with 2 
they are but two Names for the _ thing. And if 
_—_ 2 ' 
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ld by the Law of. 


gences. But we have aboliſhed the Do&rine of Pur. g. 


iſhops and 
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their Courts ran for = Sum of Money eommute -Repen- 
tance, and excuſe criminal Chriſtians, for ſordid Lucre,from giving 
glory to God, and profiting their own Souls, and edifying the Con- 
gregation by wholſom Confeſſion of Sin, then they can diſpenſe 
with God's Law, and alter the Goſpel , and make a new Way to 
Heaven. King David having committed enormous and ſcandalous 
Sin in the Matter of Uriah, did not think himſelf too good or too 
great to make publick Goſpel-Penance, but he penned the fitty 
firſt Pſalm; and gave it to be ſung openly in the Congregation, at 
once ppbliſhing is Shame, and his Repentance, and by his eminent 
Repentance he hath honoured God far more than he diſhonoured 
him by Sin. And our famous Biſhop Jewel, before he was Biſhop , 
having by Subſcribing to None wounded his Conſcience, and ſcan- 
dalized the Church, he could have no Spiritual Peace till wich 
odly Sorrow and weeping Eyes his own Mouth made publick Cofl- 
ſſion of his Sin before all the Congregation of Engliſh Exiles in 
Germany, to the great Glory of God, and the Ecdification of all good 
Men. Theſe are no arbitrary and indifferent Matters, but things 
of very great Weight and Neceſſity : they are no judicial Cauſes to 
be tranſacted in a Mercenary and Court,. but Spiritual Duties 
_ confiſting by the Goſpel. As for ſtandikg in a white Sheet, and the 
like humane Devices, there is no Neceffity of them. But giving 
Glory to God and Edify ing the Congregation by neceflary Peniten- 
tial Confeſſion of Sin, this no Power on Earth can diſpenſe with. 
Either therefore publick Goſpel-Penance is due by 's Law, or 
not. If yea, it cannot be commuted, the Commutation-Money is 
ed nom eſs, and God's Curſe cannot but go along with it, and 
- both Giver and Taker agree together to diſhonour God, and hurt 
their Souls. If not, then there can be no Place for. Commutation 
and fo all Commutation of Goſpel-Penance is utterly unlawfull, 
CHAP. $7. It is the Fault of our National Government, that 
doth not appoint tothe Biſhops-Court ſome civil compulſory Proceſi 
in ſtead of judicial Excommunication. I cannot think that our Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Judges being Proteſtants, would uſe this Way of Judicial 
Excommunication, if they could otherwiſe bring their Sentences to 
effect. That which many Complain of, that it is in the Power of 
La ws Genre and not of Clergy-Men in theſe Courts, to Decree 


1 * 
* 


Spiritus! Cenſures, is in my Opinion, either no Fault, or not the 
Principal thing. For the Court is really a Temporal Court by Au- 
thority Yerived from the Queen and Parliament , and therefore 1 
think that « Lay-Man is the fitteſt to be Judge thereof, or very 
tolerably fit. But the main Gravamen is the Way of Judicial remit- 
ting and retaining Sins, judicial Abſolution and Excommunication z 
for this is the incommunicable Right of God and the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and it we could ſyppoſe it done by all the Apoſtles, it coulel 


not 
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und in Heaven, are to be bound on Earth; but de meds how this 
to be done? & whether God hath appointed this particular Way o 
doing it, which we in England have? The Sins of Herod, and Pontius 
Pilate, and the wicked Jews and Gentiles who arraigned, condemned, 
mocked, ſcourged Chriſt, and led him to Execution, were bound in 
Heaven; was it therefore the Duty of Chriſt to ſet up @ worldly 
and temporal Court, and fit Judge therein, and cite them by an 
Apparitorto appear before him, in Order to their Conviction, that 
ſo their Sins being bound in Heaven, might alſo be bound on —— 
and being bound on Earth, might be reciprocally bound in Heave 
Pau dwelt two whole Years in his own hired Houſe at Rome, and 
received all that came in unto him, preaching the Kingdom of God, 
and teaching thoſe Things which concern the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
with all Confidence, no Man forbidding him. Here the Emperour, 
the Senate, the Magiſtracy, and greater Part of the City were open 
Heathens and Idolaters, their Sins were bound in Heaven. Was it 
therefore Paul's Duty to ſet up a ludicrous Eccleſiaſtical Court, and 
ſit Judge therein, and by an Apparitor command the Pagan Em- 
perour and Senate with the reſt to appear before him, that being 
convicted, and proving Contumacious, their Sins might be bound on 
Earth anſwerably to their being bound in Heaven? | 
CHAP. 58. King Pharaoh and his Egyptian Subjects were Idolatrous 
Heatheus, Enemies of God and his People, cruel Oppreſlory, their 
Sins were bound in Heaven. Why did not Moſes and Aaron ſet up a 
Conſiſtory-Court, and ſit Judges therein, and cite thoſe Enemies of 
| God and his People to appear hefore them, that being convicted, 
their Sins might be bound on Earth as well as in Heaven? The- 
French Popiſh King ſets up Papiſh Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops in his 
Realm, and theſe Qombine together, and perlecute God's faichfull 
Servants, and lay waſt the true Church, and think they do God Ser- 
vice in Killing his innocent People : the Sins of theſe Idolatrous and 
rlecutin Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops and their King are bound in 
eaven; Muſt there now be ſet up a my and temporal Diſei- 
plinarian Court in Fraxce , with Power Judic ally to cite the Idola- 
trous perſecuting King and Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops to appear in 
Court, in-Order to having their Sins bound on Earth as well as in 
Heaven ? who ſhall ſet up this Court ? where is there a Commiſſion 
from. God to do it / Certainly remitting and retaining Sins is & | 
Matter of the higheſt Conſequence, either this is f 2 | 
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|, . Matter; br there #10 ſuch thing as Spirituality? And if Godt hath 
\ .p,-. appointed Matters pay Spiritual, of everlaſting Conſequence, 
to be tragſacted in a world y Court, after a worldly Manner, and it be- 
dis Will that Judicial remitting and retaining Sins, be nothing but 
State policy and Papal Domination, then we muſt needs conclude that 
hriſt's Kingdom is of this World, and that he is but another Aa- 
Samet, and there is no difference between the Bible and the Alcoran. 
HA. $9. There is great Difference between the Things of 
od and the Thins of Ceſar, the Internal and the External Court, 
vangelical Juſtice and Civil Juſtice. In foro externo & Civili it is 
Mbſe for an innocent Man upon the full Teſtimony of three falſe 
Witnefies, not known to be ſo, to be convicted of Murder, and be 
Ruhen, aud yet the judge and Jury and Hang-Man not faulty, 
ut It is otherwiſe as to Spiritual Judicature : for though the Mun 
be legally convifted in foro Civili, yet he proteſting his Innocency, 
we cannot abſolutely retain his Sins. We are to ſay, If indeed thele 
three Witneſles have ſworn true, and thou be guilty of this Fact, 
en thy Sins are bound in Heaven, and we the true Church of 
God do by Authority and Commiſſion from him bind thy Sins on 
Earth. ut if really thou be innocent, and truly godly in Chriſt, 
then thy Sins are looſed in Heaven, and we by Commiſſion from 
God do looſe them on Earth; and though thou die as a Criminal, 
upon the falſe Teſtimony of theſe three Men, who cannot for the 
reſent be diſcredited, yet both thy Soul and thy good Name are 
n ſafe keeping with God, who will one Day clear thy Innocency and 
confound thine Adverſaries.Thus here is an _—_— Difference be- 
tween the Goſpel and Civil judicature, as between Heaven and 
Earth, the Things of God and the Things of Ceſar; this fundamen- 
tal DiſtinAion being overthrown,a wide Door is opened for practical 
» Atheiſm. Now the Conſtitution of the Biſhops-Court is fundamen- 
tally corrupt, becauſe it turneth Spiritual Matters into meer Civil 
Policy, and ſets up a Judicial Abſolution and Excommunication in 
foro externo contrary to the Goſpel, abſolving thoſe whom God doth 
- condemn, condemning thoſe whom he doth acquit, and this it doth 
in nomine Dei, pro Salute anime, & 14 re ſormatione morum. As for Per- 
ſonal Abuſes of a lawfull Office I do not inſiſt on them: for the moſt 
innocent Office cannot ſecure it ſelf from Male-adminiſtration when 
. .it.comes to be in the Hands of bad Men. But here the very Cou- 
ſtitution is naught, and cannot be reformed without being aboliſhed. 
The 33th Article of the Church of England, is is theſe Words: That 
Perſon, which by open Denunciation of the Church is right cut of from the 
Unity of the Church, and Excommunicated, ought to be taken of the whole 
Multit ude of the Faithfull, as an Heathen, Publican, untill he be openly 
reconciled by Penance, and received into the Church by a Fudge, that bath 
* Avthority thereto, Now the Biſhops-Court takes it ſelf to be Judge 
8 * * 
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in Exeommunication-Caſes; only there is Libetty of Appeal to th 


Arch-Biſhops Court. But either you will be impartial and upright 


in decreeing this Sentence, or not. If = then you are ſelf-con- - 
an 


denmed, and merit Excommunication, there will need another 
Court to Excommunicate y ou, aud another after that, and ſo on is 
inſinitum. If you will be impartial and upright without Reſpe& of 
Perſons, then the Number will be intolerable, the Nation cannot 
beare it, the Church will be in confuſion through the Frequency of 


Excommunication, and the vaſt Numbers of Perſons Excommuni- 


cate. | | 
CHAP. 60. If the Biſhops Courts had but the Impriſoning Writ 


at pleaſure, we I apprehend that Fraud would be 


like the Spaniſh 1 tion, and ſoon perceive the diſmal Rffecte of 
their exorbitant Power more then now it doth. That Writ cannot 
be had and executed but at an exceſſive and intolerable I. e 
when it is out it is apt to meet with unwelcom Stops and Delays, 


which is the reaſon why. it is not more common. Were it common, 
the Nation could not ſubſiſt. Ard if be negleft to hear them, tell it unge Mat. 18: 


the Church : waa neglect to hear the Church, let him be unte thee a1 an 
Heathen Man and 4 Public an. He doth oy, let him be unto thee in 

ublican. But, let bin be 
wnto thee a1 an Heathen Man and 4a Publican. And muſt all Heathens 
and Publicans be excluded from their natural and civil Rights, and 
Impriſoned ? Wag it the Duty of Chriſt in his State of Humiliation, 
ane of his Diſciples, to take the Sword in Hand, and depo 
Heathen Roman Emperour, and his Deputy Pontius Pilate, and la 


them in Priſon, and tread God's Ordinance of Magiſtracy under 


Foot, and turn the World into confuſion ? Are not Idolatry, Whore- 
dom, Adultery, Drunkenneſs, Unpodlineſs in a King the ſame Sins 


as in a Subject ? Is the Subject lyable to be dealt with after an 


Evangelical Manner by good Doctrine for his Soul's good, and nat 


alſo the Civil Sovereign? If the Civil Sovereign be by Profeſſion a 
c 


Chriſtian, and afterward like Julian the Apoſtate revolt from Chri- 
— and: openly Profeſs himſelf. a Heathen , and ſhut bimſelf 


out o 
of God cannot but judge him to be what really he is, and openly. 


profefieth'himſelf to be an Apoſtate, a very Heathen, cut off from 


all Spiritual Priviledges and Evangelical Bleſſings. But ſtill he re- 


mains a Man, a Husband, a Parent, an Emperour, and the Rights - 


ot a Man, a Husband, a Parent, an Emperour remain to him, che 


Spiritual Cenſure doth not deprive him of theſe, or infrihge.theft;- 


but rather it doth eftzbliſh them. The Cale is the very fame as to 


a common Subject. If therefore the Biſhops-Court. bei Spiricusl - 
Court, as it pretends to he, it can ſubſiſt only r Sword af te 
Spirit, which is the Word of God, which W 


js. not cap 
* 
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the Church of God, and be irreclaimable, the true Church 


ble t 
being 
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1 belog bokolden to Ceſar, but the lawfull Su a of Ceſar is up- 
held by the Word of God ſoundly believed and obſerved by good 
| Chriſtians eſpecially,who are Ceſar's beſt SubjeRs. But if that Court 
be no Spiritual Court, let it lay aſide its —— and call its 
Spiritual Cenſures Spiritual Wickedneſs, - retend no longer to 
act in nomine Dei, & pro ſalute anima, & — oP matione morum, but 
honeſtly repent of theſe Lies and vile Pretences , and leave Spiri- 
tual Cenſures to God, and to the Holy Church Univerſal Militant 
on Earth, and to Chriſt-dwelling in the Hearts of his Saints by 
Faith, and to his holy Word in the Mouth of Paſtors and Teachers 
after a Spiritual Manner. 5 C4 
CHAT. 61. Mr. B. ſays, I How you, Sir, to prove if you can, that 
D wſe of indifferent things, which the e 
tious uſe of them. But you did not offer at the Proof of this, becauſe you 
| know "twas impoſſible to make it out. p. 156. As you deſire the Proof of 
this if we can, ſo I deſire that you and your Partakers will patient- 
ly hear what I have to ſay touching this Matter. I ſhall limit my 
preſent Diſcourſe to the Croſs in Baptiſm. For my part I think the 
uſe of this humane Ceremony in Baptiſr1 inconvenient, but not 
unlawfull ; being injoined, it is in my Opinion a tolerable Incon- 
venience, and no juſt Ground of. Separation. But how that which 
you call the eſtabliſhed Church can impoſe the uſe of this Ceremo- 
ny under a ſevere Penalty, without being guilty of Superſtition, 
'or Yome other Sin as bad, if not worſe, I for my part do not ſee. 
For either you impoſe it as both lawful) and expedient, or as barely 
lawfull, but not expedient. 1. If you impoſe it as both lawfull and 
expedient, is not this in Effect to ſay that Baptiſm as Chriſt ordain- 
ed it, and as the Apoſtles and primitive Chriftians recorded in 
ms for a Pattern to Poſterity, uſed it without the Croſs, is 
aw 


o 


you impoſe it as barely lawfull, but not as expedient, then with 
what Conſcience and Equity can you 1mpoſe * all God's Mini- 
ſters in the Nation under a ſevere Penalty, a thing which you con- 
Feſs to be inexpedient? 4+ | 
CHAT. 62. The Liturgy ſpeaking of Ceremonies, why ſome be abo- 
liſhed, and ſome retained, it lays, ſome are put away, becauſe the great 
Exceſs and multitude of them hath ſo increaſed in theſe latter Days, that the 
Burden of them was intelexable. Now ſeeing humane Ceremonies ma 
1 become intolerable by ing exceſſively too many,there muſt needs 
* be ſome Divine Rule by the Obſerving whereof this intolerable 
WW - Evil may be throughly cured and remedied , and that can be only 
tho true Doctrine of Ceremonies. For as is the Doctrine, ſo is the 
Ceremony : if the Doctrine be good, the Ceremony is good: if the 
Doctrine 1 8 Ceremony is bad. But when the Croſs wire) 


* 
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ull, but not expedient, not ſufficiently decent, comly, pure, 
edifying, pleaſing to God ? and what is this but r & 3 
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$ as ſhall conſTiont! mes Wy And 
Sn en EI 
l to 
plainly . — * 
15 m hes und bf {6 that uſe it in this 


"AD this Conchpeioty, Por upon the ſame Principle 
wo”  neceflary and expedient to impoſe” in e ret ray Multitude 
- of.Ceremoniesin.Baptilm, till the very Subſtange thereof be eva- 
_ Iu Conjunaion, f þ bumaag Ceremony with a Diyine- 
remony Al 3 and inexpedienc. - Now Baptiſm i is— 
Divine Ceremo * and the Croß is. a * Ceremony 
42 the Comjuncten of it with Bapti r — 
en M age bas be 4 a Complication 


Sins. Me. — * 
. 135 Ahangh whe 


; in” Baptiſm be ſuppoſed. in 10 if 
mall Matter: yet the rut Doktrin thereof is not mall, but it 


8 Precious, 8 Divine and of great Wei It is nora | 
ircumſtance of , but a needleſs and. 1 Tu 
———9— e without Words and Water, without Tin 


S Place, wichout ve 3 e and ſome Veſtureſithere is a Ne- 
 caſlity of all theſe. 1 theſe and whatibeveris requiſite und 
FF [one 2s Choc /Res'Le 

| | c a ma 

" . Addition of it doth — lefib than in- 
'Beaury of Baptiſm. The fame reaſons' which 


i r pper; (wherein 
Laber bv it neediefand” inex- 
Baptiſi mY 3 12 but conceiting this or that 


I af 34 which is not ſo iſm without the Crofs, as 
| 2 ed. it, as the Apoſtles 4 und delivered. it to the pri- 
_ | uwitive Chriſtians, not ſo decent tomy, orderly ,edifying „ berhtifull 

as with the Deere And When you have ſuch a Zeal for this need- 


— and fu Hedge the Thing, s to impoſe it under a ſevere Penalty 
4 the Kingdom, and conceit that in {6 doing you 
Service , is not this Erroneous Zeal for- 


tand ret An efticion / If you 


bare eit your ſelves as necefliry 1 Expedient prece- 
cently wal bare we you towards ſuch as d not defire 'it,it'eould 


dot de Zuporſtition- . But when over and beſides you impoſe it 
"PSs Penalty. upon others, this ig greater reren, or 


A d, or worſe. 
rn Sanderſon in tis firſt Sermon od Clerwm pag; 124 
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they àre miſtaken; and that their Conſtience being weak is dafile 
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I chriſſi au, I confeſt, or # Part Uniti, Buch i but: 


. conſtitute one « Part and Member of a 
habit and be a Chriſtian outwardly. . | 
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well we | 
the Ser ipture hath not this Di 


ion, i g meebklyA it ra 


tains an tication; that preced ently to hum e Lau aud Impoſi 
tion there is no neceſſity: of the Croſs in Baptiſm, it is altogether 


needleſs being ſot it ought not to be impoſed) the Law: Which 


doth impoſe it is Coiminal. He gbat ruleth over Men m he jut; nul ug 


tte n of dad But Nhat Fear of God: nnd Beange)jga! Juftige can 


be in thaſe, whodowunder a ſevere Penalty impoſt upon God's Mi- 


niſters and-Pedplg a certain Ceremony in Baptzimy which they: them 


ſelves confeſs to be 1 needleſs, and continue ſo to da:? or 
my Part I cannot think {oof our Rulers. Chriſtian Charity bincis me 
to believe, that in their 2 the Croſs in Baptiſm is not bare- 
ly lawfull, hut neceflacy, 

Edification: and that if they «could be ther wiſe convinced t 
would quickly revoke the Impoſition. And though herein E thin! 


be defiled with ſome unperceived Superſtition, and to live init all 
his Days, and yet be ſaved upon a general found Repentance of all 
unknown Sins ane Errors for a partieu | 
every particular leſſer” Errour, Defect, Migge. 
CHAP. 65; Mr. Bennet ſays, He that prof 
damental Chriſtian Doftrines and the End, of- Chriſti an Worſhip, but di- 
videt and | foparates from other Ptrſons who-preteſs\ and maintun obe ſame 3 
| he is A di- 


vide Part. p. 14 It is plain that the myſtieul Body of Chtiſt con- 
fiſts only of living Members A Chriſtian, not Hera, 3s nonhving 
Member thereof, and I ſimply” be is nd Part thereof.) As 
a Finger cut off from the Hand, is thereby cut off from 8 
Body, and is no longer a vital Fart thereof, but a diſle&ed dead 
Thing; ſo n Ohriſtian profeſſing all Fundamentals, but not ſincere 


in his Profeſſion, is inwardly no nay book an Infidel or Hy- 


pocrite, inwardly disſoynecd from Chriſt and his whole my itical Body 
and inwardly — to the Synagogue, of Satin But if he be * 
cers and conſtant in his Proteſſion, certainly he is vitally joyngd 
to Chriſt and to every Part of his myſtical Body, and is not divided 
from it in any Thing fundamental, and neceſlity to the Being and 
Unity of the Church. An, ungodly Chriſtian ay be à Part aud 
Member of this or that particular Church; becauſe: it ſuſficeth to 
rticular, Church if he co- 
| ut no Man can bea vital 
Member of the uniyerſal Church, the myſtical Body: of Ckriſt, un- 


> leſs he be truly godly in Chriſt Jeſus. ene ct le 4.2 bak. 


ighid und rightly eee eleatllaDonbe 6 Bug 
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ecent, comly, expedient, fit; uſefulbto- 


r Repentanee:cannat. he of 
1 and maintains the fun- 


"CHAP. 66. Mr: B. ſuys, Whatever ſome. Auen think ,  Extleſcaſticat 
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| Perſon that read? the Scriptures. Add Veſtdes,*0iiy own Experience 
has convince hu of ths rob, bieft, 2 Uu, Onarvels have 
Hiffcult fo de mouſtrate, tha all our late 

* 2 Conteſts : and 
that our civil Misfortimes will never end ill our Churches Wounds are healed. 
Th Preface; am far from thinking Eccleflaſtieal Diviſions to be 
oontempdible Matters. Our Savionr'pWordstyuſt needs be true, a 
Hingdomn, 1 a; A Houfe, 1 Church divided f gainſt it ſelf, cannot 
| mich of God really is hot the Chuteh of God without 
ſome Degree of Chriſtian Unity. But where is a cordial Agreement in 
al!tFuhdamentals;there can be no Anti-Fundamental; Soul-Deſtroy- 


ing; Oduͤrch-ruining Schiſim, though there may «by a leffer kind of 
gehlan 8 ele f le uy 


among Saints themfelves and thoſe that agree in the Foun- 
dation; Say alt chat ini ruth yo cane? the Evil and Miſchief6f 
OlwrcwDrviſlong,"t' will readſty ebncut with you therein, thereby 
difidvatregeyour own Cauſe; and are overcome with your owt 
For if the'Diſlenters are 2 Criminal Schiſm, for 
God's Service in your 

Judgment, but finfull in their judgment: you are —— — of 
hings as 


+ Gtiminat" Sehiſm by Hgid® impoſing” thoſe tinnecofikry® 


Terms of Chuteh- Union and Communion. Turn you Mr. Benner, 
which way you will, and nike the beſt you can of yout Cauſe, this 
will be found a truth, it the Difſentecs be guilty, you are more 
guilty i if they fall, you cannot but more fall. It is not meer ge- 


- neral in veces againſt the Evi and Miſchiefs of Schiſin; that will 


heal the Chiirche'sdVoimds, But the' true Naruxre of the Wounds 
is to be KNOWN and clearly! ſtatetl, and by whort'thofe) Wound 
are cauſed; and what is the Fei e thereof, ''When-this is 
known, the Cure and Remedy will be very obvious, let the Cauſe 
ceaſe; and the Effect will ceaſe. Take away thoſe Things that 
wound the Church, and the Wound will preſently be healed, 
Health and Beauty, Strength and 9 will naturally enſue.” Only 
by Pridi bometh Cuntention, Prov. 1 3. 10. then let Pride be put away, 
nnd Chriſtian Humility come in its Room, and Church-Contention 
and Church-Diviſſon will naturally eeaſe. But while Pride. is kept 


up) Sehiſm and Contention is unavoidable. So then, neither ir he that 
planter 


h . neither he that watereth: but God that giveth the in. 
e. 1 chi. 7, This is the Voice of Faith in humble and lowly 
minded Pa. Thawgh Part who n be an Eminent Apoſtle, 
and Apotor who Watereth be an Eminent Evangeliſt, yet they are 
bur Alu ſtort by whom the Saints believe, even as the Lord guve to every 
Mat." And therefore in planting and watering the Church, in the 
Converſion of Sinners} in edifying the'Sainty. in Ordination, in 
Chi eh gecord ing to 

ns of the Peniretit, ant in retol- 
1 | ing 


the Seripture, in remitting PR 


(63). | ; 

ing the Sins of the Impenitent, Paul and ſes, Peter and Fob, Li 
ther and Calvin, the Apoſtle, the Biſhop, the Presbyter\, id not a 
thing, but God that giveth the Bleſſing and "increaſe ig aff in al, and 
worketh all in all. If this one Truth were well learned and reduced: 
to Holy Practice, it would quickly heal all our, Breaches: For when. 
God is all in all Ordinations, Sermons,Sacraments, Chureh-Decrees, 
nſures, what can there be to hinder Holy Concord? And what is 

it that keeps God from being «ll in all? Certainly it is Pride, Pride 
oppoſeth, and though in Words it may fiy chat God is all in all: 
yet in deeds it doth deny him, and will needs have the Chureh ruled 
partly by God as Supreme, and yy the Apoſtles and their 
Succeflors as Subordinate, And thus is but partly God, and 
the Church of God, is but partly the Church of God, and it is at 
Men's courteſie whether God ſhalb be God or tio. That Perſon, which 
by een Denunclation of the Church is right cut off from the Unity: of the 
urch, and Excommunicated, ought to be taken of the whole Multitude , 
the Faithfull, at an Heatheng and PubMlican 1 untill be be openly reconciled 
by Penance, and received into the Chyrch by « Judge, that bath Authority 
reto., This is the 5 zd Article of the Church of 1 ** equally, 
Subſcribed by both Parties. Unto what is alrendy {aid about'Rx- 
communication, let nie have leave to ade! a Word or two more, Mr. 
Bennet, before you and 1 part, becauſe; d much Weight lyes upon 
this Point of being cut off from the Unity of the Church, or con- 


tinulng therein. | . 1,54 %y 
CHAP. 67. Here the Article doth ſh this or that Criminal 
Fight eat from the — 


Chriſtian by open Denuntiacion of the Chure 

of the Church, and Excommunicated. Now itis evident that the Chure 
by open Denunciation of God's Holy Truth, doth not. eut him off 
m the Unity of the Church, but doth by Authority derived 
from Chriſt denounce and declare him already; cut. off by his own 
Sin. For the Unity of the Church conſiſts in Chriſtian Faith and 
_, and Love, conjoyning the Soul to Chriſt the Head , and 
to his myſtical Body the Church., and to every Part thereof, 
and giving the Soul Right to all ſuch. Bleſſings and Favours as 
be neceſſiry to the Being of a godly Chriſtian. And what can de - 
prive a Man of Spiritual Bleſſings, of ſaving Grace, of Chriſtian Faith 
and Hope and Love, and conſequent Pardon and eternal Life, but 
only his own Sin, and Obſtinacy therein? An innocent Chriſtian 
may de fatto be falſly accuſed, ſlandered, fined, impriſoned; baniſhed, 

Lingped, tortured, mocked, reproached, miſuſed, killed and mur- 
dered : but an innocent Chriftian cannot 4e facto be cut off from the 
Unity of the Church. For the Church is the niyftical Body df Chriſt, 
the Univerſal Society of real Saints, embracing in its Boſom-with 
moſt intimate Affection every innocent Chriſtian. And therefore 
none but the falſe Church and the Synagogue gf Satan, doth cut off 
an innocent Chriſtian from the Unity of God's Church: but by this 
13 , ; Anti- 


| 1 „ | 669 ) k 
Anti-Chriſtian-Sentence perſiſted in, the falſe Church & ne. 
of Satan doth cut it ſelf of from Ghriſt, and his Body myitical, and 
true _e Salvation, and not the innocent. Chriſtian: Bleſſed ave - 
ye when I hate you, and when they 1 you from their Cum- 
D reproach $07 007 (008 ws Kew the Son of” 
Man's ſake: Rejoyce ye in that Day, ap for Joy; for „ your Reward 
is great in — in the like manner 25 15 — es the Prophets. 
Luki' G. Moreover, theſe; Words, untill he be.openly reconciled by Pe- 
nance, aud received into the Church by a Fudge, that hath Authority thereto, 

do't ot imply that untill he be 1 ſo reconciled, and re- 
_ ceived into the Church by « viſible and external Judge Authorized,. 

the Man is to be taken of the-whote Multitude of the Faithfull, as 
an Heathen, and Publican, and'ſo dying is to be thought damned 
tor over? But what yiſible-and extecnal Judge hath God appointed 
in his Church for this Matter? Certainly none but God can judi- 
. cially remit Sins and receive Perſons, into the Church, and this he 
doth by 2 thom Faith and Repentancs, and conſequent Remiſ- 
fian of Sins, les themſelves had no judicial. Aut ority to re- 
ceive Perſons into the Church, but only do@rinal, ſtewardly and 
miniſterial Authority to teach and baptize, and to remit the Sins of 
the Penitent, untl ſo to declare thoſe reconciled and received into 
the Church, that were before upon their cordial Repentance recon - 
ciled and received by God himſelf, Reconciliation of true.Penitents 
and Receiving into the Church, doth not hang upon the Sentence of 
an external and viſible Judge, but upon the gracious Sentence of 
God. and the Lord Jeſus the eternal and inviſlb Ua 6. 80 that if 
God give this or that Sinner Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins, 
preſently without any more he is reconciled to God, and he is alrea- 
dy admitted und received into the Boſom of tha Univerſkl Church, 
and If there be any Sentence of Excommunicativu agu inſt him, it is 
of no Validity in God's true Church, ſave only for tha Condemna- 
tion of them who curſe thoſe whom God doth. blels, and damn thoſe. 
whom he doth ſave, and count thoule Heathens und Publicans and 
Children of the Devil, whom God doth count his dear Children, 
real Saints, and Coheirs with Jeſus Chriſt, 

EHAP, 68, That which deceiveth Perſons herein ſeems to be 
this, an Erroneous conceit that beſides the Univerſal Church there 
are particular Churches. of Saints, which cannot be. For the Uni- 
verſal Church is the whole Number of —_— mn Heaven, 
and of Militant Saints on. Earth: befides this whole Number af 
Saints it is impoſſible that there, ſhould be a „Nit upon Earth, or 
a Church of Saints. For though there are/ Millions of particular 
Churches of Saints on Earth, yet not beſides the Univerſal Church, 
that Word beſides is utterly atheological. Therefore all particular-- 


Churches of Saints beſides. the Univerſal Church, are only Congre-- 


CATIONS. 


1 ech 
gationg of Hypoerites, unſound, Chriſtians; there lo not one | 
rifhiah 21771 m The Church of ze eonſMertd: as 4 
from the Univerſal' Church Militant on Harth, is: On / the Sdcie 

with 


| | | ty 
af thoſe in England that are Hypoeriees, whgod!y 'Chridindf, profe- 
ſing Love to Chriſt and his Church, but lac 4 ly-Sipetvity , in- 
wardly Hating Chriſt and all godly Chriſtians. Ts thoſe» only art 
valid Ordindelons, which the Univerſal” Church taught by: Chriſt, 
and following the infallible Guidanee of / his Word, doth ipronouhce 
to be, valid,” The Unfverſthl Church ruled hy Chriſt doch not curſe 
any thut peſong to him, doth not þ - 7 — Sins of the 
impfeweat and' retaining the Sins of the Penitenty but doth alike 
condetnp both; and all ſuch Biſhops;'- Arch»Biſhops, 'Pfeabyters, 
Paſt and Eccleſiaſtical Judges as ſeek their own, and not the 
ing ot Chriſt; uncl govern chemſelves by the ontthly, len ſual and 
cevi 4 4 om, rather than by the ſupernal' Witcom which is firſt 
pure, and then'peacea ble; the Univerſal Chyretbon Barth doth con- 
demn;'they ate all of them-Haterg'of God and his Saints, and ſyable 
very Moment to endle(s\Perdition, As Nah by Faith was wiſe 
and wavy: for his Soul, md prepared. ee for the ſaving of him- 
felf_ apd his Houſhold, by 4 'tvhich he bontie mnedl rhe Worlds, Heb 11 
7. So now-every gotlly' Manand Woman by Baith/chuſing the Way 
of Truth, and Kalking therein, doth condemmithe World, and cen - 
fare all unregenerate Princes, Magiſtrates, Biſhops, Presbyters , 
Lay-Men, even all ungodly Ones in City and Cbuntrey to be what 
really they are, unregenerate and ungodly, Otuldren ot the Devil, 
Plagues of the Church, Enemies of God Heirs df Hel ; this is a 
Spiritual Cenſure and Sentence grounded on Gus Holy Word, and 
thus we rightly: binding their Sins on Barth, God doth bind them 
in Heaven. But this Spiritual Cenſure ib no puniſhment, neither 
Temporal, nor Eternal. Thoſe Words, Sufficient. to ſuch a Mun is this 
Puniſhment , which was inflitted of many, 2 Cor. 3. 6. are in out old Tranſ- 
lation thus rencdred, It is Sufficient unto the ſame Mun that be was rebuked 
f many. This ſeems to be the better Tranſlation; für the rebuke 
paſſed on the inceſtuous Chriſtian at Corinth, was purely Meclicinal, 
and by Grace had a happy Effect upon his Soul, it was a Sentence 
Evangelical, and not Judicial, 4s ff 1 * 
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, The Conclufing 1 


N all Breaches between God antl Man, Man is cer in all the 
Fault, and God is altogethe? juſt and innocent, But in Breaches 
tween Man and Mun not ſeldom there is Fuuft on both ſlelesg ont 
thoſe which havy the better Cauſe may erre ard to amiſb through 
Miſmayagement. As in the Diſpute between Job abel Hy three 
Friends,God in the Entl gives Senterice on Yb Oh nd the — * 
4 Cauſe } 
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Innocengy te the Truth 
ſore uhad peeches ard 
atience and Diſcontentyand indlitert Reflect ion upon Goc himfelf; 
or which Jeb upon Con vierſon doth humble himſelf, confeſs his Sin, 
and appeaile the Divine Clemeney. And though in the Breach be- 
tween 1 al tabar, Paul ſeems to have had the better Cauſe; 
et it is poſſible that 
I is laid Tbe Contention was ſo- between them , t 
aſunder uns from the other. But if Paul erred by too much Sharpneſs 


Reparation by that Paſſage, Ariſtarehus my 
and Marcus Siſters Son to Barnabas, (rouching whom ye received Conminnd- 
ment; if he come unto you, receive him.) Col. 4. 10. Here Paul and Mark 
4 Unite, and the Breach was throughly healed. 
Many Ye 

fake Iforbear to name) a very numerous and flouriſhing Congrega- 


Fellow-Priſoner Salutoth 


tion of Church-Men and Diſſenters amicably concurring in publick 
Worſhip, which after ward came to be broken and divided upon this 


Occaſion. The Conforming Paſtor refuſed to give che Lord s- Supper 
to thoſe that were not free to take it kneeling. This occaſioned 


the Setting up a ſeparate Meeting, which hath continued to this 


Day. Here 1 think both ſides were in an Errour. The Miniſter ſin- 


ned by excluding conſcientious Chriftians from their Right, he 
ought to have put ou the Meekneſs and Gentleneſs of Chriſt, and 
have given them the Sacrament in ſome other Geſture, ſuch as they 


weretree to take jt in, and it may be by fuch Mildneſs and Con- 
deſcenſion thy thenifelves in time upon removal of theit Scruples, 


would of their own accord have received kneeling. On the 
other Hand to me it is competently plain that kneeling im the Act 


of receiving the Lords-Supper is lawful, and thoſe I think erre and 
judge amils who judge it unlawfull, and 

from the Communion of Saints in the Lord's Supper, for this or any 
other the like Cauſe, is unwarrantable; Lord, to mom ſhall we go / 
thou baſt the Word i uf eterhal Life, Joh. G. While Chriſt doth ſtay with 


a People, and afford his Converting, Edifying and Comforting pre- 
ſence, we are to ftay' With them, But he doth not withdraw his 


Convertingg Edifying and Comtorting preſence, barely beenufe ot 
ſome tojerah DefeRth and Ihconveniences. For it it be our Duty 
to ſpit te e Ot that Cheiſtlan Congregation in publick Wors 
ſhip, barely becauſe 

it out Duty. 40 
Harth, and there can; 
lickly, becatiſe no 
from all wlerable 


akute from all Chrittian Congregations upon 


«6nd lnconveniences. As our Rulers are 
An [ 45. Jt f | not 


BE 


: 


Cauſe 4 and yet. in ſome Thing Fob erfed;and did' not maintfn his 
inft-his/Opponents, without | 
te Bxpreffiens ſhvouring of Im- 


Paul might erre by too much Sharpneſs, For 
25 ſharp 5 hat they "wo 


againſt Marl, and Jarnabas his good Uncle, he made full Amend and 


ars ggo there was in a certain Place, (which for Peace 


I conceive that Separation. 


tolerable Defeats and Inconveniences, then 


no Church - Joclety ind Communion pubs | 
Hriſtlan Congregation can be found wholly free 
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